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If you wish disasters to be dispelled,
You must first refrain from getting afflicted;
Second, you must not get angry;
And third, you must not oppress others.

—E % LA 2% By the Venerable Master Hua
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No fighting, no greed, no seeking, no selfishness, no pursuing personal advantage, and no lying.
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Cherish Blessings and Seek Wisdom

g% LA %3 By the Venerable Master Hua
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Before we Buddhists become Buddhas, we must cherish our blessings and seek wisdom. Fostering
blessings increases blessings; seeking wisdom increases wisdom. Look at all the people of the world:
they live in different environments. Some, who have great blessings, don't need to work hard to have everything
they wish readily available, to have an affluent, carefree life of boundless happiness. That's because in the
past they cultivated lots of blessings, so now they have this kind of prosperous reward.

Some people have extraordinarily keen memories. They can retain anything they have glanced at.
They are smart, healthy, and eloquent without any impediments in their speech. When they speak Dharma,
a golden lotus sprouts from the ground and flowers fall in luxuriant profusion from the sky. Why is this?
Because they cultivated lots of wisdom in the past. Well, how do we cultivate wisdom? Where do we
start? You begin with the Sutras of the Great Vehicle. Recite the Great Vehicle Sutras, learn the
Tripitaka until you master it perfectly, so that you can recite it with your mouth and contemplate
it with you mind. By being mindful day and night, thoroughly penetrating the Tripitaka, you
will develop great wisdom. Then you'll definitely be smart and eloquent in future lives.

Since we know this Dharma-door of fostering blessings and seeking wisdom, we should conserve
things and not waste anything. Repairing bridges, paving roads, building stupas and temples, giving
clothes and food to the poor--these are all acts of planting fields of blessings. Speaking Dharma, printing and
circulating Sutras, translating Sutras, making Buddha images--these are ways of cultivating wisdom. If you do
want blessings and wisdom, then quickly cultivate blessings and seek wisdom. Don't waste blessings and neglect
wisdom in a careless manner. For Buddhists, fostering blessings and seeking wisdom is a most important task.
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Repentance and Gratitude
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A talk Given by DM Heng Je at GSM on November 24, 2010
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This morning, when we
reached volume 10 in the

bowing repentance, we made vows

Fle 1Y £

for the six sense faculties. Why do
we need to make vows for the six
sense faculties? It is because we
habitually like to think of our
personal  benefit in every
thought. Making schemes for our
personal benefit is our worst
habit. This is why whenever we
come to the monastery we hear
the Dharma Master say, “Don’t
talk.” We really like to talk and
use our eyes to look around. Oh
hey, long time no see. You've
gained weight, you’ve lost
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weight, this and that, and so on
and so forth. This is our habit.
Several days ago while we were
eating, the Venerable Master said
“You

shouldn’t start talking away as

in the lecture tape,
soon as you come to the monastery
and thereby create karmic offenses.”
Perhaps someone will respond, “I'm
not creating any karmic offenses. 1
was discussing the Buddhadharma
So why did the

Venerable Master say that talking

with people.”

was creating karmic offenses?
We must understand this clearly.

In cultivation, we first
need to be able to recognize our
faults. If we have done something
wrong, we don’t want to lose face
over it or feel too embarrassed to
apologize. Recognizing your
faults is the first step. Other things,
for example, are gentleness and
gratitude. At the same time, you
need to use your time to do important
things. So what is considered
important?

Since it was Thanksgiving
this week, I would like to talk
about gratitude. This is because
I feel that many accomplished
people practice this Dharma
door. Why practice gratitude? The
power of gratitude is inconceivable;
the power of gratitude is absolutely
everything! If you want to accomplish
wholesome merit and virtue,
gratitude is very important to
this.

us is a magnetic field. When

It is because each one of

you radiate gratitude within this
magnetic field, you resonate in
harmony with energy of the same
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frequency outside. This will then
attract more of this kind of energy
to you. If you are unable to be
grateful for all the things that
have happened, this shows that
you have an attitude of resistance
toward everything that has
happened. When you have
this resistance, you may be not
happy. You reject it and you
say that you don’t want it.
When you transmit this message
of resistance and repulsion, then
you will attract energy of the
same frequency to you. How is
that? When you have an attitude
of opposition, it will definitely
ensure that you will attract even
more things that you don’t like,
things that you resist or things
that you reject.

So how should we use this
principle of attraction? Do all of
you here want to quickly start
rebuilding Gold Sage Monastery?
I think that you all definitely
want this. If you all want this,
then you should send out this
First, that we
want it to happen. I want us to
have a wonderful Buddha Hall,
which can bring in and hold
many people to study the
Buddhadharma. Those who study
the Buddhadharma will definitely
Their
families will definitely be very
What will
they do when they are happy and
blissful? (Audience: protect the
Dharma). They will protect the
Dharma? 1 don’t know if they
will protect the Dharma or not.

kind of message.

be very calm and joyful.

happy and blissful.

(Audience laughs.) At the very
least, they will flourish, right?
Being happy and blissful is
flourishing. Therefore, the expansion
of Gold Sage Monastery leads to
benefiting the community. Everyone
should project this message: “I want
to see Gold Sage Monastery quickly
rebuilt.” This is the first part.
The second part is that you
should start to imagine having a
spacious new Buddha Hall with
Then
we will have a very pleasant
place to bow to the Buddhas. It
will be warm in the winter and

adorned Buddha images.

cool in the summer and so on.
Each of us must imagine this and
then feel as though you are bowing
to the Buddhas
adomned and spacious place. In

in this very

this way, we should send out this
message. Third is to practice
gratitude. Be grateful for the
blessings of the Triple Jewel.
Then our wish will be fulfilled
and our Bodhi resolve perfected.
Several days ago, an elderly
couple was here participating in the
session. The wife said, “I don’t have
much time left, so now I recite the
entire Wonderful Dharma Lotus
Flower Sutra twice each week.”
She was very joyful when she
said that and [ was very much in
admiration. Some elderly people
when they get old, they say, “Oh!
If didn’t watch soap operas what
would I do?” But this old Bodhisattva,
she knew that she did not have much
time left. We should really use
our time to focus on studying the
Buddhadharma and cultivate. Thus,
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in the Emperor Liang’s Repentance,
Dhyana Master Zhigdong wrote,
“The three paths are filled with
terrible suffering. Suffering is
bitter and difficult to bear. We
bring all calamities upon ourselves
by a single thought.” Everything
comes from a single thought of
ours. How can we cause our
thoughts to be according to the
Dharma? How can we cause our
thoughts to create blessings and
virtue? This is important. So, all
Good and Wise Advisors, I hope
that you can guard well and protect
your minds. How can you use
your time in a wholesome way?
How can you use it on the right things?
How to make a right decision? All of
these are extremely important. If you
can really guard and protect your
mind and be mindful of your actions,
then in the future you will not have
any regrets and you will not need
to repent or apologize.

Thank you all for your
patience. My last reminder is
that you all must have a good
temper. Don’t get angry or upset.
If you have a good temper then
good fortune will come your way.
When you get angry, many bad
things will follow you. It is because
you attract these bad things to come
to you. Therefore, if you want
things to go well for yourself, for
your family, for your husband, for
your children, and for everyone,
then you must have a good temper.
When you have a good temper,

everything will be well.
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The Truth of Life

THZ&7ERT  Bf7R/A Talk Given by DM Heng Rung
English translation by Genglin Zheng / &Kk
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You only need to have faith,

and then you can break through all difficult states.
"Everything is made from the mind alone”

If you think something is difficult, then it will be difficult;
if you think it is easy, it will be easy.

—BREA
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%% By the Venerable Master Hua
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' I \oday we recited the Earth
Store Sutra. Those who

came here for this sutra are
more or less knowledgeable in
Buddhism, at least know about
cause and effect.

To live in this world, it’s
impossible that one commits no
wrong doings; one makes mistakes
more or less. The most important
thing is to recognize them clearly.
One must be courageous in admitting
and taking responsibilities for one’s
mistakes. What comes first to the
mind of a Buddhist when he or she
makes a mistake? ---- Go to repent
before the Buddha. As long as
your repentance is very sincere,
then the wrong doing can be
eradicated instantly.

So we know from the
Earth Store Sutra, about various
situations told us by the Buddha —
what we should do and what we
should not do. Well when mistakes
are made, what consequences come
out of what mistakes? These were
also laid out clearly in the sutra.

Some people say, Earth
Store Sutra is terrible, horrific.
There are so many avici hells;
could it be so miserable? In fact,
hells are in our hearts, it is our
hearts that created the hells; there
is not a ready-made hell, waiting
for us to go for suffering. What
you do results in corresponding
consequences. To give, as an
Master

Hsuan Hua said, in this life, if

example, Venerable

you have several wives, when
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you die, you will be split into
portions for as many wives as
you had. For instance, if I had
two wives, I would be cut into
halves and become two; if I had
three wives, I would be cut into
three portions.

Nowadays, people get
weaker and weaker in this notion;
especially young people, who do
many things wrong all day long,
resulting in muddy criminal
karma. Now that we learned
about cause and effect, we will
do something for ourselves; what
then, are the things to do? To
hurry up and study Buddhism;
studying Buddhism is the only
way out. Only by studying
Buddhism can we break away
from the sea of suffering through
life and death. Next I am going to
tell a story.

Long time ago, when the
Buddha was in the world, in India,
besides Buddhism there were many
heretics, who could also cultivate
to certain spiritual levels;
nevertheless they could not
free themselves from rebirth in
the six paths. At that time in
Shravasti, there were four heretics,
who were very well-cultivated and
could soar in the clouds and ride
the fogs; they could go into the
sea, and could exhibit various
transformations.

These four heretics often
met and discussed things. One
day they realized that they could

no longer find topics to discuss.

Then one of the heretic said,
“We’ve never looked into till
when we would live. Now let’s
investigate for how long we are
going to stay alive.” The other
three, upon hearing this, said,
“Mm, this is a very good idea.”
So the four of them sat
down and concentrated in
observation. In time, one of
them, the young heretic jumped
up, and said in panic, “This is
terrible, I’ve only got seven days
remaining in my life!” Right
then, the other three heretics all
sprang to their feet, all in the
same great panic, and all said the

same thing: “There are only

seven days remaining in my life!”
One of them complained, “Well,
this is all your fault, we were doing
fine until you told everyone to
observe life. Look, all four of
us have only seven days to live.
What shall we do?” One of them
then said, “Let’s hurry up to
come up with an idea. Let’s see if
we could find a way out; we
won’t die within these seven
days.

One of the heretic, he
said, “I will rise up to into the
skies to hide in the tips of the
clouds; Death won’t find me
there.” The next one said, “I think
I’d better hide in the sea, into the
deepest part of the sea, this way,
Death won’t find me either.” The
third heretic said: “As for me, I
think the best method is to hide
where torrents of people rushing




about — people come and go
twenty-four hours a day. If I hide
there, Death for sure won’t find
me.” The forth heretic said, “Will
I think, the best thing to do, I
feel, is to flee into the mountains,
this way Death won’t find me.”

So these four people,
having said this, started about
their happiest six days. On the
night of the sixth day, they went to
the royal palace, to bid farewell to
the king. The king, upon hearing
that tomorrow would be their life
ending day, had a banquet prepared
in their honor. The king said to
them, “I hope to see you again
tomorrow, if I could see you
again, [ would have an even more
abundant feast prepared to offer
to you.”

One the seventh day, one
heretic soared up into the empty
space; the other dived into the
sea; the third went into the thick
of the crowds; and the fourth, ran
off into the mountains and hid
there.

Inside the palace, the
king was wondering, “These four
people, would they escape
Death?” While he was thinking,
all of a sudden, crowds of people
collected outside, somebody was
crying out loud; momentarily, the
guard came running in to tell the
king: “O King, someone fell from
the tip of the clouds, he is dead.”

In no time, someone else
came and reported to the king: “O
King, a corpse drifted from over

the sea. It’s the dead body of one
of the heretics that bid farewell to
the King yesterday.” The king
thought, “Two dead now, what
about the other two?” Not long
after, another person reported,
“My King, in the busiest market
place, someone was found dead
there.” There remains the last one,
thought the king, “This person is
hiding in the mountain, is he safe?”
But there was no safety for this
person, because, soon enough, this
person died, which was discovered
by a woodcutter. The king knew
that the gang of four all died.

It came to the king’s
mind that, “These four people,
with such fine cultivation, still
did not ward off Death, what
about me?” He thought about
himself, “I have got nothing, I
don’t know how to cultivate either,
will T not be more miserable at
death? No, this can’t go on.” He
then thought he should go to seek
answer from the World Honored
One, as to whether there is a
method to avoid life and death?
So the king had an abundant
amount of offering packed, and
started out with his group, then
they arrived at the Buddha’s Jeta
Grove Monastery. The king
bowed and made his offering,
then he asked the World Honored
One: “O the World Honored One,
how can humans escape life and
death?” The World Honor One
said, “There is no other ways, but

only one way, to cultivate. You

10

cultivate, then you would break
away from this sea of suffering
through life and death. Without
cultivation, you will forever
experience rebirths in the six
paths.”

Now the story has come
to an end, has it occurred to any
one of you that although we were
born as humans, however, in our
life, how many happy things we
have, still how many afflictions we
have? Are there more afflictions?
Or is there more happiness? As
the saying goes, “There is a
hard-to-read each
family.” Master
Hsuan Hua told us, this hard-to-
read sutra, who’s done reading
it? Do you know? Let me tell

you, this sutra, those who have

sutra in

Venerable

finished reading it are the left-
home persons. So the Venerable
Master said, the left-home persons
have finished reading this sutra,
that is why they are able to leave
home.

Leaving home is the first
station along the path of cultivation.
Without being a left-home person,
you would never become a
Buddha. All
though in this life time there

right, even
is no chance of leaving home,
you can go to make a vow sincerely
before the Buddha: vow that next
life I should enter the path as
a youth, and leave home to
cultivate. This is our one utmost
important vow, all of you, do not
forget about this.
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GOLD SAGE MONASTERY ANNOUNCEMENT OF DHARMA ASSEMBLIES

- HH3i%8) Buddhist Events in February, 2011

meonns

2/13,20 (8:00aM~9:00 aM) |[1BEXFL/EE The Shurangama Mantra Recitation

Medicine Buddha Repentance

2/6 ZEEMFHMES  (8:15AM~ 4:00PM )

HE 51300 |EVCOBBBSTAEIBE (900 an~ 1100 AM)
Sunday ’ Lecture on the Golden Light of the Most Victorious Kings

2/ 27 %@%;:ngiﬁg ( 8:15AM ~ 4:00PM )
Dharma Assembly of Buddha Recitation

BIY~7 X 235 | THBMED ( 8:30am ~ 4000 )
Thu~Sat. Thousand Buddhas Repentance Dharma Assembly
#H (Everyday) 1 pm KAEMEE Great Compassion Repentance

= HE15%8) Buddhist Events in March, 2011

H Date i 2

3/5 @7\ 2:00PM~ 4:30PM

RE2I  Elders’ Dharma Study Group
i

P
==

=B IEIZESE Dharma Assembly of Buddha Recitation

3/ 6 SBF! 8:15aAM~ 4:00PM

IR TR
Lecture on the Golden Light of the Most Victorious Kings

3/13,27 58! 8:15AM~ 11AM 2E5F
(GSM)

BhESSREENLS

Celebration of Gwan Yin Bochisattva’s Birthday

3/23 5= 8:30AM ~ 10:20AM

KX FEEE Great Compassion Repentance

BB (Everyday) 1 pm

BN SSEEDEZ
Celebration of Gwan Yin Bochisattva’s Birthday
TETRELHETRIFEREWSINES » 5BR3F17HLRIHRES

Gold Sage Monastery will arrange bus tour for same-day travel.

¥ 2 R,

20 YHF!
3/20 41 (CTTB)
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Auspiciousness

A family is created from people. people are created from false thoughts.

If you can change your evil false thoughts into good thoughts,

then you become a good person.

If you change your good thoughts into evil thoughts, then you become a bad person.
That is the key.

Those studying Buddhism, must first “Not do any evil, and do all good deeds.”
This is a basic principle.

If people could behave like this, then the world would become better.

The auspicious energy in the world would increase

and the perverse energy in the world would decrease.

If the universe is full of auspicious energy, then the world will not explode.




