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The one word “Amitabha” is the king of all Dharmas.

The Five Periods and the Eight Teachings are all contained within it.
A cultivator needs only to uphold and recite it single-mindedly,

And he will certainly reach the still, bright, and unmoving field.

g EA 1 / by Venerable Master Hua
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No fighting, no greed, no seeking, no selfishness, no pursuing personal advantage, and no lying.
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A sincere mind engenders an efficacious response

g/ kA M/ A talk given by Venerable Master Hua
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"If the mind is sincere,
there will be an efficacious
response." If you are sincere
to the utmost, you will be able
to accomplish whatever you set
out to do. There's a saying,
"When sincerity reaches the
ultimate point, even metal and
rock can give way." We should
be earnest and concentrated in
everything we do, and not get
distracted.
single-minded,

If you can be
you will
succeed in everything. In
cultivating the Buddhadharma,
we want to be single-minded
and focus completely on what
we are doing. We should see
Buddhism as more important
than eating, or making money,
or winning at the horse races.
Buddhism should be more important
than studying, getting a scholarship,
or earning a doctorate. We should
regard it as more important than
wearing clothes or sleeping. If
we can be like this in our every
thought, and never speak recklessly,
we can all become Buddhas. It all
depends on how vigorously we

apply ourselves.

As everyone knows, the
Buddha said, "All living beings
have the Buddha nature and can
become Buddhas. It is only because
of idle thinking and attachments
that they cannot attain realization."
I think many people probably do
not understand the principle of

nonobstruction. You may or

may not understand what I am
saying today, but whether you
agree with me or not, I still
want to say it. I could put it
this way: "All living beings
have the Bodhisattva nature and
can become Bodhisattvas. It is
because of idle thinking and
attachments that they become
Bodhisattvas. All living beings
have the nature of Those
Enlightened to Conditions and
can become Those Enlightened
to Conditions. It is because of
idle thinking and attachments
that they go off and become
Those Enlightened to Conditions.
All living beings have the nature
of Hearers and can become
Hearers. It is because of idle
thinking and attachments that
they go off and become Hearers.
All living beings have the nature
of gods and can ascend to the
heavens. Why are they born in
the heavens? It's also because of
their idle thinking and attachments.
All living beings have the asura
nature, and due to their idle thinking
and attachments they become asuras.
All living beings have the human
nature and can become people.
Because of their ignorant, idle
thinking and attachments, they
head off in the direction of people.
The same applies to the three evil
paths. All living beings have the
animal nature and can become
Why? Because they
have the attachments of animals.

animals.

All living beings have the nature of




hungry ghosts and can become hungry
ghosts. If you do a lot of the ten evils
of killing, stealing, lust, greed, hatred,
stupidity, lying, indecent speech,
harsh speech, and divisive speech,
then you will turn into a hungry
ghost. All living beings have the
nature of hell-beings and can fall
into the hells. If you are not careful
when you are a human, then you
may run off to the hells."

Because of the idle thinking
and attachments we living beings of
the nine Dharma-realms have, we
become whatever we think about. If
we can clear away the idle thoughts
we have as living beings of the nine
Dharma-realms, then even if we
aren't trying to, we can soon become
Buddhas. Why do I say this? Let me
give an example that relates to our
human world. In the past, only
someone who was born into the
position could become the emperor.
None of the common people could
become the emperor. If they did, it
was because they had revolted and
seized the throne. In present-day
democratic countries, anyone
can run for president and get
elected. Every citizen has the right

to run for president. In the same

way, anyone can become a Buddha,

provided they put good effort into
their cultivation. In this respect,
becoming a Buddha is similar to
becoming the head-of-state. I don't
know whether what I've said is true
or false. If not, just consider it
talking in a dream.
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As Long as I Have One Breath Left
I Will Speak Sutras and the Dharma (2)
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The second Buddhist Study
Summer Session began on June
16, 1969. In the afternoon, the
Venerable Master lectured on the
Chapter on  the  Universal
Worthy’s Conducts and Vows from
Buddha’s Flower-Garland Sutra
of Great

(Avatamsaka Sutra). In the evening,

Expansive  Teachings
the Master continued with the
Wonderful Dharma Lotus Flower
Sutra. The ten great vows of
Universal Worthy Bodhisattva,
is no different than exhorting all
Buddhist practitioners to bring forth

a mind of reverence, perseverance,

fearlessness, kindness and compassion,
and great resolve — in learning and
practicing the Ten Kings of Vows
of the Universal Worthy. The
Venerable Master often encouraged
us to cherish the spirit of sacrificing
for the Dharma, especially in
this country, and to work hard
for Buddhism based on the
strength of great conducts and
vows. The Lecture on Chapter of
Universal Worthy’s Conducts and
Vows was complete on July 25,
1969.

Starting August 4, 1969,
the Venerable Master conducted
an afternoon lecture series on The
Sixth Patriarch’s Dharma Jewel
Platform Sutra, which concluded
on September 12. Chan School is
characterized by special transmission
outside the scriptures and independent
of words, aiming at pointing directly
to the mind: seeing into one's nature

6

and thereby attaining Buddhahood.
The Sixth Patriarch’s

Jewel Platform Sutra emphasizes

Dharma

that all beings are Buddhas, no
differences exist originally in their
Buddha nature; one needs simply
use this mind to straightaway
accomplish Buddhahood. Outside
of the mind, there exists no other
Buddhahood. The Venerable Master
repeatedly told us: “Do not seek
after Buddha Dharma or Buddha

Way outside your own minds; If

being away from your own
minds, then all dharmas cannot
be attained.” The Master’s words
are medicine for the audiences, so
that they can leave behind the views
they are attached to,and directly

enter the Buddha Way.

The Venerable Master’s
tirelessness and devotion in
propagating the Buddha-dharma
moved the disciples. With their
full confidence, they vigorously
working on realizing the truth. In
1969, the Master’s five disciples
of American nationality sought
full Buddhist ordination at the
Haihui
Taiwan. Upon their returning
to the United States, these five
disciples became literally the first
Bhikkhus and Bhikkhunis in

American Buddhism.

Monastery, Keelung,

During their leave from
the United States, the Dharma
Flower Dharma Assembly
stopped temporally; instead, the

Master scheduled the Amitabha

2200 H3 2012 F12 B

PN awa
PWerRS



Dharma Assembly. Herein the
Venerable Master focused on the
importance of confidence — Faith
is the origin of the Way and the
Mother of merit and virtue; it
gives birth to and nurtures all
roots of goodness. To cultivate
the Pure Land Dharma Door, one
must be complete in faith, resolve,
and conduct, single-mindedly and
sincerely reciting Namo Amituofo.
At the end of life, the Buddha
and the sagely assembly will all
come to receive and lead the way
for this person to be reborn in the
Land of Ultimate Bliss, and the
person will not anymore suffer
the cycles of life and death.
This dharma assembly began
on October 29, 1969 and
concluded on December 25.

Subsequently in 1970,
the lectures were resumed on The
Wonderful Dharma Lotus Flower
Sutra while a seven-day Chan
Session and an Amitabha Buddha
Recitation Session were conducted
respectively. During these events,
the Venerable Master, in simple
and lively language, talked in
depth about the essence for both

sessions.

Between May 17 to June
7, 1970, the Venerable Master
gave talks on The Shastra on the
Door to Understanding the 100
Dharmas. This is the basis for the
School of Mere-Consciousness, it
is one of “the eleven Shastras
that establish Principles”, as well

Pure Sound From Silicon Valley Newsletter Issue 200 December, 2012

as Buddhist psychology. On the
surface, it is analysis of names
and forms; in reality, it tells us
clearly the shapes, functionalities
of human sense organs, as well as
their interrelationships; it also enables
us to get to know some terminologies
of the sutras.

The Venerable Master
Wonderful
Dharma Lotus Flower Sutra during
the third Buddhist Study Summer

Session.

continued on The

From November 15
through February the following
year, there were fourteen weeks
of Chan Meditation, which started
at 3 a.m. and ended 12 midnight
each day. During this “100-Day
Chan” the Venerable

Master spoke about the greatness

session,

of the past high monks from
Biographies of High Sangha, as
well as the purpose and methods of
sitting meditation. All participants
benefited tremendously. On a
weekly basis the Master gave nine
dharma talks in all, on weekday
evenings and on Saturday and
Sunday afternoons. During this
period, we founded Gold Mountain
Chan Monastery, and did a significant
amount of remodeling of the interior,
turning it into a Buddhist Way Place.
Gold Mountain Monastery also
became the new headquarter of
the Sino-American Buddhist
Association.

Starting on April 18, 1971
The Venerable Master lectured on

The Shastra On the Awakening of
Faith in Mahayana, urged us to
aspire for pure faith in Mahayana,
cutting off dark doubts and wrong
attachments, ensuring the universal
continuance of the lineage of Buddha
Dharma, never for a moment let it
stop.

On June 13 the same
year, the Forth Buddhist Study
Summer Session opened. The
Venerable Master embarked on
talks on Buddha’s Flower-Garland
Sutra of Great Expansive Teachings
(Avatamsaka Sutra), spoken by
Shakyamuni Buddha to the Great
Knights of the Dharma Body
during the first 21 days of his
The Venerable
Master adopted Qing Liang

enlightenment.

National Master’s Commentary on
the Avatamsaka Sutra. The Venerable
Master began with The Preface to the
Flower Adornment Sutra Prologue,
then moved on to The Flower
Adornment Sutra Prologue. The
Master lectured every day for
one year and five months —
three hundred and seventy-five
lectures in all. The lecture series
concluded on November 10, 1972.
He immediately started lecturing on
the sutra text of The Avatamsaka
Sutra on November 12, nine lectures
weekly.

The Avatamsaka Assembly
concluded in November 1979. The
lectures lasted nine years with
dharma feasts totaling over a few
thousand times. This great Sutra

7



of the dharma realm aims at mani-
festing the fundamental dharma
wheels, and is mother of all sutras;
the immense teachings manifest
the state of flower store through
the “Dharma Body Vairochana”
at fruition, the “Ten Lotus Flower
Store Sea of Worlds” as the retribu-
tion state, the “Universal Worthy’s
Compassionate Vows™ as causal con-
ducts, and the “Ten Ten Inexhaustible,
Perfect Great
Dharma” as dharma-doors for cul-

and Harmonious

tivation. This sutra can be said to
be the summit of all the Buddhas’
sublime and wondrous wisdom and
its function, while completely re-
vealing all kinds of nature and
phenomena, principles and spe-
cific matters throughout the uni-
verse; the sutra in itself, is also a
collection of all the essential
dharma-doors for cultivating on
the mind-grounds.

This time period witnessed
the establishment of the International
Translation Institute — women branch
m San Francisco, the Gold Wheel
Monastery in Los Angeles, and the
City of Ten Thousand Buddhas in
Dharma Town, City of Ukiah. From
1976 on, with the compassionate vow
of rising above himself for the
Dharma, the Master

worked tirelessly in propagating

Venerable

the dharma at these way places,
liberating the multitude. In 1978,
the Master re-opened talks in Gold
Wheel Monastery on The Past Vows
of the Earth Store Bodhisattva.
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Two years ago I had the

opportunity to come to Gold
Sage Monastery and as a result
got to know the Venerable
I read the
Master’s lectures, such as Great
Master
Enlightenment, and Shastra On
The Door to Understanding The
Hundred Dharmas of Mahayana,

Master’s dharma.

Yong Jia’s Song of

etc.; The Dharma Treasure Altar
of the Sixth Patriarch left me the
deepest impression.

Now the time has come,
and I took refuge with the Triple
Jewels in the City of Ten Thousand
Buddhas.

masters presided over the Taking

Two virtuous dharma

Refuge Ceremony, and I finally
became a disciple of the Triple
Jewels. I felt like a child returning
home, who at young age was
separated from parents and had
suffered straying away out in the
world. Now having returned home
and reunited with my parents, my
heart was filled with great joy. So
on the day I took refuge, I told
myself: from now on [ will be a
brand new self, work hard to learn
Buddha Dharma and remove my
bad habits. It felt like another
birthday for me. In the past, I got
light-headed every time I bowed
to the Buddhas. My body was not
up to the work of reciting the sutra
and bowing to the Buddhas at the
same time. Strange enough, since my
taking refuge, I vowed to venerate the

Buddhas; then I found my




lightheadedness disappeared.

To be a Buddhist, we need
to believe in cause and effect; we
need to be kind, good-moraled,
and helpful to others. The most
important of all is to observe
the Five Precepts, which is my
immediate goal. Do not steal,
do not cheat, do not lie, and do
not drink alcohol --- as getting
drunk makes one vulnerable to
committing crimes. Above all: do
not kill. Every species of creatures
possess spirits, we should nurture
our compassion and cherish them.

I once read a story. A
Chan master was cultivating in
seclusion in the mountains. He
was kind all his life and did not
kill even a single animal. Every
day, two snakes came to his hut to
listen to the master reciting sutras
and the Buddhas’ names. Because
the Chan master had a gracefully
pure and resonant voice, they enjoyed
listening to it. The master helped
them take refuge with the Triple
Jewels, so the two snakes followed
the Chan master in cultivation.

Master and disciples led a free
and peaceful life in the forest.
Later the Chan master passed
away. Many people witnessed
the two snakes’ daily visits to the
bury ground to pay veneration to
the master. So, all beings, including
all animals, have the Buddha
nature. We should cherish
them.

I remember a few years
ago, in my dream, I was standing
on top of a mountain, where it
was beautiful, quiet and peaceful
all around. The sky was brightly
blue. Looking from mountain top
down to the valleys below, it was
like a fairy land with beautiful
flowers blooming everywhere.
Suddenly I saw a small tree
waving, growing slowly upwards,
and getting higher and bigger. I was
curious, how come it grew so big
in a split second? A voice broke
out from the sky, “Here there is
an enlightened high monk
thought to
myself, who is this high monk?

cultivating.” 1

Suddenly, there appeared a very

spacious cave; I had never seen
such a large way place. Many
people came from afar to attend
the dharma assembly. I too went
in and looked inside towards the
Great Hall --- well, it was Elder
Monk Hsuan Hua,
dharma talk. But what was the
Elder Monk talking about? I
could not hear a word of it. |

giving a

thought it might be the language;
else, it must be my heavy karmas.
A year later, | had another dream.
This time I stood by the Elder
Monk with many people around
him. The Elder Monk was giving
a dharma talk to the faithful. I
still did not hear it, as if I was
deaf. I don’t know why?

In the future I am determined
to go to GSM and to work hard in
leaming Buddhism and in reading
the Elder Monk’s lectures. I hope
now that I have taken refuge with
the Triple Jewels, if 1 have the
opportunity to dream of the Elder
Monk talking about the dharma,
I would be able to hear and
understand it.
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Venerable Master Hua said to his disciples :
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g

As long as you can change your faults and renew yourself,

no matter how serious the offenses you have committed were,

I'm willing to be responsible for them.
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GOLD SAGE MONASTERY ANNOUNCEMENT OF DHARMA ASSEMBLIES

+_F{25E&) Buddhist Events in December, 2012

12 /9( 8:00AM ~ 9:00AM ) WBEXIL/ESE  The Shurangama Mantra Recitation

12/2 RBIIEED ( 8:15aM ~4:000M )
Dharma Assembly of Buddha Recitation

1279 ESCOIRBSERETBEE ( 9:00aM ~11:00aM )
NE3 E Lecture on the Golden Light of the Most Victorious Kings

12/16 BEUEE ( 8:15aM ~11:00aM )
Dharma Assembly of Shurangama

ZFEE (8:15AM~2:30PM )

12/30 Dharma Assembly of Guan Yin
S REGH2I (2:00pM~ 4:30PM )
J@/ \ 1271 Elders’ Dharma Study Group
NSRS 12/29 B EICHEFAE 8:30AM
= Celebration of Amitabha Buddha'’s Birthday
=FH1 pm K AEM A= Great Compassion Repentance CEZHEARIFRIN)

EBPIHEPCFRESSE A Celebration of Amitabha Buddha's Birthday
SREFRLHCTEREEHREMSILEE - BREIBRE12820 12 /2388 A0 2 IR,
BLRERARES -

Gold Sage Monastery will arrange bus tour for same-day travel. (CTTB)

Please sign up early.

—F){97E5&) Buddhist Events in January, 2013 BEHA Date i 25

R5HZ2YT Elders’ Dharma Study Group 1/5 58+ 2:00PM~ 4:30PM

#1552 Dharma Assembly of Guan Yin 1/6 BF! 8:15aM

S HEIZESE Dharma Assembly of Buddha Recitation 1/13 38F! 8:15AM ~4:00PM TEBF
_ (GSM)

KAEAE Great Compassion Repentance &=H (Everyday) 1 pm

1520,27BMZESEENR TEIAMD » SHEERE

Please note events on 1/20 &27 will be announced in next issue.
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BT ERFIIRIRIA:

Let your children grow up in a pure environment

EEFRFERHESZI » /LR 15138

GSM Sunday School spring season will start from Jan. 13, 2013

Al

FERFR : 18138F68982013%F (2EEHR L9F ~ 11 8
BETHE - 3~17 5%

B F:707T. $£_1: 507T

SOE0EEE ¢ (408) 923-7243

Time : Jan. 13 to June 9, 2013, Sunday, 9AM ~ 11AM
Age :3-17 years old

Fee :$70, Second child: $50

TEL :(408) 923-7243




