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The simple secret to studying:
When you are moving around, your mind will be confused and muddled.

—Z s EA B4/ by Venerable Master Hua
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No fighting, no greed, no seeking, no selfishness, no pursuing personal advantage, and no lying.
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How to Attain Transcendental Wisdom ?

Ju\ °

— fror B RS /Talk given by the Venerable Master Hua on May 1, 1983
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‘ ~ e have to use the false

to facilitate the cultivation of
the true. We should follow the
example of the Buddhas and
Bodhisattvas,
transcendental wisdom and

who have

inconceivable spiritual
powers. How did they attain
their wisdom and powers?

To put it in a nutshell,
when they were on the causal
ground, they cultivated seriously
and upheld the precepts carefully
at all times and in all places.
They had perfect deportment
while walking, standing,
sitting, and reclining, setting
an example with their own
conduct. They spared no
effort for the sake of living beings
and took all the work and blame
upon themselves. They never
showed off or publi-cized the
meritorious deeds they did to
benefit living beings; they
took rescuing living beings as
their personal duty. The
Buddhas and Bodhisattvas
helped living beings without
seeking any rewards or feeling
any regret. They showed great
kindness to those with whom
they had no affinities and
practiced great compassion
by regarding all beings as
with
Through such cultivation, they

identical themselves.
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attained transcendental wisdom

and inconceivable spiritual

powers.
When

Sutra lectures, we have to

listening to

contemplate and digest what
we hear before we can receive
the benefit. Otherwise, after
having listened to many
lectures well begin to neglect the
doctrines spoken in the Sutras,
or even put the principles on
the back burner, neither
investigating nor contemplating
them, only using our worldly
intelli-gence to do muddled
things. This kind of foolish
behavior is unfilial to the
Buddhas and Bodhisattvas,
our ances-tors, parents, and
teachers. We should earnestly
uphold  the
and not be

practice and
Buddhadharma,
lazy or careless. We must be
cautious at all times and
places, be vigorous, and
strictly uphold the precepts.
These are the guidelines
cultivators must follow.

If we have improper
habits and faults, we must
them. We

cling to our faults, refuse to

correct cannot

correct them, even defend
them. That would be "helping
King Zhou perpetuate evil."
King Zhou was a depraved
tyrant during the late Shang

dynasty, and evildoers are
said to have helped him in
his tyranny. The "King
Zhou" of

Mara, the demon king. When

culti-vation 1is

the demon king sees the
Buddhadharma flourishing, he
feels uneasy and does all he
can to destroy Buddhism and
disrupt its Way-places. If you
have a Way-place, he'll come
to disturb it. If you don't have
a Way-place, then he'll come
to disturb your body and mind,
making you feel restless and ill
at ease, so that you cannot
practice the Dharma. This is a
case of direct sabotage. There
is also indirect sabotage, such
as enticing you with all kinds
of states that cause you to lose
samadhi power, get carried
away and fall into his trap,
losing the resolve to cultivate.
Therefore cultivators
should be as calm and steady
as Mount Sumeru, remaining
unmoved no matter what
states they encounter. Then
the demon king will be
helpless to do anything; he
will have to abandon his armor

and run away.




The True Meaning of Being Thankful
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] 7/ Spoken by Dharma Master Heng Nian

%% 2 3% 3%/ English Translation by Lotus Lee

—t

"Fjgaﬁwﬁi 3

A = B PR B
Tﬁ » RL T AR 5 | R
U Bl |25 —Kj‘\:ﬁﬂiga,
1??4 TR

T MPEEREL g
it TRE s BERLIN B fﬁ PEi
§i¢%EJ$§pa\lJ§§«9Wﬁ B
e [Fﬁ]ﬁrﬁ,q&ﬁ“ﬁﬁ{ r.ﬁv > fh
i%&idﬁ?r[, S a5 r,%\ﬁfll
25 P s o ) e
P et [N 2 Sgp e <5 I - 85
RS i?ﬁ? JIFpuRIEC
FOETY MR R ol WL A
G S RLETE)ES
Fps = 25 P er B L i
T}QW‘%H

Flfg =%~ s

g R AR
B PR TG 0 N PR
M) o s FEPRLE]ZS
S TR o F N IS
SETS T4 0 1 R
WLHJFE'BFJL“F@'
WL ,5,..1H@% 2] {3k
FE30 BB Y HIpU P 3y
e SR AsARgE I Bl
SRLR R L (T -
TR~ [
Tt 2| 7 7 4 I‘Jfgﬂigl B
I L i ? SEERLE . 7
INAEIEE ﬂ”rJ‘}iﬁF‘%Eﬂ VLF:P
[ERAR IR EE  ib r E R o
Rl R e 2 4 =25
A E R > YN S IS M

B Rl ?

—:—Igﬁ ’ ‘Ig\[6

vars

E SR T

[ FR= T ﬁ&
R B S W) 4
AR E B A P o L
PR B PR RS (T
oo TR A T L
el -

FHE AR T
Sl (EERESI EECEN A
fﬂ;}gﬁ;ﬁ  HEZG P B
IELRIRA L - Gkl 7
AR At il
iﬁﬁu’~fiﬁﬁwﬁﬁ%‘
E3ISEs Y %ﬁ%’;@ U S
%%*w’&ﬁﬁﬁf?ﬁ
[

@@%ﬁhﬁwgﬁﬂ
U 2y Hag o2 = #rp

£21383 2014 01 B



B RURLT 2R AR -
S AL
T2 o wEe
o[RS PP el -
A8 PR R -
ARSI
Apl-e S EVP FRR
R - RS R R -
SRR
I 0 4 N rﬁﬂjﬁﬁﬁlﬁ?
Ry > @I RLE forklfe!
fﬁf’ﬁé@%&ﬂ o B R
FERARO-o - FETRAEH PR,
ORI PRIR S - 25 45 ]
P RL i ERLEL - AT
P it & e b
F;[??i[ R EE S BIPE IF:‘
(b e A RN

TpufE

;4&?

Pure Sound From Silicon Valley Newsletter Issue 213 January, 2014

It will be Thanksgiving in a

couple of days. Emperor
Liang’s Repentance at Gold
Sage Monastery is always held
during Thanksgiving break.
Therefore, I think that we should
all learn to be thankful.

Actually, Buddhism also
talks about being thankful. In
Chinese, the word for being
thankful is made of the two
characters “gan” and “en.”
“Gan” means to be moved or
touched. Our minds are always
moved by different things, which
cause us to do either good or bad
deeds. As a result, we reap what
we sow. However, in our case
we should be thankful for the
kindness that other people
have shown us. For instance,
we should be thankful to the
Venerable Master, to our parents,
and to the people who have helped
us, and do wholesome deeds to

repay them.

As for the character “en,”

means kindness. It is made up of
the character for “cause” on top
and “mind” on the bottom. We
can see from this character that
it is the mind that plants
causes. Someone may say, “ My
family does not treat me well.
Why should I be thankful to
them?” Actually, you should be
thankful that you can come here
to hear the Buddhadharma and
that you can learn to change
yourself according to the principles
of cause and effect found in
the text of Emperor Liang’s
Repentance. = Consequently,
you should still be thankful to
them.

You may not have good
affinities with your children,
your coworkers or others, but
you should still be thankful. Why?
These are all unwholesome
retributions that came about
because we planted unwholesome
causes in the past. We should be
thankful that we are able to come
to the monastery today. If our lives
were overly peaceful and happy,
we might be enjoying ourselves
elsewhere instead of coming
here. The reason we are able to
hear the Buddhadharma is due to
the unwholesome affinities that
have given us trouble in our lives
and so caused us to come to the
way-place. Therefore, we should
still be thankful.

Other people might say:
“My children are good and my
spouse is nice to me, so I don’t
need to be thankful.” Actually,
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you should still be thankful,
because these wholesome affinities
come about due to wholesome
causes planted in the past. You
should continue to tie wholesome
affinities with others, so that the
process of your cultivation will
g0 smoothly.

Especially in the monastery,
I have many things to be thankful
for, because we receive the
blessings from the Triple Jewel.
I sometimes become lax, but
as soon as [ remember that I have
an obligation to many people, I
will urge myself to cultivate
vigorously. We should also be
grateful to the Venerable Master
for giving us this place to cultivate.
If we observe carefully, there are
countless things that we can be
thankful for in the monastery.

Yesterday a Dharma Master
talked about being mindful of death,
and today we talked about being
thankful. Mindfulness of death
and thankfulness mainly serve to
help us bring forth the resolve for
Bodhi. The resolve for Bodhi is
the resolve for enlightenment, to
be enlightened to the truth that
the world is full of suffering and
we should leave quickly. When we
are born in this world, we either
come to incur debts or to return
them; in order to change the
retribution of samsara, we should
be enlightened to reality and seek
to attain liberation from it. The
true meaning of being thankful is
to understand this principle.
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How my father became the disciple of
the Venerable Master Hua

b1 Gl gl / Wu Peiyan
5% D18 / English Translation by Lotus Lee
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Dharma Master Yun:

Wu Peiyan has come to America for a two-week visit, and
Gold Sage Monastery is the last leg of her trip. Today she
will be leaving, so we would like to ask her to tie Dharma
affinities with everyone today.

Her father’s name is Wu Lianhui. This layman was very
righteous and outspoken. He may not have seen the
Venerable Master very often, but the Venerable Master
imparted many teachings to him. He also encountered a
lot of inconceivable occurrences; if Peiyan remembers
them, perhaps she could describe them to us. Your father
made the Venerable Master’s teachings the family heirloom,
did he not?
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All Dharma Masters and

Dharma friends, Amitabha!

My name is Wu Peiyan.
Like Dharma Master said earlier,
I grew up in a Buddhist family.
But even though we were
technically a Buddhist family,
my father had his own views
and did not believe in anything.
His encounter with the Venerable
Master was a special affinity.

This is how it happened.
Once, my mother met a Dharma
Master who read the lines on her
palm and said, “If you have not
married yet, don’t get married,
because you will become a
widow in the future.” My mother
became very anxious when she
heard this, because she was already
married and my father was the
only one financially supporting
the household, which also included
my grandmother and three children.
The bookshelves in our house were
filled with Buddhist books. Since
my mother was quite worried, so
one day she picked one out and

fas R EMA AL
G A r A 8 L -

Cultivating the Way means to cultivate true morality by not obstructing others
and not being afraid of being obstructed by others.
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#&4k/ by Venerable Master Hua
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opened it to a random page. On
this page it read: “If there is a
high Sangha who is holding a
Dharma Assembly, you should
attend it. Because of his great
Buddhas and
Bodhisattvas will descend
to the Dharma Assembly.
Since the Buddha’s light shines
everywhere, all disasters and

virtue; the

calamities will be eradicated.”
One day, my mother was
reading the newspaper and saw an
article announcing that American
High Sangha Venerable Master
Hsuan Hua would be coming to
Taiwan to propagate the Dharma,
and there would be a Dharma
Assembly in Taichung. At the
time, my father was working
in Taichung. Before he left for
work that day, my mother cut out the
article and gave it to him, saying:
“If you have some free time, you
should go check this
During his break, my father

out.”

went to the Dharma Assembly,
High
Sangha? American? How can

thinking, ‘“American
there be monks in America?”
With a skeptical attitude, he
went to the Dharma Assembly
wanting to see how awesome this
High Sangha was supposed to be.

When my father arrived,
he stood right in front of the
Venerable Master’s seat, because
he thought that if he stood in the
very front, he’d be able to get a
clear view. When the Venerable
Master came out, he looked the
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Master from head to toe and
from toe to head, and thought,
“That’s it? There’s nothing
special about him. He doesn’t

2

even have horns.” He was
going to leave then and there,
but when he had this thought,
he was suddenly surrounded by
people wearing robes and
sashes. He couldn’t even move
an inch. Then he thought, since
he was little, he had gone to
many temples with my
grandmother. Having bowed
to many deities in many temples,
staying for this Dharma Assembly
shouldn’t

difference, so he decided to

make too much
stay. When he changed his mind,
all the people surrounding him
disappeared.

The Dharma Assembly
started, and my father stayed
there and bowed along with
everyone. After it was over, he
was the first person to barrel his
way out of the door because he
wanted to leave as quickly as
possible. On the way out,
someone stopped him and
handed him a form to fill out. He
thought, “What is this? Why do
I have to fill out a form after
the Dharma Assembly?” The
“That

Dharma Assembly you just

volunteer told him:

went to was the ceremony for
taking refuge.” My father later
said that he took refuge under
very unwilling and confused

circumstances. The Venerable

Master established a rule that
anyone who took refuge must
bow to the Buddhas ten thousand
times, but my father refused to
do so until after he received his
certificate of taking refuge and
read the Venerable Master’s
eighteen great vows. He was
really moved and vigorously
finished all ten thousand bows
in twelve days.

I think it was my father’s
doing all of this recitation work
that my mother did not become a
widow according to the prediction
that I mentioned earlier. One rainy
day, my father was going to
work, and he was riding his
motorcycle at a high speed. It
was already drizzling at the time.
He got to an intersection, and
there was a car approaching. Both
of them were going at about
seventy to eighty kilometers
per hour, and there was no time
to hit the brakes. He thought that
this was probably the end. Just
when they were about to collide,
my father’s motorcycle made a
ninety-degree turn so that it
was parallel to the car. When
the motorcycle did the hairpin
turn, he didn’t fall over. The
driver and bystanders were all
very shocked, because everyone
thought he should have died.

More than ten years
afterwards, a person said to my
father: ““What happened that year
when you were thirty-eight
years old?” My father described

9




said incident, and the person
said: “It was your teacher the
Venerable Master Hsuan Hua
who saved you.” I believe there
were many troubles in our
household that were eradicated
with the help of the Venerable
Master. Since then, my father
had deep faith in the Venerable
Master. Therefore, from a young
age, whenever my parents
went to Dharma assemblies,
they would bring me along as
well.

This is my first time going
out of the country. I took refuge
with the Venerable Master a long
time ago, but I’ve never been to
CTTB, so I decided to take this
opportunity to pay CTTB a visit.
The time I’ve spent here for the
past two weeks was very happy.
Before coming here, I never
thought that I’d be able to get
up every day at 3:30 in the
morning and go to morning
recitation, meal offering, and
evening recitation, and go
without eating dinner. I hope
that in the future, if affinities
allow, I will be able to come to
CTTB and Gold Sage Monastery

again.
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Dharma Master Yun’s words of encouragement:

Your parents fostered you with the Buddhadharma. As the saying goes
“When we drink water, we should be mindful of its source.” You can
use the Buddhadharma that you have learned to help other people. You
are unlike most young people of this generation, who, even if they have
encountered the Buddhadharma, do not learn or practice it. You fit in
with monastery life quite well. You must have wholesome roots of
goodness and deep affinities with the Buddha. Perhaps you were a
monastic in a previous life. In the cultivation of the Bodhisattva Path,
one should enlighten the self and enlighten others, benefit the self and
benefit others.

You have the ability to help yourself, and you should help the young
people of this generation. You are not very young, but you are not old
yet either. However, time passes very quickly. In the past, there were
some people who said that they wanted to leave the home life with the
Venerable Master, but they are already as old as I am, and they have
not yet succeeded and are unsure of the current state of their lives. It is
not that you have to leave the home life, but I am sure you can learn
the Buddhadharma to help society and others.

10
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GoLD SAGE MONASTERY ANNOUNCEMENT OF DHARMA ASSEMBLIES
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IJJ?ZF \fJ Buddhist Events in January, 2014

A H TR 7 (8:15AM ~4:000M )
Dharma Assembly of Buddha Recitation

PR FE A FE A (9:00AM ~11:00AM )
Lecture on The Four Kinds of Clear Instruction on Purity

1/5
NE I
| 1/12,19
Sunday
1/26

ERIINE ) (8:15AM ~10:50aM )
The Shurangama Mantra Recitation

AT~ A 131272

PBEEE €7 (8:15AM ~4:00PM )
Dharma Assembly of Shurangama

= '
S L4 yﬁj 2177 (2:00 PM ~ 4:30 PM )
Elders’ Dharma Study Group
= U8 FE% P PIRSSELET (8:30AM ~10:20AM )
- Anniversary of Shakyamuni Buddha’s Enlightenment
Z1 [ pm *?f[%ﬁikﬁ Great Compassion Repentance
E| f}}if [FI*J Buddhist Events in February, 2014 [ 1] Date Yy E’!,‘
~ :rn E [
P Bk FT Dharma Assembly of Shurangama 272/%5 iij{ 4:OEO M
AP FT Dharma Assembly of Buddha Recitation 2/9 #HF! 8:15AM ~4:00PM
\ 4 St
ﬁﬁ@‘f@f?ﬁ The Shurangama Mantra Recitation 2/16 H[1 8:15AM ~10:50am | = 7]
(GSM)
g'?, =+ FT Dharma Assembly of Guan Yin 2/23 #F! 8:15AM ~10:50AM
{?f[;%‘diﬁﬁ Great Compassion Repentance ZF1 (Everyday) 1 pm
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Dharma Realm Buddhist Association

Gold Sage Monastery

11455 Clayton Road, San Jose, CA 95127
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Dharma Assembly of Shurangama ——
Welcome the Spring by Purifying Our Negative Karma
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The Gold Sage Monastery will conducting
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Dharma Assembly of Shurangama :
Time: Jan. 31~Feb. 2, ( Friday, Sat. Sunday ) from 8:15 am to 4:00 pm.
Set up Plaques for Lengthening Life and for the Rebirth are available.




