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Little Friends, Little Friends,

Hands by Hands, Walk Forward Together.

Gold Sage
Monastery
= EF

Date HEA: July 10,2011 ~ Aug. 21, 2011
Time B#fS: Sunday, 9 a.m. ~ 11:00 a.m.
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No fighting, no greed, no seeking, no selfishness, no pursuing personal advantage, and no lying.
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By the Venerable Master Hua
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Doing Something without Letting It Be Known
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We who study Buddhism should
cultivate with our feet planted
firmly on the ground. We should apply
true and honest effort, and not be greedy
for fame. A phony reputation is of no use
in cultivation. We should really do things
without letting it be known. For instance,
this time in praying for rain we got real
results. That is an example of doing
something without letting it be known.
Don't be greedy for fame that lacks
anything real to back it up. Fame with
nothing to back it up is phony repute.

Don't be greedy for a false name. In every
move and every word, strive to be true.
Be as true as you can. That's the way a
Buddhist should be.

You must build up your inner virtue and
integrity, and possess both knowledge and
wisdom. Only then can you be considered a
capable person. Don't be greedy for worldly
fame; don't hanker after worldly gain.
Those are sterile flowers which bloom
but don't bear fruit. This is such a crucial
point, I hope everyone will take heed of
it!
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Recite Mahayana Sutras, And Enter Buddha's Realm Together
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I remember before the Venerable
Master entered nirvana, he said
if we wanted, we could either
recite the Buddha’s name or
Avatamsaka Sutra for 49 days.
In other words, Shr Fu had hoped
that we cultivate according to
these two Dharma Doors.

The Avatamsaka Sutra has
many volumes, among all the
Buddhist sutras, it is the greatest
one since its teachings are the
most vast and profound, that is
why it is called the Buddha's
Flower Garland Sutra of Great
Expansive Teachings. The scope
it covers is very expansive, in the
first and last dharma assembly,
universal worthy bodhisattva is
the dharma host, which indicates
the whole sutra is consistent and
connected.
of the
Avatamsaka Sutra, it teaches us

In many parts

to renounce attachments, therefore
it talks a lot about the Dharma of
Empty. We worldly people tend
to be attached in many ways, from
wholesome  or  unwholesome
dharmas, to our relatives, jobs etc.
In the Ten Grounds Chapter, a
verse goes, “Birth and death are
created from minds; with minds
being extinguished, birth and
death will end.” If we can empty
our minds, then we can end birth
and death.

Then how to end birth
and death? It is by removing
our attachments. So in the later
passage, it mentions, “Following

with ignorance, all existences
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arise; if not following ignorance,
all existences will stop into being.”
The entire sutra is very esoteric and
profound, if a person reads the sutra
with a pure, straight and compassion
mind, having such good roots, he will
be very blissful. Therefore, if
when you recite the sutra, you
give rise to a happy mind, a mind
willing to learn, then you must
have planted good root many
eons ago. Actually, we all have
good root, more or less, but the
point is how we can make our
good roots grow more deep, solid,
expansive and extensive, which is
very important. A person with
enough deep good roots has al-
ready gained liberation in the
Proper Dharma Age or the Image
Dharma Age. Now the Buddha
has entered Nirvana for over
3000 years, and we are still here,
it is because our good roots are
not sufficient, although we do
have some goodness for us to
study Buddhadharma.

We know from sutras that
many laypersons got enlightened
or obtained pure dharma eye once
they heard Buddha’s lecture. Some
of them even reached sagehood
once they just met the Buddha
or listened to a few words of his
lecture. How could it be that
easy? How come we have read so
many sutras, and we are not
enlightened yet. It certainly because
our times and good roots are
different from theirs. Let me
share a story about a family in
Sravasti, so that you would know

how deep good roots people had
when the Buddha was in the
world.

Sravasti is translated as
abundance and virtue? Why is it
called this name? Because this
country was abundant in renowned
people, superb materials, plentiful
treasures and rich land, moreover,
people were replete with the virtue
of liberation and prajna. In this
country, most people were filial to
parents, respectful to teachers and
elders; also they were faithful to
the Triple Jewel and diligent in
cultivating wholesome karma.
The reputation of their kindness
had been widely spread, so people
of other countries paid visit to
Sravasti in order to know how they
were like.

One day a Brahman arrived
at Sravasit, he saw a father and son
working in a farm. Suddenly, a
venomous snake came out and
killed the son. But the father did
not panic, and he continued on
his plowing. This Brahman was
very anxious, he asked: “Who is
this dead, how come you just
ignore him?” The farmer said,
“Oh, he is my son. Where are you
from?” The Brahman replied, “I
came from abroad, since I have
heard people in this county are
very nice, so came to visit.” The
farmer said, “If you pass by my
house, please tell my wife to send
just one lunch box today.” The
Brahman was very surprised, he
thought, “Your son is dead, and
you are not crying or panic, how
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The 16" anniversary of Venerable Master Hua' s Nirvana

come you acts as if nothing
happened, and ask your wife to
send one lunch box.”

Upon leaving, the Brahman
asked the farmer, "Do you feel
grieved or sad?" The farmer
replied, "Life and death has its
time, good and evil deeds bring
about corresponding retributions
of karma respectively. What
benefits can sadness and worries
bring to the dead?" The Brahman
sighed and went on to the
He told the
farmer's wife: "Your son was bitten

farmer’s home.
by a snake and dead, so your
husband asked you to prepare
just one lunch box today." The
wife said, “Ok, and she was not
sorrowful or crying either.” The
Brahman was very surprised,
"You do not feel sad?" The wife
said to him, "When my son came,
I could refuse him, now he left, I
cannot stop him either, since
everyone undergoes retributions

of their own karma, there is no

Pure Sound From Silicon Valley Newsletter Issue 183 July, 2011

point of feeling sad, which is of
no use to my son. The Brahman
really could accept what the wife
said, so he went on to tell the
farmer’s daughter, the sister of
the deceased. He said, "Your
brother is dead." The sister had
the same reaction, she did not
cry, “Because people’s getting
together is like a raft- when
there is a cause to be together,
then people stay together; when a
strong wind blows, everyone departed
and went on his own way.” so she
was not sad. Again he found the
deceased's wife and told her: "Your
husband has been bitten by snakes
and died." The
are together when

wife said,
"Couples
having affinities, and will be apart
when affinities end, husband and
wife are like birds in a forest, living
together when there is conditions to
be together, otherwise, they fly
apart when affinities end." So she
did not cry. Later the Brahman

found the son and told him:

"Your father has been bitten by a
snake and is dead." The Brahman
thought the son would definitely
cry? But it turned out the son did
not cry either, the Brahma said,
"Your father is dead, how come
you not cry?" The son said, "I am
like a calf who follows along
with an adult cow, if the cow was
killed, the little cattle had nothing
do to help, if I cry, that makes no
sense to my father." The Brahman
was so upset, since he really could
not accept their reactions, he was
wondering to himself as he went
out: “People in this country are
known for their wholesomeness
in being filial and cultivating of
the Ten Good Deeds, but the first
family I encountered are so cold
and ruthless, there is not a bit
sense of gratitude in their hearts.”

The Brahman wandered
pointlessly around the city, and
later he was told that the Buddha
was in the vicinity, so he went to see
the Buddha. He told the Buddha, "I
have heard people of this country are
faithful to the Triple Jewel, and
they are replete with merit and
virtue, so I came here for a visit,
but I found they were actually
ruthless." Buddha replied:" These
five people are not ruthless, but
instead they have gained liberation,
free of attachments. In fact,
they are aware that this world
is impermanent, so does the
impermanence of life, that is
why they do not cry over the
impermanence, in addition,
crying is not helpful to the

7



After the Buddha
spoke a lot of Dharma for him, the

deceased."

Brahman said," Oh, it is because
they have no attachment in their
hearts instead of being ruthless. So
that is how life goes, and we
should not cry for the deceased,
but should cultivate blessings and
do good deeds on behalf them,
only by this way, can we benefit
the deceased. "

From this story we can see how
people at that time treated worldly
things, objects, and people around
them. People nowadays cannot
reach half of the state of people at
that time. In particular, it is difficult
for us to have no attachment to
those who are very close to us. For
example, if other people’s father
and mother died, you may not cry
because it's not your parents, and
you have no attachment to them.
However, if our own parents
were dying, we would be very
sad. It is an expression of filial
piety, but since we are studying
Buddhardharma, we should use
our wisdom to find a way to help
parents, for example, we can help
them study wholesome dharmas,
or Buddhadharma, so they can gain
liberation together, and doing this
is the genuinely great filial piety.
Since by attending to parents’
daily needs, we are performing
small filial piety, however if we
can help them learn Buddhadharma
and find the road to ultimate
liberation from samsara, then
we are practicing genuinely
great filial piety.

8

More and more disasters happened
in this world, and they became
more and more severe and out of
control, for example, tornados
happened in the central United
States in late April is the fiercest one
ever in U.S. history, it caused the
most casualties, houses were swept
the same way as being bombed in
World War II. According to the
Avatamsaka Sutra, living beings’
karma is not caused by natural
disasters, but instead by people’s
minds. The minds were getting
more and more unwholesome,
therefore incurred worse and worse
karma retributions. We know from
the previous story that it is very
important to cultivate deep and
solid good roots. A collection of
minds of goodness will help reduce
disasters. How to cultivate good
roots? We should always keep
good-hearted, do not kill, do not
get angry, do not oppress others, as
well as be respectful to teachers, be

filial piety to parents, strictly hold

the five precepts, and do all
kinds of wholesome deeds, so
as to influence people around
us in good ways. Only by doing
so, can we make this world more
peaceful, and practice in accordance
with principles in Avatamsaka Sutra.
The ultimate purpose of the Sutra
is to teach us how to transcend the
turbid world, ultimately attained
rebirth in the pure land, the Land
of Ultimate Bliss. If we want our
cultivation and practice to be
solid and perfect, we should
transfer our blessing accumulated
in this life to attain rebirth in the
Pure Land of our Dharma Body,
instead of seeking longevity in
this world. This is wholesome
dharma which is ultimate, and it
is blessings we will eventually
accomplish. Finally I wish everyone
be complete with wisdom and
blessings, frequently recite
Mahayana Sutras, realize the
Buddha’s wisdom, and attain
Buddhahood.
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Following Shr Fu's teachings to repay his kindness
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' I \oday is the 16" anniversary
of Venerable Master Hsuan

in the

morning around six, the parking

Hua’s Nirvana. Early
lot was filled with cars. For the
sake of praying in tribute to the
Venerable Master, many people
came for the three steps one bow
pilgrim. Bowing started from the
gate towards the Buddha Hall,
everyone respectfully recited in
unison ‘“Homage to the Buddha's
Flower Garland Sutra of Great
Expansive Teachings, and The
Ocean Wide Buddhas and
Bodhisattvas”. After arriving
at the Buddha Hall, participants
sincerely recited one chapter of
the Flower Adornment Sutra,
followed by Universal Bowing.
The highlight of the anniversary
was the Food-Passing Offering
which
careful preparation and passing

Ceremony, involved
of many exquisite food offerings
made by disciples. This ceremony
depicted a touching metaphor of
disciples who continue to pass
down the Venerable Master’s
teachings.

During lunch, participants
respectfully listened to a lecture
by Dharma Master Heng Shen, who
taught everyone the importance of
letting go of attachments, harboring
thoughts and
holding five precepts.

good strictly
The
afternoon was a continuation
of reciting the Flower
Adornment Sutra, ending a day

of adorned ceremony. Although

the Venerable Master has already
left us, his wise words and great
teachings forever remain in our
hearts, constantly reminding us to
cultivate according to Dharma.

Now I would like to share
with you my affinity with the
Venerable Master. I came to the
United States over eighteen years
ago. I first came in contact with the
Venerable Master’s monastery
through my brother-in-law’s
influence. I was fortunate enough
to meet the Venerable Master in
person, but my affinities were not
yet mature at the time, so I did
not become a disciple till after his
passing away. It wasn’t until recent
years did I start regularly visiting
Gold Sage Monastery to listen to
lectures and do volunteer work
helping me realize the lingering
care that The Venerable Master
had for his disciples.

One time, I was bothered
over matters related to my child,
not knowing what to do. I even
thought of resorting to advices
from a fortune teller. On a whim,
I flipped open a book on the
Venerable Master’s lecture,
where I found a sentence: “Each
child has his own destiny.” He
also mentioned that it is inappropriate
to rely on fortune tellers. 1 really
couldn’t escape from Shr Fu’s
Dharma eye! The Buddhas and the
Venerable Master are always
showering me with compassion.
These few years, I’ve been

consistently volunteering at

10

the monastery to show my
appreciation, not desiring any
reward in return. Even so, I feel
that my dedication does not
measure up to all the help that
I’ve received.

Last month I went back to
Taiwan to take care of my sick
mother. Throughout her life she
has gone through eleven surgeries.
According to the doctor, she
would need another surgery for
relieving pain. Every day I recited
Medicine Master Sutra, Earth
Store Bodhisattva Sutra, and 108
times Medicine Master Mantra
and Eradicate Sickness Mantra,
also praying to the Venerable
Master. Under the Buddhas’,
Bodhisattvas’ and the Venerable
Master’s compassionate protection,
a remarkable way to heal my
mothers’ sickness was discovered.
Not only was my mother’s pain
alleviated, but she didn’t even
need to perform surgery. Even
my non-Buddhist sister found this
is inconceivable.

I thank the Venerable
Master for establishing this
virtuous Dharma monastery
for us to become better cultivators.
I believe that following the
Venerable Master’s teachings
will help us attain ultimate

fulfillment in our lives.
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GOLD SAGE MONASTERY ANNOUNCEMENT OF DHARMA ASSEMBLIES

LHHEE) Buddhist Events in July, 2011

7 /24 (8:00AM~9:00 AM ) BER7L/ASE The Shurangama Mantra Recitation
7/3 SHEIEESE ( 8:15aM ~ 4:00pM )
Dharma Assembly of Buddha Recitation
7 /10 7'(?7(5)3?—%5 g ( 8:15AM ~ 4:00PM )
ﬁEI Six Syllable Mantra Assembly
Sunday 7 pa | EICOBRBE TR (9:00 AM ~ 11:00 AM)
Lecture on the Golden Light of the Most Victorious Kings
7131 HELES  ( 8:15AM ~ 4:00PM )
Earth Store Dharma Assembly
B 7/ RS2MHYT (2:000M~ 4:300M )
Sat. Elders’ Dharma Study Group
B 719 |BENBSEREMEAS (8:30am- 10:20am)
Tue. Celebration of Guan Yin Bodhisattva’s Enlightenment
&H (Everyday) 1 pm KAEMES Great Compassion Repentance
J\HB3%8) Buddhist Events in August, 2011 H Date i 25
RE2#HYI Elders’ Dharma Study Group 8/ 638+ 2:00PM~ 4:30PM
#1E7%P9 The Guan Yin Dharma Door 8/ 738 [1 8:15AM~ 2:30PM
HEBT
M= Earth Store Recitation 8/ 8~14 8:15AM~ 4PM
R (GSM)
=5 N N . TE[-H2~
FABEAEE Celebration of Ullambana 8/14 51 8:15AM il
KAEMEE Great Compassion Repentance CEZHARIRN) | &8 (Everyday) 1 pm
e e L
Celebration of Earth Store Bodhisattva’s Birthday 8/28 S
TREFRTHEIRIERMSIES » 55558820881 - ! (CTTB)

GSM will arrange bus tour for same-day travel. Please sign up before Aug. 25




%5
Dharma Realm Buddhist Association

Gold Sage Monastery
11455 Clayton Road, San Jose, CA 95127
Tel : (408) 923-7243 / Fax: (408) 923-1064

B e 4R www.drba.org

NON-PROFIT ORG
U.S. POSTAGE
PAID
PERMIT # 34
SUNNYVALE, CA

EOLL PR AR e L

Celebration of Ullambana and Earth Store Recitation
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Gold Sage Monastery would like to welcome everyone to attend
1. The Earth Store Recitation staring from August 8 to 14, 2011. 8:15am ~4pm
( Set up Plaques for Lengthening Life and for the Rebirth are available.)
2. Celebration of Ullambana on August, 14 (Sunday) , staring from 8:15 am.




