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Bringing forth the Bodhi resolve is like adding yeast to the dough,
so that it will rise and expand over time.

—E LA #E48%/ by Venerable Master Hua
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No fighting, no greed, no seeking, no selfishness, no pursuing personal advantage, and no lying.
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To Study Buddhism, We Must Cultivate Precepts, Samadhi, and Wisdom
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Talk given by the Venerable Master Hua on June 18, 1958
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Every cultivator needs to

have the Three Non-Outflow
Studies of precepts, samadhi, and
wisdom.

Precepts: Although there
are the Five Precepts, the Ten
Precepts, the Bodhisattva
Precepts, and so on, the
Five Precepts are the
They

are: do not kill, do not steal, do not

most fundamental.
engage in sexual misconduct, do
not engage in false speech, and do
not take intoxicants. If one can hold
the precepts, one will not make
transgressions.
What is
Ordinarily, samadhi refers to
(Chan)
Generally speaking, it means
When
people cultivate, they do a lot
of idle thinking. Today they

practice Chan meditation, but

samadhi?

Dhyana samadhi.

"unchanging." some

tomorrow they hear that reciting
the Buddha's name has a lot of
merit and virtue, so they give up
Chan and go recite the Buddha's
name. Two days later they hear
the merit and virtue of reciting
mantras is supreme, so they stop
reciting the Buddha's name and
start reciting mantras instead.
In general, that's how they carry
on. Cultivating this Dharma-
door today and that Dharma-
door tomorrow, they end up
achieving nothing. There are
also some people who recite the
Buddha's or Bodhisattva's name
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with the attitude of "sunning it
one day and freezing it for
ten." They recite today, but
quit tomorrow. This is because
they have no samadhi. Samadhi
is extremely important in our
cultivation. If we have no samadhi,
we will surely have no success in
cultivation. Moreover, if we do
not have sufficient samadhi and
we lack a firm resolve in the
Way, external temptations can
easily influence us and cause us
to fall.

Next there is "wisdom." In
the world, there are wise people
and stupid people. Why is it that
some people are smart and
some are stupid? Of course, it
involves cause and effect. All
those who cultivated by reciting
the Buddha's name in former
lives have comparatively
more wisdom in this life. But
those who didn't plant good roots
in the past have less wisdom than

most people.

The Great Learning says,

When a person has concentration,
he can be still.

When he is still, he can be at peace.
When he is at peace, he can reflect.
Upon reflection, he can obtain

what he wants.

If you are in samadhi, you
can produce wisdom. But if you
are not concentrated, if you

produce droves of scattered

thoughts, if you are hasty and
flighty, then how can you calmly
distinguish right from wrong and
understand the truth?

Precepts are rules which
keep us from committing offenses.
While refraining from committing
offenses, we should also cultivate
the Way, and the secret to
cultivating the Way is samadhi
power. Once you have samadhi
power, you can develop wisdom,
and if you can progress one step
further, you can understand the
Way and become a Buddha. That
is why the three studies of
precepts, samadhi, and wisdom
are the essential requirements
which all people who cultivate
the Way should possess. If you
do not hold the precepts, then you
can create offenses and call forth
karma. Lacking samadhi power,
you will not be able to accomplish
cultivation of the Way. You will not
have any wisdom and will become
dull-witted.

I exhort you all to take
special note of the three studies
of precepts, samadhi, and wisdom
in your cultivation; always use
them to alert yourself and I
believe it will help you in your
cultivation.




Z 2 MO B

The Excellence of the Bodhisattva Precepts
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i 7/ By Dharma Master Jin Fan

% & % 3 3%/ English Translation by Lotus Lee
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‘ ‘ e have heard that

the foremost matter among
the essential doors to entering
the Buddhadharma is to
bring forth the Bodhi resolve.
The most important task in
cultivation is to make vows.
When vows are made, one
will be able to cross over
living beings. When one
brings forth the Bodhi
resolve, then one will be able
to accomplish Buddhahood. If
one does not bring forth the
great Bodhi

make firm vows, one will

resolve and
remain in the wheel of
birth and death for as many
kalpas as there are motes of
dust. Even if one cultivates,
all efforts will be in vain.
Therefore, the Avatamsaka
Sutra says: ‘If you forget
your Bodhi resolve, cultivation
of even wholesome practices
becomes the karma of demons.’
Forgetting the Bodhi resolve is
bad enough, let alone not having
it at all. Hence, if one wishes to
learn the Buddhadharma, one
must make the vows of a
Bodhisattva. This is most
urgent and cannot be put
off.

This is the first paragraph
of the “Exhortation to bring

Bodhi,”
written

Resolve  Upon
compassionately
by Great Master Xing’an.
He points out that the
main principle of cultivation
is that “bringing forth the resolve
is foremost; making vows
is most important.” If one
does not do so, no matter how
much one cultivates, one will still
be in the six paths of rebirth. The
key to receiving the Bodhisattva
precepts is to bring forth the
Bodhi resolve. In the past few
years, there have been many
laypeople who keep asking when
CTTB will transmit the Lay
Bodhisattva precepts, as if they
could not wait for it. This is
very good, because some people
forgo their cultivation and fail to
retain their original intention.
Although we may have
brought forth the Bodhi resolve,
the Bodhi resolve may be as vast
as empty space and the Dharma
Realm, or as small as a mustard
seed or a speck of dust. If one
can uphold the three kinds of
pure precepts—convergence
of vinaya and comportment,
convergence of wholesome
dharmas, and benefiting sentient
beings—then one’s resolve will
have to follow certain guidelines.
Precepts concerning the
convergence of vinaya and
comportment enable one to
refrain  from doing evil
deeds; those concerning the

convergence of wholesome
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dharmas enable one to do

wholesome deeds; and those
concerning benefiting sentient
beings enable one to bring forth
the great and vast Bodhi resolve.
If one can cultivate according to
the three kinds of pure precepts,
one will be able to bring forth a
Bodhi resolve that is great and

proper, true and complete.

The six major and
twenty-eight minor Lay
Bodhisattva precepts are

from the Upasaka-sila Sutra and are
quite different from the Brahma Net
Sutra’s ten major and forty-eight
minor Bodhisattva precepts, but
nevertheless, they share the
common spirit of bringing forth
the great and vast Bodhi resolve.
One should diligently practice
repentance before receiving the
precepts, remember the Bodhi
resolve at all times, and in
thought after thought, benefit

others, not just oneself, and

enlighten others, not just oneself.
Then, one will definitely obtain a
pure precept substance when
receiving the precepts. The
expanse of the precept substance
will vary according to the size and
depth of your resolve.

According to the
Upasaka-sila Sutra, if one can
uphold the precepts diligently,
“These precepts can serve as
novice precepts, great Bhikshu
precepts, the Brahma Net Sutra
Bodhisattva
even the

precepts, and
foundations of
anuttara-samyak-sambodhi.”

Why? Because the six major
and twenty-eight minor Lay
Bodhisattva precepts include
upholding the eightfold precepts
on six days of each month. A main
point is that on these days, one
must completely sever lustful
activity, and basically live the
life of a monastic for a day. After

a while, one will be accustomed to

monastic life, and it will be easy
to get settled quickly if one has
the opportunity to leave the home
life.

The Brahma Net Sutra says:
“When sentient beings receive the
precepts of the Buddha, they enter
the state of all Buddhas. Now that
they have entered the state of the
Greatly Enlightened ones, they are
truly disciples of the Buddha.”
This is the excellence of the
Bodhisattva When
one brings forth the Bodhi resolve

precepts.

and receives the precepts, in that
moment, one receives the prediction
from the Buddha and in principle,
attains the state that is the same as
the fruition of all Buddhas. What
follows is to uphold the precepts
and put them into practice in
cultivation. When principle and
action are both complete, the
Bodhisattva precepts will also
be complete, and one will attain
Buddhahood.
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Cultivators shouldn't be selfish or seek to benefit them-selves. They should benefit others. They

should neither hurt nor look down upon others. They should reflect mindfully upon themselves in

regard to the past and present, and then contemplate the future. If you can be mindful in thought

after thought, and maintain your conscience and integrity in every moment, your good roots will

naturally grow. Your Bodhi resolve will expand and you will be able to practice the Bodhisattva

Path to benefit all [iving beings.

—"E2EA 8%/ by Venerable Master Hua
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The Transmission of the Lay Bodhisattva Precepts
at the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas.
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4351 Bodhi Way, Ukiah, CA 95482

T (707) 462-0939
EQE : pusajie2014@drba.org

Dates:
July 29, 2014 (Tue) ~ August 5, 2014 (Tue)
Application Deadline : March 15, 2014

Location:
The City of Ten Thousand Buddhas (CTTB)

Qualifications of Applicant

1. You must be in good physical and
psychological health.

2. You must have proper faith in the Triple
Jewel and be of good character.

3. To uphold the Bodhisattva Precepts, you
must be prepared to be a life-long lacto-
vegetarian.

Fees
Preceptees may make a donation as they wish
according to their ability.

Documents for Application

1. Application Form for Taking the Lay Bodhisattva
Precepts
Signed “Regulations for CTTB Residents” Form
CTTB Medical Form for Visitors
Copy of Passport or other legal photo ID
Questionnaire for Going to Take the Lay
Bodhisattva Precepts

abrwn

Application Procedure

Request an application form and related materials
from a DRBA branch monastery. Each applicant
must complete their own separate form. If there
are 2 or more people on one form, the application
will not be accepted. Make your own copies of the
form if you wish to keep it for your own records. Mail
the completed application to the CTTB Precept
Transmitting Committee.

If your application is approved by this Committee,
you will be sent a Notice of Registration before
April 30, 2014.

Application Forms Download: www.cttbusa.org
Send your application to

CTTB Precept Transmitting Committee

4951 Bodhi Way, Ukiah, CA 95482

Tel: (707) 462-0939
e-mail: pusajie2014@drba.org
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Celebrating Year of the Horse —Spring Festival Activities

X ¢ A Fl% %/ By The Editor

# 3% JRIR#/ English Translation by Genglin Zheng
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“With the horse leading
the way, we usher in the New
Year; spurring on the flying
horse we are determined to move
ahead.” Spring Festival is a very
important holiday for the Chinese,
as a year’s plan starts with spring.
Every year at this time, GSM
holds Dharma assemblies for
venerating Buddhas and for
bowing repentances — so that
while ushering in the New Year,
we cleanse both body and mind
and repent karmic offenses,
wishing for national prosperity
and peace as well as timely wind
and rains.

“Wondrous Darani of
the unmoving one.
Foremost Shurangama King
is rare in the world.
Extinguishing our deluded
thoughts from countless eons
past.

So we attain the Dharma
body without going through

i3]

Asamkhya kalpas.

The Shurangama Sutra is
of the
dharma. During this three-day

representative proper
Shurangama assembly, Shurangama
Sutra was recited in the morning.
In the afternoon, we bowed the
Shurangama Repentance. This
assembly was made possible by
the dharma masters with their
kind intent for the proper dharma
to endure in the world and to
speed up our course towards

9




attaining Buddhahood. Just as
Dharma Master Heng Yun said,
“This is very special. The
Shurangama Sutra is representative
of the proper dharma. We began
the new year by studying the
proper dharma, for this reason I
believe that the proper dharma
will take deeper root and endure
in the world — because when the
Shurangama disappears, Buddha
dharma disappears as well.” The
Shurangama Repentance is the
work of Bhikkhuni Kuan Ru a
hundred years ago, taking after the
writing style of the great ancient
In the Dharma
Master’s opinion, the Bhikkhuni

virtuous ones.

had incorporated the essential
principles of the Shurangama
Sutra into her work. Therefore
one can learn the Shurangama Sutra
while bowing the Shurangama
Repentance.

The assembly lasted for
three days. In the morning,
Dharma Master Heng Zhai from
CTTB led the recitation of the
Shurangama Sutra. In the afternoon,
Dharma Master Heng Yi led the
assembly in bowing the Shurangama
Repentance. Sounds of graceful
sutra recitation and the solemn
circumambulation during the
mantra chanting engraved upon
our memory. The Venerable Master
said: “It was by relying on the
Shurangama Mantra that the Thus
Come Ones of the ten directions
achieved the unsurpassed Right
and Full Awaking. The Thus
Come Ones of the ten directions,

in transformation bodies, can
appear in countries as many as
dust motes — to turn the dharma
wheel, to teach and transform all
creatures, to give predictions
with compassion for beings in
the ten directions, to lift all
beings from sufferings, to
free them from calamities big
and small — all this, are made
possible by relying on the power
of the Mantra of Shurangama.”

Upon bowing the repentance
in the afternoon, Dharma Master
Yi explained the repentance text
in the remaining time. He
emphasized on both understanding
and cultivation. Filled with dharma
joy, we wish to express our
gratitude to the dharma masters
for their painstaking teaching.

On Sunday, the concluding
day of this dharma assembly, GSM
was festooned for our honored
guests taking part in the New
Year reunion — the elders of the
Dharma Study Group. Blowing
wind and dripping rain did not
keep the elders from “coming
back” home. There they came,
early in the morning, and strewed
the temple gallery with their
bright outfits, cheerful looks, and
greetings of “Amitofo”, “Happy
New Year”.

GSM prepared good-wish
red envelops and delicious food.
In addition, the Sunday school
teachers and students, in their
body language, presented New
Year greetings to the elders.
Next, the elders, led by the

10

dharma masters, venerated the
Buddhas and
“Happy New Year! Happy New

recited sutras.
Year! Happy New Year to you!”
Little kids wearing small lion
heads and headed by the teachers,
came up to the elders to wish
them Happy New Year. How
delightful these grandmas and
grandpas felt in their hearts! Little
soldiers made big contributions!
The standup comedy Greetings
on New Year’s Day performed
by teacher Wu and her daughter
also made the elders smiled from
ear to ear. What’s more, our
talented students and teachers
added color to today’s activity by
their dance and martial art, which
they only practiced 3 times!
Parents stood by and watched,
attracted by the events. The
Guanyin Hall was full of warmth
and energy. Having watching the
shows, it was time for some
brainy work. The last event,
raffle, hosted by teacher Peng,
was unbelievably wonderful. All
the elders were full of dharma joy.

The Spring Festival activities
ended amidst meal-concluding
chanting. The elders left for
home carrying fine gifts and
full of dharma joy. Looking at
Guanyin Hall that had resumed

quietness, I sent my silent

wishes for the elders: may

they be in good health; may
they often
Buddhas.

stay with the
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GoLD SAGE MONASTERY ANNOUNCEMENT OF DHARMA ASSEMBLIES

= K] lﬁiF iF7 Buddhist Events in March, 2014

3/ A H TR 7 (8:15AM ~4:000M )
Dharma Assembly of Buddha Recitation
3/9 @ 3*%’7 (8:15AM ~10:40AM )
{E{E [ Dharma Assembly of Guan Yin
Sunday 3/23 PIjEE €7 (8:15AM ~4:00PM )
Earth Store Recitation
3 /30 %%@Eﬁ 'ﬁf (8:15AM ~10:40AM )
The Shurangama Mantra Recitation
P 3/1 R EF IS (2:00PM ~4:300M )
Saturday Elders’ Dharma Study Group
i = 3/19 ALkt @ﬁfﬁ B ¢ (8:30AM ~10:20AM )
Wednesday Celebratlon of Gwan Yin Bodhisattva’'s Birthday
=1 pm *?f[%ﬁikﬁ Great Compassion Repentance
Lt A
Celebratlon of Gwan YFn Bodhisattva’s Birthday o (S
_,F[B‘J}{:‘J’—jj‘j'i]é I H[J{#“Hiﬁ;xj[?iﬁ&f %“j}":;): 13} ”;H[J% 3/16 JHE! FéTTB
Gold Sage Monastery will arrange bus tour for same-day travel. ( )
Please sign up before March 13.
PHE] Ijﬁf [FI*J Buddhist Events in April, 2014 FIH#] Date i @’!I‘

%?Jga]éj "~ Elders’ Dharma Study Group

4/ 5 &+ 2:00 PM ~ 4:30 PM

AP R Tf[f Dharma Assembly of Buddha Recitation

4/6 ! 8:15 AM ~ 4:00 PM

T
Sutra on the Lotus Flower of the Wondrous Dharma Recitation

4/13,20 75! 8:15AM

P& The Cherishing Youth Day

4/ 27 fHF ! 8:30AM ~2:00PM

J\?f[‘%ﬁiﬁﬁ Great Compassion Repentance

I (Everyday) 1 pm

L
(GSM)
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New GSM website ------ website: http://drbagsm.org
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Gold Sage Monastery website has been reconstructed and updated, welcome everyone to go
online and check out various information of the temple.

If you would like to cancel subscribing newsletter by mail,

please leave your name and address in the office or send the Email to : linww(@yahoo.com
Appreciate your support to the Way-place.




