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Cultivators should remember this verse from the Vajra Sutra,
All things born of conditions are like dreams,

Like illusions, bubbles, and shadows;

Like dewdrops, like flashes of lightning:

Contemplate them in these ways.

E2 LA B4 /By Venerable Master Hua
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No fighting, no greed, no seeking, no selfishness, no pursuing personal advantage, and no lying.
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The Ten Dharma Realms Are Not Beyond a Single Though
----- The Dharma Realm of Gods and Asuras

H2 BN Bil7/ By Venerable Master Hua
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(5) The Dharma Realm of Gods
The six desire and Brahma
gods, With five precepts and
ten good acts,

Plant seeds that have outflows,
So the turning wheel is hard
to stop.

The six desire and Brahma
gods: The six Desire Heavens are
the heavens of the Desire Realm.
The Desire Realm,
Realm, and the Formless Realm

the Form

are called the Three Realms.
Right now, we are under the
Heaven of the Four Kings, which
is one of the six Desire Heavens. The
heaven which we can see directly is
the Heaven of the Four Kings, ruled
by the Four Great Heavenly
Kings. This Heaven is located
halfway up Mount Sumeru.

The people of ancient
China recognized the supreme
lord, but did not know about the
Buddha. In the Shang Dynasty,
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Emperor Tang used a black bull
as an offering to the supreme lord
and said, "I, Lu, but a small child,
presume to use this black bull in
venturing to make known to the
Supreme Ruling Lord that if I
have offenses, they are not the
people's, and if the people have
offenses, the offenses rest with
me." Emperor Tang's name was
Lu, and he referred to himself as
a small child out of respect for
the supreme lord. He earnestly
told the Lord that if he made errors,
the citizens should not be blamed,
and that if the common folk of his
country committed offenses, the
responsibility should rest with the
Emperor for not having taught
them correctly.

The ancient sages and
worthies would always blame and
punish themselves, unlike people
nowadays who, clearly knowing
they are at fault, say, "Oh, I didn't
have anything to do with it. It's
all his doing." "It's his fault, so
why are you blaming me?" "God,
you're really unfair! Why is that
person so rich, while I'm penniless?
Why is he so honored, while I'm
lowly?" They damn heaven and
curse at people, never admitting
that they are wrong, and only
looking for the faults of others. The
ancient sages always acknowledged
their own mistakes.

The second heaven is the
heaven of Lord Shakra. There are
eight heavens to its east, eight
heavens to its west, eight heavens
to its south, and eight heavens
to its north, making thirty-two
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heavens surrounding it. That's the
second heaven in the Desire Realm.

The third heaven is the
Suyama Heaven. The beings in this
heaven are extremely happy, and
they sing songs from morning to
night. What do they sing? They
sing, "How happy I am!" They
are happy in the six periods of the
day and night. Suyama means
"time period," because every time

period is joyful.
The fourth is the Tushita
Heaven. Tushita means

"blissfully content." The gods are
constantly happy and satisfied.
Since they know to be content, they
are always happy. From moming to
night, they have no cares or worries,
and no afflictions. This heaven is
also called the Heaven of
Contentment, because the gods
are constantly content and happy,
with no worries or afflictions.

The fifth is the Heaven of Bliss
by Transformation. The gods can obtain
happiness by transformation. When
they think about clothing, clothing
appears. When they think about food,
food appears. Freely performing
transformations, they are extremely
blissful.

The sixth is the Heaven
of Transformation of Others'
Bliss. Originally these gods had
no happiness of their own, so
they take the bliss of other
heavens and transform it into
their own. Why do they do this?
It's because they're unprincipled.
They're just like bandits in the
human realm who seize the
wealth and possessions of other

Pure Sound From Silicon Valley Newsletter Issue 192  April, 2012

people for themselves, not caring
whether others live or die. Many
celestial demons and their retinues
can be found in this heaven.

"The six

Brahma gods": The six Desire

desire  and

Heavens have already been discussed.
The Brahma heavens refer to the
Great Brahma Heaven, the Heaven
of the Multitudes of Brahma, and
the Heaven of the Ministers of
Brahma. They cultivated the five
precepts and ten good acts, thus
earning the blessings of being
born in the heavens. But these are
good roots which have outflows.
They plant seeds that have outflows, /
So the turning wheel is hard to stop.
Since they plant these seeds that have
outflows, it is difficult for them
to end birth and death. One
must cultivate the causes for
transcending the world if one
wants to escape the turning
wheel of samsara.

(6) The Dharma Realm of Asuras
Asuras have a violent nature;
Laden with blessings, lacking
power,

Absolutely determined to fight,
They bob along in karma's tow.

Asura is a Sanskrit word
which means '"unattractive" or
"ugly." Male asuras are extremely
ugly and love to fight with others.
Female asuras are extremely beautiful,
but they love to wage mental wars using
jealousy, obstructiveness, ignorance and
afflictions.

Although the asuras are an
individual Dharma Realm by
themselves, no matter which destiny
it is, if there are aggressive fighters

with huge tempers who like to order
others around but don' like be ordered
around, who like to supervise others but
don't like to be supervised, these are
also manifestations of asuras.
Among people, asuras can
be good or bad. The good asuras
include military officials and soldiers,
and the bad asuras are bandits, thieves,
and so forth. In general, those who
like to steal other people's things,
beat
people, or kill people, are all

seize others' belongings,
called asuras.

In the heavens, the asuras
wage war with the heavenly
troops. From morning to night,
they hope to overthrow Lord
Shakra and seize the jeweled
throne. But they are defeated
every time, because although
they possess the blessings of gods,
they lack the power of gods.
Therefore, they may wage war
with the heavenly troops, but they
are always defeated.

The asuras in the animal
realm tend to take advantage of
the other animals. Wolves, tigers,
and lions, for example, wish to
eat other animals, because they
have asura natures. Snakes and
eagles are also asuras.

Asuras in the ghost realm
bully other ghosts. There are
good ghosts and evil ghosts. The
evil ghosts refuse to listen to reason.
Basically, ghosts generally cannot
be reasoned with, but the evil
ghosts are the most unreasonable
among the unreasonable.

Asuras have a violent nature:
they are extremely violent in nature.
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Laden
power: they have heavenly blessings,

with  blessings, lacking
but no power in the heavens. They
struggle for power and gain, but fail
to get them. Absolutely determined to
fight: they just love to fight. Take a
look at this world: it's a world of
asuras. All that people talk about
is fighting, fighting, fighting.
People are fighting for this and
fighting for that. You knock me
over, and I push you down. They
bob along in karma's tow: they
are dragged by the force of their
karma into the karmic destinies.
Therefore, cultivators must avoid
fighting at all costs. Don't be so
belligerent and eager to fight.
Don't have an explosive temper,
and then you won't be associated
with asuras.

In general, asuras refuse to
listen to reason. They constantly
lose their temper at everyone. If we
take a closer look at the asuras, we
find that five of the nine Dharma
Realms contain asuras. In the Dharma
Realm of animals, there are asuras
among the birds and asuras among
the beasts. For example, crocodiles
are asuras in the aquatic world.
There are also horse asuras. In a
herd of horses, there may be one
horse which causes a lot of trouble.
That's known as "a horse which
harms the herd." Most bulls are
also asuras. The bovine nature is
an asura nature. Dogs are even
more prone to be asuras. People
who raise dogs and spend a lot of
time with dogs may also develop
asura natures, so be careful! Don't
run off to join the asuras.
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An Once A Year Cleansing Event
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A Talk by DM Heng Jun in the

reat Hall, CTTB
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On the second day of the Ten

Thousand Buddha’s Repentance,
I started to have a serious cold,
coughing hectically. Four days
ago, in the Hall, my cough turned
into asthma. Thank goodness, the
recitation of the assembly was
loud enough that my cough did
not upset people around me. The
day before at ten o’clock in the
evening, I started to cough again,
seriously, and all of a sudden lost
consciousness. An unknown length
of time passed, and suddenly in a
trance [ heard the voices of many

people. “Where am I? What is

this place?” Then I realized that |
was in my dorm room.

Having had similar
encounters a few times, I have come
to realize that life is just between
breathings! Therefore this time, I
had the foresight to set up my own
plaque of quelling disasters and
lengthening life; I had also set up
the rebirth plaque for my debtors,
With the

power of the efforts and cultivations

enemies and relatives.

of the assembly here, I have again
pulled through this challenge.
Without all that was done, I
might be needing assistance of
recitation from you folks now
(meaning: I might be on the verge
of death ---- translator).

During last year’s Ten
Thousand Buddha Repentance, a
dharma master had a heart attack
one late night and was rushed to
the hospital.
dharma assembly the year before,

During the same

another dharma master was in so
much pain that she collapsed on
the floor.
about sending her to the emergency;

Someone was talking

but the patient, crying and yelling in
pain and suffering, insisted on not
going. At that time a doctor was in
the assembly, and was asked to
the urgent care on the spot. The
doctor told me afterwards that the
carctaker said to send her to the
hospital, but the patient insisted on
not going. Being in the middle, I
really did not know what to do.” He
continued: “in the end, I could not
bother about their opinions; I
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went ahead with my healing
efforts. Indeed, to be honest, I
did not know much what to do
with someone in her condition. |
just did whatever 1 could.” He
said that through the invisible
empowerment of Buddhas and
Bodhisattvas, the sick dharma
master calmed down, surviving
the life-threatening episode.
People might not know the
blessings they have. Had I not
mentioned the above, you might
not know during this period, someone
is facing the very moment of a battle
between life and death. For this
reason, everyone here is so
blessed to be free from sufferings
and calamities while bowing to
the ten thousand Buddhas in the
Great Hall of the CTTB! Sure,
the unpredictable weather caused
difficulties;
you sometimes caused afflictions

sure, folks around
in you; but you bowed along
peacefully in repentance. How
blessed you are! You should
and be
gratefully for this, and do your
best in the Buddhist work.
Repentance ---- what to

especially cherish

repent? It is to repent all evil
karmas we’ve committed in the
past and present. What evil? That
from body, mouth, and mind.
Most of us are not people of great
talent and are not able to realize
enlightenment instantly in the
moment. So we must cultivate
gradually. Be diligent ----

“diligently dusting and cleaning at

Pure Sound From Silicon Valley Newsletter Issue 192 April, 2012

all times”. What to dust? Dusting
off evil tirelessly, by means of
repentance, cultivation, deeds of
merit and virtue, cross over living
beings to liberation, constantly
self-reflection and purification of
karmic offenses ---- in the hope
to end evil and to nurture goodness;
and that the time will come when all
karmas come to an end and all
emotional lust become empty!
Here we are, bowing in
body,
mouth, and mind are creating

repentance while our
karmas unceasingly. Bowing in
repentance is like doing laundry
everyday. Guess in the meantime,
how many more dirty clothes are
being accumulated! Not to mention
the need to wash the dirty clothes
accumulated life after life! Think
of this: when bowing in repentance
over the past few days, have you
been washing clothes? Or have
you just been turning up more
dirty clothes? To commit karmas
during repentance is as if it
looks like clothes are being
washed; in fact, dirty ones are

increasing instead of decreasing.

Someone told me, “I’ve come
to the repentance every year.
It’s been a good many years! |
think I have done just about
enough repentance and enough
liberation of beings as well.” 1
looked at this person, from head
to feet, again from feet to head; |
couldn’t tell that this person had
achieved emptiness in karma and

emotional lust. Neither could I

tell that he was a “jobless won-
dering folk” (job — ¥, means

both “job” and “karma’in Chi-
nese ---- translator); he was still
a person of afflictions.

Many people come to the
Ten Thousand Buddha Repentance
every year. “The recitation is truly
melodious; I come here almost
every year!” Well, can you tell the
difference in yourself between this
year and last year? Many people
are still in square one year after
year! Of course, it is better to come
than not to come. But during the
assembly, if you do not understand
the meaning of repentance, are not
able to make conscious efforts in
“repentance”, you are merely
following along with the
dharma assembly. What a pity
that you are about to leave the
treasure mountain with empty
hands! Some people are very
worried about “the End of the
World”. 1 told them, “there are
calamities, but is absolutely not
the end of the world. Don’t
Let us concentrate on
this  will
naturally add to world stability

worry!
bowing repentance;
and strengthen the power of
peace.

There are fifteen-minute
breaks between sessions of the
repentance. Some will be using
the restrooms, the rest of the people
are advised to sit in quietness, reciting
the Buddha’s name, or reviewing
the names of the Buddhas just
being bowed to. This should be

9



beneficial to you. Because we
were in motion when we were
bowing earlier; to quiet down
now in reciting the Buddha’s
name is still ---- this is a good
time to experience the blessed
protection from the Buddhas. The
other thing to do during breaks is
to reflect upon and learn from the
names of the Buddhas one by one
in the repentance text. For example,
while bowing to “Namo Buddha
Free of Anger and Hatred”, you
could think, “I am willing to learn
from ‘Buddha Free of Anger and
Hatred’; T would not have anger
and hatred now, nor in the future.”
Sometime today or yesterday,
we came across a Buddha by
the name of “Namo Lovely
Buddha.” For the ten years
bowing repentance in CTTB, I
honestly have not been aware of
this name. This was my
“discovery for the first time” that
there is “Namo Lovely Buddha”
What a
lovely name! Now [ wonder
which one of the Buddhas did

among all Buddhas.

you see when you were bowing
to them?

Once on the way to the
Great Hall, a big peacock near
me made a loud cry. Peacocks
cry in various sounds. The cry
right then sounded like from a
“broken-gong” throat “gua...”,
which took me by surprise. |
walked by, complaining, “Can you
sound a bit pleasant? For crying out
loud!” Then I got to the Great Hall
and started bowing to the
Buddhas. Sure enough, soon I
was bowing to “Namo Peacock’s
Voice Buddha”. 1 thought to
myself, “Good Heaven! This is
a reminder from Buddhas and
Bodhisattvas that I should be
polite even when speaking to
peacocks!” So folks, this is
the response from bowing the
repentance. It’s up to you to
grasp it.

Among repentance
assemblies, the Ten Thousand
Buddhas Repentance can be said as
a marathon repentance. The
regular Great Compassion

Repentance is an hour and
a half, the Water Repentance or the
Pure Land Repentance is half a day
or one day at most. The Jeweled
Repentance of Emperor Liang is
seven days. But in CTTB, the
Ten Thousand Buddhas Repentance
is 23 days. This takes persistence.
Some people are vigorous at the
beginning, but afflictions occur
along the way and they leave
the assembly halfway. To bow
the Ten Thousand Buddhas
Repentance is to have a good
cleanse once a year. It’s an
opportunity to be cherished. I
often remind people ---- It’s
good to have come versus to
have not come; good to have
come earlier versus later; and
good to come every year versus
just this year. Folks, which type
of these “good’s” do you belong
to? Amitabha!

RERBRE - BF A T B

REKAT I T REH

We must look within ourselves and clearly see our own faults. Then we need to earnestly repent
of these past mistakes. We must not hold onto our stinking habits and fail to let them go.

ERRBART -

g kA &% /By Venerable Master Hua
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GoOLD SAGE MONASTERY ANNOUNCEMENT OF DHARMA ASSEMBLIES

I JV}?F[FI*J Buddhist Events in April, 2012

471 A ﬁFA 8:15AM ~4:00PM )
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Guan Yin Dharma Door
H— ~ E l 4/2~25 iy %‘Eﬁ ”‘;’f (weekday starting Ipm , Sat & Sun 8:15AM ~ noon )
at 4/28 R % féﬂﬁljﬁﬁ?ﬁ (iﬁfé‘@%ﬁ ) ( 8:15AM ~ 10:30AM)
=) F11 pm AR FﬁGreat Compassion Repentance (i {7 [ 1)
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Tk V}if \F7 Buddhist Events in May, 2012

FIH] Date

;‘%ﬁ 427~ Elders’ Dharma Study Group

5/5 Y&+ 2:00PM~ 4:30PM

AP S %’7 Dharma Assembly of Buddha Recitation

5/6 YEF!8:15AM~ 4:00PM

@f{ % Ff Gwan Yin Dharma Door

5/13 ! 8:15AM~ 2:309M

fd ) &rCherishing Youth Day

5/20 EF! 8:30AM~ 2:00PM
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Sutra on the Lotus Flower of the Wondrous Dharma Recitation

5/26,27 ¥+ o FI
8:15AM~ noon

*Jﬂ%dirlﬁ Great Compassion Repentance (3 rf"HFF 1F&91)
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Gold Sage Monastery Recent Dharma Events
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1, Avatamsaka Sutra Recitation

Time: April 2~ 25, 2012, starting at 1:00pm. Sat. & Sunday starting from 8:15 AM.
( Except April 22 .)
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2, Celebration of Shakyamuni Buddha’s Birthday

Time: April 28 (Saturday) at 8:15am ( Bathing the Buddha day )
We welcome everyone to attend!




