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Be gentle and agreeable. Avoid a hot temper.
Do not be frightened under any circumstances.

— 8 % LA 34%/ By The Venerable Master Hua
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No fighting, no greed, no seeking, no selfishness, no pursuing personal advantage, and no lying.
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Abide by the rulesin the year of the Snake

Froo B BHAAT et i B PR P
Dharma Talk by the Venerable Master Hua on the 1st day of the lunar month in year 1989
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H appy New Yea to evarybody!
Today is the fird day of the lunar
year, we must bring forth our
minds to be good people and do
not be as muddled as in the
pas. Learning Buddhism is to
learn wisdom and we must
continue not to do muddied
things again. At times, intentionally
or unintentiondly we do muddied
things, we must then have the
courage to make a change for the
good. Last year, travel agents
were very unhgppy with me for
saying about the danger of traveling.
| said about the likelihood of the
malfunctioning of airplanes, about
the problems of ship and also the
danger of traveling on vehicles
and trains. | said we must do less
traveling and more bowing to the
Buddha. This was what | said
last year.

Last year was the year of
dragon and dragon has endless
transformations. They can be
very friendly and at times they
can be very hogtile. Why are
they like that? It is because they
are very temperamental.
Friendly or antagonistic depends
on whether they give rise to their
temper. Hence, there were many
disagters lagt year, the year of the
dragon. Even my trip to Malaysa
to propagate the dharma was
hindered by a black vicious
dragon. It blocked my way
hoping that | would not meke the
trip. Hence, | had some difficulties
with my visagpplication. Therefore,

| arived a few days later than the
dharma propagation group,
causing disappointment to
those people that came to the
airport to welcome me. Even the
organiser herself encountered many
obdrudions  She gave indructions to
peoplenct to goto the arport to receive
me She didnt even inform them on
the time of my arrival. However,
there was still a small group of
people that secretly went to the
airport to welcome me. Thisisa
funny issue. Why? It is because
this dragon had turned hogtile
when it learned that | had spoken
out on its conduct.

Just a few days before
going to Taiwan, there was an
announcement that a typhoon of
scale 28 or 29 will definitely be
hitting Tawan. | am now hoping
that the typhoon will not hit Taiwan
as many people will hesitate to
attend the dharma assembly if
there was a typhoon. Fortunately,
Master Zhi Gong was there
guarding Taiwan. With a wave
of his hand, the typhoon was
made to change its course of
direction. There wasn't any
problems when we arrived in
Taiwan to conduct the dharma
assembly. This might be due to
the strength of Master Zhi Gong.
This event happened last year.

This year is the year of
snake. The snake can be friendly
and can be vicious
aso. Friendly snake will not
bite people, however, it will be
very dangerousif people wereto be
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biten by vicious snake. Therefore,
this year it is better not to kill
snake, not to go hunting and less
fishing. Thisis because fishing is
dangerous and hunting is aso
dangerous. More importantly not
to get angry with other people.
We must live in harmony.

We buddhists must harbor
a kind, compassionate, joyous
and giving heart. Must uphold
the 4 great vows:. "Living beings
are boundless, | vow to save
them; Afflictions are endless, |
vow to cut them off; Dharma doors
are limitless, | vow to study them;
Buddha way is unsurpassed, | vow
to attainit."

Based on the four
boundless mind, make a persona
undertaking to fulfill the four
great vows as well as the four
assisting dharmas ( giving, kind
words, beneficial conducts and
co-operation) to educate living
beings. This is the spirit of a
Bodisattava.

Another very important
matter is that one should not
gamble this year. Those who love
to gamble will more likely to lose
than win. Also boys should not
chase after girls and girls should
not chase after boys either. If
you do so, you certainly will be
bitten by the snake to the extent
that you would have no chance of
survival. Therefore in this year
one must not kill. One should not
kill even mosquitoes, insects
and cockroaches. Your killing,
regardless of what it is, will
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give the snake the opportunity
to take you up for a settlement. It
will say: "Because you have
committed the offense of killing,
for the sake of justice, | am going
to bite you to death. On their behdf, |
am going to get rid of you. Bear in
mind: do not kill chicken, duck, ox,
goat and pig. You kill them now.
In the future life they will kill
you. What about stealing? Can
one steal? It is better not to steal.
Someone said: "l never steal! So,
there should not be any problems
right?' 1 am not talking about
you. | am taking about those
people that steal. Also
no adultery and telling too much
lies. Also one should not drink
too much liquor. This year, you
must abide to good conducts and
know your position. In this way,
you will not be bitten by the
snake. If one do not abide by the
rules, then one will be bitten by

the snake.

Mainly, those people
with monies should not buy
stocks and shares as they may
lose them all. As for those with
less monies that buy stocks and
shares, they dso cannot make
much money, perhaps just enough
for their food only. Therefore, this
year do not gamble, kill, sted,
commit adultery, tell lies and
indulge in alcoholic drinks.
This year one must observe the
five precepts and practice the 10
good deeds. Only then, this
snake will have no way to hite
you. Everyone should pay attention
to this, this year you must be
stringent and don't get angry.
If you don't pay attention to this,
you are going to regret. Do not say
| never tdl you in advance.

Actudly today, | plan to
meet up with my fellow DongBei
friends. They had requested me to

join them in their New Year
gathering. Hence, after | finish
speaking to al of you, | will have
to go to San Jose to meet up with
them. You have to pay attention
to what | have said. In this year
one should not kill, steal, commit
adultery, tell lies, not to gamble,
not to fish, not to hunt and a so not
to commit murderous acts. This
year one must conduct onesdlf in a
proper manner. Wishing al of you
good hesdlth, a ddightful spirit and
aHappy New Year!

| first counted there were
an excess of one hundred and
fifty people doing the 3 steps one
bow from the mountain gate to
the buddha hall. The best is all of
you can preserve the spirit of 3
steps one bow to protect and
support the triple jewels. That's
all for today and this year all of
you will be lucky and have your
wishes granted.
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People who cultivate the Way want to really do the work with effort; actual skill is al that counts.
Don't crave fame and profits; don't publicize yourself. Follow the spirit of the Bodhisattvas Manjushri,
Samantabhadra (Universal Worthy), Avalokiteshvara (Guanshiyin), and Ksitigarbha (Earth Treasury) as
they guard the Way-place and teach and transform living beings. These Bodhisattvas fed that living beings
accomplishments are the same as their own accomplishment. They don't make distinctions between self and
others. Bodhisattvas joyfully support the merit and virtue they see and hear others doing.

—F N LA 354/ By The Venerable Master Hua
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Welcometo come

ffl=- / By Dharma Master Heng Jyun
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/ \ctually | did not like the

Dharma-door of reciting
Buddha' s name before, at thet time,
| consdered mysdf as inteligent
and | liked reciting sutras, and
thought recitation of Buddhas
name was too easy for me. However
in 1995 when the Venerable Master
Hsuan Hua entered into nirvana,
his disciples recited the
Buddha’'s name for 24 hrsin the
No-word Hall, finaly | was
able to experience how supreme
reciting the Buddha's name is. At
that time, | went to the No-word
Hall at 11PM every evening, and it
was dark al over, however visble
from far away, the bright light
from the No-word Hall, the sound
of reciting the Buddha's name
was like a ship in the boundless
ocean of suffering, carrying us
through the darkness to the other
shore. At that time, somebody
said: “How blessed the Venerable
Master is to have so many people
come reciting the Buddha' s name
for him, he will sure go to the
Land of Ultimate Bliss.” | told
her, “The Venerable Master do
no need us help recite for him!
His entering dtillness is just
showing us how to recite the
Buddha's name.”

Ever since | have faith in
the Dharma-door of reciting
Buddha's name, recitaion the
Buddhd s name in circumambulation
in the everyday evening ceremony
became my favorite. How to recite
the Buddha's name? Many

people just recite the Buddha's
name with mouth instead of mind,
while reciting, they kept looking
at their watch now and then,
wondering, “When will the
recitation come to end?’ For me,
| am ddighted a reciting the
Buddha s name, not letting a second
dip by. In reciting Namo Amitabha
Buddha, when | recite Na, the
Chinese character Na will appear
before me; When | recite Mo,
the Chinese character Mo will
appear; When | recite Buddha,
the Chinese character Buddha
will appear. When | look a the
wal while redting, the characters
Namo Amitabha Buddha will gppesar
on the wdl, when | look a your
shoulder, they will gppear on your
shoulder.

My mouth is redting the
Buddha s name, my mind isfocusng
on the word‘Buddha”, wherever
my eye goes, the wall or people,
it is looking a the word
“Buddha”, my earsis listening to
my own sound of reciting
Buddha s name, therefore my six
sense organs are al reciting
Namo Amitabha Buddha. My
mind can extremely focus when |
recite the Buddha's name in this
way for 20 mins. | won't be reciting
the Buddha with mouth, without
knowing where my mind goes.

Every time when | wasin
a car on the freeway, | would
follow the Venerable Master’s
instructions, by reciting Namo
Guan Shr Yin Bodhisattva three
times, then recite the Great

8

Compassion Mantra 21 times,
after | finish recitation, | would
transfer the merit to have a safe
trip and to al living beings so that
they can be crossed over earlier.
Whenever we pass by a bridge,
some of the bridges such as Gold
Gate Bridge and Oakland Bay
Bridge are pretty long, which
possbly take 3-bmins drive
through the entire bridge, | would
recite Namo Amitabha Buddha
just as the Venerable Master
taught us.

Once when | was passing
a bridge, | was putting my palms
together while reciting the
Buddha's name, and my eyes
were focusing on the road in
front of me, and my mind was
so focusing on characters Namo
Amitabha Buddha, to a point
that the Amitabha Buddha was
about to appear before me. When
we were goproaching the toll gation,
uddenly four words came into my
mind. What were those four
Chinese words? Welcome to
come! At that time | was still
working on my recitation, but |
wondered how come | had such
false thinking during recitation
today?

When we arrived at the
toll station to pay for the fee, the
clerk told us: “You do not need
pay, people in front of you have
aready paid for you and left you
a note.” It was a yellow scratch
paper with a smiling face on it
and it said “ Good luck”. | finally

understood, “oh, it is really
PERE F203H3 2013 F03 3



welcoming to come.”

A boss of ajewelry shop
likes to recite the Buddha' s name.
One day, since there was no
custom, he started to recite the
Buddha's name and was ready to
close for the day. Suddenly a
guest came, he thought, “It is
good to have a guest coming.”
However, unexpectedly, the guest
entered the door, and caught hold
of him and used a knife against
his neck: the guest was a robber.
Then the wife came out and
screamed out of terror. The robber
said: “Give me al your gold and
silver!” The wife had to give
him all the jewels in the display
cabinet. The robber said: “If
you dare to call police, | will
come for revenge and you will
die miserably.” Then he ran away.

After the robber left, the
boss immediately locked the door,
and calculated his loss while he
was reciting Amitabha Buddha's
name. His wife was very angry
and sad: “You have been
robbed! so you are still reciting
the Amitabha Buddha?’ He said:
“Amitabha Buddha, Amitabha

Buddha...” Then suddenly there
was a intense knock on the iron
door, somebody was knocking
the door. His wife said: “You go
to open the door!” The boss was
afraid and stood still, keeping
reciting: “Amitabha Buddha,
Amitabha Buddha....”His wife
was very angry and scolded him:
“Now you are ill reciting Amitabha
Buddha, how usdess you are!” No
other choice, the boss had to open
the door.

When he opened the door,
unexpectedly it was the robber
again, the robber said: “It was an
unlucky day, after | left from here,
there were policemen all around.
Never mind, hereyou are!” then
the robber threw the bag of
jewels back to him. Having
the lost jewels back, he was so
happy and said to his wife
“Amitabha Buddha, Amitabha
Buddha helped return the jewels
tous.”

| am telling this story is to
tell you that reciting the
Buddha's name is not just for
people who is dying, but actually
is aso very helpful to you and

people around you if you recite
here and now. When you are
reciting the Buddha's name,
your mind illuminates with light,
your mouth illuminates with
light, and there is also light on
the top of your head. If you are
not single-mindedly reciting, it
is just a small thread of light as
small as the candle light. If you
are very sincere, then people
around you will be influenced by
your light, since your radiance is
very supreme, very bright.
Amitabha Buddha means
limitless light and limitless
lifespan, therefore when you
recite the Buddha's name, you
do not need seek help from other
people for a brilliance future or a
long lifespan, because you yourself
possess limitless light and limitless
lifespan. You can never imagine
or describe how wondrous the
recitation of the Buddha's name
is, therefore, Be mindful of the
Buddha's name al the times and
never forget to do so. Moreover
remember to transfer the merit
of your recitation, which isvery
important. Amitabha Buddha

Bik—N—22%
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Cultivation is not a one-day affair. Rather,

we must cultivate in thought after thought,
from morning to night, year after year and month after month.

—E % LA #%4%/ By The Venerable Master Hua
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— By The Venerable Master Hua
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Cultivators of the Way need genuine wisdom. Having genuine wisdom means not praising oneself and
disparaging others, saying, Look at me! I'm number one. I'm the purest and loftiest. Everyone else is
common and lowly. Those who praise themselves have no future. Even when alive, they are as good as dead,
for they have gone againg their own conscience and integrity. They look down on others and are completely
wrapped up in themselves. Such people make the Buddhas and Bodhi sattvas most unhappy. If you wish to make the
Buddhas and Bodhi sattvas happy and receive their protection, you must practice what you preach. Your words must
match your actions, and your actions must accord with your words. There should be no discrepancy between them.
Don't boast about your own virtue, then make amess of things.

Cultivators shouldn't be selfish or seek to benefit them-selves. They should benefit others. They should
neither hurt nor look down upon others. They should reflect mindfully upon themselves in regard to the past
and present, and then contemplate the future. If you can be mindful in thought after thought, and maintain
your conscience and integrity in every moment, your good roots will naturally grow. Your Bodhi resolve will
expand and you will be able to practice the Bodhisattva Path to benefit al living beings. These functions are
al interrelated.

You should take care not to retreat from your Bodhi resolve out of fear of demons. Demonic obstacles
are tests. By analogy, when a student first enters school, he may find the courses difficult. But after a while,
they become easier.
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GoOLD SAGE MONASTERY ANNOUNCEMENT OF DHARMA ASSEMBLIES

—=F{97&#) Buddhist Events in March, 2013

3/3 2FBIIZES ( 8:15am ~4:00pm )
Dharma Assembly of Buddha Recitation
3/9-10 T #EE=Z  ( 8:15am ~ 4:00pm )
B Thousand Buddhas Repentance Dharma Assembly
Sunday 3/16~17 TEsmINESEEERE  (8:15aM ~afternoon)
Recite Sutra on the Lotus Flower of the Wondrous Dharma
3/ 31 T\?ﬁ@%‘%ﬁiﬂ%iﬁg (815am ‘“400pm)
Six Syllable Bright Mantra Assembly
3/2 REBZ2YT (2:00PM~ 4:30PM )
5@7'( Elders’ Dharma Study Group
Saturday |, ERMESEEEI  (8:15AM ~ 4.000M)
Celebration of Gwan Yin Bodhisattva’s Birthday
FH1pm KAEMEE = Great Compassion Repentance GEEEIRIRN)
BN SEERELEZ
Celebration of Gwan Yin Bodhisattva’s Birthday i EXE: =)
. Ay T ey, TEEA S 3/24 [
SRTRLHBTATRNSIES » 51382 OUAHRS : (CTTB)

Gold Sage Monastery will arrange bus tour for same-day travel.

POE{9E&) Buddhist Events in April, 2013 BEf Date Hh Fb
K521 Elders’ Dharma Study Group 4/ 6 5B+ 2:00pPM~ 4:30PM
SFHBIEIZESE Dharma Assembly of Buddha Recitation 4/ 7 B! 8:15AM ~4:00PM

f@ﬁiﬁ@ Earth Store Recitation

SIS ~4.
4/ 14 5EF! 8:15AM ~4:00PM SE

ZAE=BKIKIEEZ The Water Repentance 4121LB1 8:15AM ~afternoon

(GSM)

122/D'E The Cherishing Youth Day

4/ 2858F! 9:00aM ~2:00PM

KAEMEE Great Compassion Repentance  CEZERRIBRMN) $H (Everyday ) 1 pm
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Gold Sage Monasery and Gold Mountain Monagery will hold the Cherishing

Youth Day on April 28,2013from 9amto2pm at Gold Sage M onastery.

We welcome all children to come this festive occasion. There will be performances, fun games,
and great prizes! There will also be a BBQ feast. There will be different stands with FREE
food! Thisisafreefediva for everyoneto enjoy!

We hope everyone will come. Please invite your friends to Come and join usl!




