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When spring gathers, Things start to grow.

When space is shattered, we come into our own.

Never again get fooled, by what self and others seem to be.

The Dharma Realm may be huge, But it all fits within you and me.

— 32 £ /s A%/ By the Venerable Master Hua
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No fighting, no greed, no seeking, no selfishness, no pursuing personal advantage, and no lying.
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The Pig that Knelt Down to Beg for Mercy

— "5 EAN B
By the Venerable Master Hua

English translation by Lotus Lee / 2%
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Dharma Master Chang Ren
was a Manchurian like me.
(Manchuria is in northeast
China.) Before he left the home
life, he lived by and guarded his
parents’ graves as a filial practice,
so people called him “Filial Son
Wang.” Before Master Chang
Ren established Three Affinities
Monastery, one of his disciples
by the surname of Wu invited
him to move into his house to
cultivate in “solitary seclusion.”
In the Chinese lunar
calendar, June 24™ is the
birthday of the horse god. On
that day, the Wus wanted to
slaughter a pig to celebrate.
Since the pig was very well-fed,
it was big and fat. When the time
came, it sensed the impending
doom and escaped. As fat as the
pig was, it was able to jump over
several low fences and ran to where
the Master was living in solitude.
The pig knelt down, crying, silently
pleading for the Master to save its
life. Seeing this, the Master told
the pig: “In your past life, you
killed other pigs; therefore this is
in accord with the principle of ‘If
you kill someone, you pay with
your life; if you owe debt you
pay money.” Since you used to
kill others, now it’s your turn to
be killed. Currently you are
undergoing this retribution,
and you should accept it. But
since you came to ask for my
help, 1 promise that after your
death, I will cross over you so
that you will be a human in your
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next life. When you become a
human, remember the predicament
you are in at this moment. Hence,
you must do no evil and do all
good, cultivate, and in the future,
you will realize Bodhi and attain
the bliss of Nirvana. So now,
don’t try to evade your debts!”
After the Master finished, this pig
became very cooperative, and
willingly went back and let the
Waus kill him. Because of this
incident, Master Chang Ren was
able to influence the Wu household,
which consisted of more than a
hundred people, to become
vegetarian.

In a family meeting, the
Wus unanimously agreed to stop
killing animals for food. In other
words, they all decided to be
vegetarian. This is not easy. Why?
All people like to eat delicious
things. Think about it. When you
eat, you usually like to eat
something that is tasty. When
you work, you always want to
do something that doesn’t take a
lot effort, because no one likes to
work too hard. We are all the
same, we enjoy eating good stuff.
But when you try to swallow
something bland, it is as if your
esophagus will block up and yell
at you, “Don’t let that thing
come in!!” Haven’t you had this
experience before? When trying
to eat something bitter or bland,
you will think, “Gaah! This is so
bitter, I don’t want to eat it!” It’s
like your esophagus and your
stomach gang up against you and

try to prevent you from eating it.
Isn’t that so?

To most people, meat is
one of the best things in the
world. Anyone would want to eat
it. Just one person not eating
meat is already very hard. Having
a whole family of more than a
hundred people vowing to stop
eating meat is a most difficult
thing to do. So how did they do
it? It’s because they all had
compassion. When they saw
that pig kneeling and crying in
front of Filial Son Wang, they all
thought, “This pig is acting like a
human. It has human nature, it’s a
human too!” Once they realized
this, when they looked at other
living beings, they found that
they had human nature as well:
“They are like people, we should
not eat people!”

As 1 said the other day:

In the Chinese character for meat,
([A]) there are two characters for
‘human’ (%) inside.

One person is poised over another
person.

Living beings are eating the flesh
of other living beings,

If you think about it, it’s actually

humans eating other humans.

“In the Chinese character for meat,

(P\J) there are two characters for

‘human’ ( *) inside.” If you take

out the two characters for

“human,” the outside looks like a

mouth ([ I, because if you add a
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stroke on the bottom, then that’s
what it becomes. But without this
stroke on the bottom, the mouth
is open. What is it doing? Eating
meat! More specifically, human
meat! (Note: in Buddhism, we
believe that all animals are humans
that have been reborn in different
bodies.) The person on top is
eating the person on the bottom.
Following the logic of cause and
effect, this person who got eaten
will seek revenge and try to make
the person on the top become what
he was. This is called making it
half-half. How is it half-half? When
you eat pork, you become half-pig
and half-human; when you eat
beef you become half-cow and
half-human; when you eat dog
half-dog and
half-human; and when you eat

you become

horsemeat you become half-horse
and half-human. If you stop eating
meat, then the cycle will end. If
you continue to eat meat, you
will become one with whatever
animal you are eating, not just
one-half. If you eat a lot, and
keep eating till you die, then you
will become one. One what? For
instance, if you eat pork, you will
become a pig, and then the two
characters for “human” will
disappear completely. In this
sense, when you eat a lot of pork,
you will become a pig; when you
eat a lot of beef you will become
a cow; and when you eat a lot of
horsemeat you will become a
horse.

Let’s talk about farming as
an example. When you plant
crops, if you add fertilizer to
them, they will grow well. For
the same token, eating meat,
whether it is pork, beef, or
horsemeat, is like adding fertilizer
to the body. Although you are
taking good care of your body,
you will still die sooner or later,
and then in your next life you
will be reborn as whatever kind
of animal you ate. When you
plant crops, the soil will smell
like whatever fertilizer you used
on them. It’s the same principle
for eating meat. A person who
eats pork will smell like a pig; a
person who eats beef will smell
like a cow; a person who eats
horsemeat will smell like a horse;
a person who eats onions will
smell like onions. Americans like
to eat onions and butter, so they
tend to have a strong scent of
unions and butter. Nowadays,
most of you have stopped eating
onions, so you don’t smell like
them anymore. When I eat butter, I
smell like butter. You will smell
like whatever you eat, so when
you eat pork you become one
with the pig. If you look at it
from the business point of view,
you are actually establishing a
corporation with the animal you
are eating. You and the animal
become partners in a company.
So, if we were to expound on the
morals and principles of this, it
would never be exhausted.

As the verse says, in the
Chinese character for meat, there
are two characters for “human”
inside. The person inside is
connected to the person on the
outside. As living beings eat the
flesh of other living beings, if
you think about it, it’s actually
humans eating other humans!
Living beings are always eating
each other. You eat me, I eat you,
inside a big corporation.

So the Wus decided to stop
killing animals for food. Why? It
was because they saw this pig cry
and kneel down in front of the
master to plead for help, and all
of them were very touched. The
children said, “This pig knelt in
front of the master. All right, I
don’t want to eat meat anymore.”
The adults agreed, “Let’s not eat
meat anymore.” The entire
household agreed that everyone
would be vegetarian, and not kill
and eat meat again.

Even the servants and hired
hands of the Wu household became
vegetarians. The Wus negotiated
with the servants and workers: “We
normally paid you eight thousand
dollars a year, but starting from
now I'll give you nine thousand.
However, you’re not allowed to
eat meat.” Although these workers
could not eat meat, they earned
more money, so they were still
happy. That’s how the workers
became vegetarian too.

I have gone to the Wu
household quite a few times, and
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somehow we always end up talking
about this incident. Everyone in
the family knows about it, and
they enjoy describing to me how
that pig ran, jumped, where it
jumped, how it was crying; they
imitate the pig’s crying, how it
knelt, and etc., so I know that it
was true. Even the children know
about it. At that time I was still
young, and I asked them, “Why
did that pig kneel down?” They
said, “I don’t know.” I asked,
“Those pigs that you have now—
do they kneel?” They said, “We
don’t have pigs anymore, how am
I supposed to know?”

After the Wu household
was changed by this incident to
be vegetarian, many people in
the villages nearby became
vegetarian as well. It was
almost like a trend. First, the Wus
“Brother
Five” became vegetarian, and
“Old Man Zhao”
vegetarian too; “Zhao, Qian,
and Zhou, Wu,
Zheng, and Wang” all became

became vegetarian,

became

Sun, Lee;
vegetarian, and when “Feng,
Chen, Chu, Wei; and lJiang,
Shen, Han, and Yang” heard
about it, they became vegetarian as
well. (Note: these are all common
Chinese family names.) As the
story spread, many of the people
in the eight neighboring counties,
probably totaling to ninety-nine
households, became vegetarian
too. Being vegetarian became a
trend in this area.
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Cherishing youth! Cherishing youth!

A precious gift from the Venerable Master Hsuan Hua
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Cherishing youth! Cherishing youth! We remember with

gratitude that Venerable Master Hua greatly valued

children's education, he exhorted us to care for youth every

day and at all times. Ever since they are little, children
should be taught so that they understand the principles of
cause and effect at young ages, know how to treat people
with kindness and compassion, and how to be filial to
parents and be respectful to teachers and seniors. In order to

carry forward the Venerable Masters ideals, Gold Sage

Monastery established the Instilling Goodness Sunday
School in 1996.0ur goal is that by virtue of edification of
Buddhadharma and education of ethics and morality,
Children will grow to be a wholesome citizen in the future.
Let’s see what these little friends learned from Sunday
School? Chinese part is translated by teacher Sandy Lee.

Pure Sound From Silicon Valley Newsletter Issue 169 May, 2010 7



Byl Kenny Truong (11" grade)

I came to Gold Sage
Monastery back in 2007 and my
belief in Buddhism was not too
strong. 1 thought GSM (Gold
Sage Monastery) was like any
other typical temple that I've been
to and also thought all temples
were the same no matter what.
Well, I thought wrong. GSM has
changed me dramatically and
gave me an experience I'd

probably never encounter in all

my life. At first, 1 found
Buddhism hard to believe
because the thought of

difficult to
comprehend. When 1 started to

reincarnation was

believe, I've made dramatic
changes. From the start, I became
a vegetarian a few days after my
mother brought a picture of the
Venerable Master Hua home. I
then started to raise my grades all
the way to a 4.0 GPA with the
help of The Great Compassion
mantra. [ soon hope that I learn
more about Buddhism and can
apply it to my everyday life.

One thing I learned from
Buddhism that I never understood
before was that when I help
others, I'm actually helping
myself. When [ was younger, |
only assisted others upon request
and never realize the benefit of
helping since you are actually
helping yourself. Karma is
powerful and will reward others

for good deeds.

8

When I was at Gold Sage
Monastery, I was taught that I've
had complete control over myself
and had control on all of the
decisions I've chosen to follow.
There is no one to blame but
myself and whatever I encounter
is because of my choices,
regardless if it is good or bad.
The choices I make are the
consequence that I will face.

After all the lessons of
Buddhism, I've realized that the
teaching applies to everything, no
matter what religion you have,
and karma will never disappear.
Life can be painful that one must
With the help of

Buddhism, pain can go away.

endure.
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By: Jason Tsai (6™ grade)

I learned to not be heartless and that I should be more open to

more things. I learned reincarnation. I shouldn’t be afraid of

death. One of my favorite sayings or lessons is “When you help
others, you’re helping yourself.” So I know that if I help someone,
in the future when I need help someone will help me too. Therefore,
the more I help the more I'll receive, and more people will like me.
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Byi Jeffr‘ey Wirjo (7™ grade)

I have learned lots from Buddhism. I have learned that every
cause, good or bad, has an effect. I have learned that everyone
needs to treat others the same way. Everyone should also abide
the five precepts.

The main goal of Buddhism is to cultivate the way. This can be
done by meditating and being a good person. By reciting the
sutras and mantras, we can also obtain wisdom and blessings.

25 (S S LSRR BN (S, o s
5 P T P LT YRR T S
R S A -
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By: Andrew Huynh
(2" grade)

I have learned that if you do
something either good or bad
to anybody or to an animal, it
will come back to you.

FEEPH > P RTE S Y
RLEF P2 1R fos S £ (7
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By : Ryan Chen
(7™ grade )

I learned that if you do
something good,
back.
something bad it will come

it always

comes If you do

back too. Try not to hurt or

kill any beings, because

they all have feelings too.
W
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Byl Alec Lun (7™ grade)

I have learned many things from Buddha. For one,
Buddha taught me respect. For example, I learned
that you have to respect your parents and other
people. Even though other people might not nice
to you, you should still be respectful to them.
Moreover, patience is one of the values we should
all have. For instance, people that have patience
usually go far. People that are always in a hurry
usually are not focused on what they are doing. In
addition, I learned that you should help other
people. When you help others good things come
back to you. Lastly, all animals are like human
beings because they have feelings too. When you
kill an animal they also feel the pain and agony,
that’s why we shouldn’t eat meat. All in all, I
learned from Buddha that we should be respectful,
patient, helpful, and should treat animals as nicely
as human beings.

FEFVITELES S A [y PSS TR
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By: Christopher Tran
(9™ grade )

I have learned many things from the Buddha.
I learned to open hearted and to be kind to
others. Buddha taught me that when I die I
will be reborn in the western Pure Land. I
have also learned to be respectful toward my
mom. Over all, this is what I learned from
my best friend, the Buddha.
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By: Richard Huynh
(5™ grade )

I have learned a lot of things from Buddha,
like if you do something good to someone or
something, it will affect yourself. Whatever
you do in your previous life will influence
your next life.
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GoOLD SAGE MONASTERY ANNOUNCEMENT OF DHARMA ASSEMBLIES

~ P 57i5F7 Buddhist Events in May , 2010

~

5/2,9, 30, (8:00AM ~9:00 AM ) BERTVEE The Shurangama Mantra Recitation

s/0 o |PBERFUEBEE (900 AM~ 11:00 AM)
’ Lecture on The Shurangama Mantra
sy |BBEIZES (8:15am~400pm)
irﬁ E | Dharma Assembly of Buddha Recitation
Sunday 5/30 TIPS TASEEEE (9:00 AM ~ 11:00 AM)
Lecture on The Golden Light of the Most Victorious Kings
5/30~6/19 E%’}l/ Eﬁ ( 8:30AM~ a.fter.noon )
Avatamsaka Sutra Recitation
5/1 RS5Z#I Elders’ Dharma Study Group (2:30 PM ~ 4:30 PM )
St =, 5/8 —Hi& One Day Meditation (8:00 AM ~ 3:45 PM )
Saturda - s i (3o b
y 5/15 EBiEIFEfHEFAS (BHHEN) (8:30 AM~10:20 AM)
Celebration of Shakyamuni Buddha'’s Birthday
I pm KABKEAZ Great Compassion Repentance

LRI PO O P
Celebration of Shakyamuni Buddha'’s Birthday
\ggg[\éj}{fﬁy}zg -4 ﬁ'J ?}jiﬁ‘;‘if"{ligkﬁ ) ﬁ%g% Fl13f Ij*jﬁfjig # o

5/16 fl Gl
FH! (CTTB)

- F| 5737 Buddhist Events in June. 2010

FI3 Date

3 B9k €7 Avatamsaka Sutra Recitation

5/30~6/19  8:30AM Fillf

RN T SR ER 2

6/19 ¥+

W2 (23 @5 Dharma Assembly of Buddha Recitation

6/27 ¥EF! 8:15AM~ 4:00PM

AAREk ¢ (3 @ IRTRR 9t ) Great Compassion Repentance

Ej FI( Everyday ) 1 pm

=2
(GSM)

FA b AR T S
15th Anniversry of Venerable Master Hua’s Entering Nirvana

£ IR PR ?}j{ﬁéﬁﬂpf;@ ; ﬁ%g% ST A
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Bl LB LAY (60 5)
Celebration of Shakyamuni Buddhd's Birthday

S FHT I TR (T BB TS A Y RS P e
JJLI o

May 15, Saturday morning 8:30am at Gold Sage Monastery there will be a celebration for
Shakyamuni Buddha'’s Birthday called “Bathing the Buddha day”

PREST ¥
CALANERTZAFRLRET
The Flower Adornment Assembly and

The Assembly in memory of The 15™ Anniversary of
Venerable Master Hud's Entering Nirvana
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1.  The Flower Adornment Sutra will be reverently recited at Gold Sage Monastery
starting from May 30 ~ June 19, 2010. 8:30 am

2. GSM will be hold ceremony on June 19 (Saturday), the 15" Anniversary of
Venerable Master Hua’s Entering Nirvana. You are cordially invited.




