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Remember, the first step in studying Buddhism is to practice patience.
Even if someone wants to kill you, you shouldn't get angry.

—E LA #48%/ by Venerable Master Hua
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No fighting, no greed, no seeking, no selfishness, no pursuing personal advantage, and no lying.
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The Basis for Being a Human Being Is Filiality

S Lk

RO LT P

If we do not do a good job as human beings, we cannot become Buddhas.

— PN ez e SRR R SR
A lecture by Venerable Master Hua at the Dharma Realm Buddhist Books Distribution Association

on January, 1993
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If we do not do a good job as

human beings, we cannot
become Buddhas. Therefore, we
must lay the foundation. What is
the foundation for being a human
being? It is: filial piety, fraternal
respect, loyalty, trustworthiness,
propriety, justice, modesty, and a
These eight

principles are the basis of being a

sense of shame.

human being. Confucius said:
“The superior person devotes
himself to the foundation. Once
the foundation is established, the
Way comes forth. Filial piety
and fraternal respect are the

foundation for being a human

being.” To have the basis for
being a human being, first of all
you must be filial. Respect the
elderly and the worthy. Regard
all elderly people as your own
parents, all middle-aged people
as your own siblings, and all
young people as your own
children.
attitude,

how to be a person. Thus, the

If you have this

then you understand

ancients said, “I take care of my
own elders and children and

extend the same care to others’

elders and children as well.”

Respecting the elderly, honoring
the worthy, and venerating those
attained  the
Way—these are the basis for

who have

being a human being.

The Chapter on the

“Great Commonwealth of Peace
and Prosperity” in the Book of
Rites says “People cherish not
only their own parents and
children, but cherish the parents
and children of others as well.
The elderly live their last years
in happiness, able-bodied adults
are usefully employed, and
children are properly raised.
Widowers, widows, orphans, the
childless aged, the crippled, and
the ailing are well cared for.” In
ancient times, all the sages,
worthy kings, and virtuous and
wise emperors governed the
nations in this way. When King
Wen implemented policies with
kindness, he always first gave
aid to widowers, widows,
orphans, and the childless aged.
Therefore, the people of the
Zhou Dynasty enjoyed peaceful
times. King Wen was able to
regard the country as one family
and the world as one body. Thus
there were no distinctions
between you and I, between near
and distant relatives, or between
those who were close and those
That was the

beginning of a commonwealth of

who were far.

peace and prosperity.

We should study
Buddhism with this kind of
spirit. studying
Buddhism  with  such a

magnanimous spirit and resolve,

If you are

the Buddha will surely protect
and support you. If you do not
have this kind of spirit—if you
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recite the Buddha’s name and
bow to the Buddha, yet
constantly lose your temper, then
you will not be able to obtain
any benefit from Buddhism.

I do not know how to
speak about lofty theories. I
simply hope each one of you can
give away your temper. That is
true giving. If you cannot give
away your temper, you will not
be able to practice the Buddha’s
path effectively.

Today is the first time I
have come here to talk to you.
Since I didn’t sleep on the plane,
didn’t get any sleep last night,
and had a lot of visitors today, I
feel very tired. 1 will say no
more. If T said too much, you
would all forget and it would be
useless. If I say less and you can

remember even just one sentence
and truly put it into practice—

sincerely practice the virtues of
filial piety,
loyalty, trustworthiness, propriety,

fraternal  respect,
justice, modesty, and sense of
shame, as well as not fighting,
not being greedy, not seeking,
not benefiting yourself, not being
selfish, and not lying--this
would be the first step in
Buddhism. The
second step is to work hard

studying

and advance vigorously. I
hope you all attain Buddhahood
soon!
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Q : The calamities in the world grow day by day, month by month.

FRLB I -

How can we quell them and save ourselves and others?

A: Simply don’t get angry and don’t fight. Don’t cheat and hurt one
another. Then the calamities will disappear. Everyone should unite
instead of breaking into so many factions and parties. If you have
factions, then you won’t be able to unite. True unity——great
unity —is without factions. In the Book of History (Shu Jing ) it says,
“Without factions or favoritism, the way of the kings was broad.
Without favoritism or factions, the way of the kings was just. Without
twists and turns, the way of the kings was straight and proper” That is

what a nation needs.
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Q: If we recite mantras on a daily basis, should we recite just one
mantra or many different mantras? Which is more beneficial?

A: Neither is more beneficial. All Dharmas are equal, without one
being better than another. The one is just the many, and the many are
just the one. Whether you recite many mantras or one, you have to be
single-minded for it to be efficacious. If you say you want to recite
more mantras or Sutras, that’s just your greed acting up.

—E b E4%/ by Venerable Master Hua

222281 2014 % 10 B

RN =]




Remarkable Experiences After
Precepts Ceremony

ZRUERIVERBVTA

By Dan Leong (Gwo Fook)
FITE @ GF2FH7/Genglin Zheng

After receiving the

Lay Bodhisattva Precepts at
CTTB, I returned home to San
Jose the next day. The week
spent exploring the Six Major
and the Twenty- Eight Minor
Precepts and its implications
were invaluable. Being able to
ask the Dharma Masters ques-
tions in regard to the Precepts as
to what was acceptable or not in
this age of modern technology
was very helpful. I would like to
thank the Dharma Masters for
their hard work in preparing
teaching materials for the classes
as well as exhibiting patience,
compassion and kindness in
getting us ready to receive the
Precepts.

I am writing this article to
share a few observations that I
have found to be just
remarkable. The weather for the

entire week prior to the day of

Pure Sound From Silicon Valley Newsletter Issue 222 October, 2014
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the Precept Ceremony was sunny
and hot. But on the day of the
ceremony there was a cloud cover
which cooled the temperature
down to what felt like the 80’s
instead of the 90 plus degrees of
heat on previous days.

A part of the ceremony
called the contemplation was
changed so that we would have
an easier time completing this
part. We were to imagine or
visualize a vast blue sky in our
mind, and that clouds would fill
up the sky. These clouds would
be called compassion, wisdom,
Dharma, joy, equanimity, the Six
Paramitas, and so on. Then these
clouds would rain down on us to
deliver into our bodies all the
goodness contained in the
clouds - the
substance. We were told that this
part of the
As the ceremony

precept

was a critical

ceremony.

proceeded, 1 found myself
concentrating on the beginning
part of the contemplation so much
and then I realized I was a page or
so behind.

step was past — [ missed it! I didn’t

The contemplation
finish the contemplation! Even
placing post-it reminders in my
ceremony book did not prevent me
from being out of step. Needless
to say, I was upset with myself.
After the ceremony was
completed, still upset, I found a
Dharma Master and described
to him how I may have missed
receiving the precept substance. He
consoled me by saying, “Do not
worry”, and that I’ll have time
to “work on and grow my

substance”. His words relieved

some of my angst (anguish?) ,

but what happened next as we were
exiting the Buddha Hall was truly
remarkable. There was a very

light, gentle rain falling all around
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the Buddha Hall. As I felt rain
drops on my head and shoulders,
I was fully aware of the rain
metaphor we were to use in the
contemplation step in order to receive
the precept substance. Historical
records show that a chance of rain
in early August was less than
3% probability.
thought to myself, if not inside
the Buddha Hall, then certainly

outside,

Immediately, 1

in the rare rain that
was falling, I had received the
precept substance. [ was no
longer upset and was at ease.

On the evening of my return
home from CTTB, my wife prepared a
simple dinner for me. She set
down a plate of mushroom soup
sauce on top of noodles with
some vegetables. After a few
bites of the noodles with the
sauce which I have eaten before,
I started to choke as it felt like
some food was lodged in my
wind pipe. 1 was coughing for
several minutes before I was
back to normal. Then it occurred
to me to read the label on the
soup can. Sure enough, the soup
had dehydrated garlic in it, one of the
five pungent plants I am to avoid
eating. But was it remarkable that
I choked when I did? 1 have
since carefully read the labels
on the foods stored in my pantry
and physically separated the foods I
can eat from those I cannot eat.
This incident has taught me to
be more diligent in screening
the ingredients in the foods I
ingest.

A day or so later, a boy in
my neighborhood was taking his
dog out for a walk and was
walking past me while I was
standing in the driveway to my
home. I had seen him walking
another dog and started asking
him questions about this dog at
the end of his leash. So he
stopped walking to answer my
questions as I took a few steps
closer toward the dog. He
warned me that the dog was very
protective so I backed up a few
steps not wanting to provoke the
dog. The dog sat down, facing
me. He then proceeded to nod
his head up and down several
times in succession. [ wasn’t sure
of what I was seeing except that I
When our

the dog
was still facing me in his sitting

saw it happened.
conversation ended,

position and did not respond to
the boy’s urging to leave. The
dog maintained the same seated
posture even after several pulls
on his leash signaling him to
leave. The boy then stated, “He
The dog and
the boy finally continued on their

wants to stay here.”

way. [ was standing there, unsure
of what I had just witnessed. My
reaction was, “Oh, my goodness!
Should

my earlier anxiety about not

That was remarkable.”

receiving the precept substance
be of

now?

concern to me
Experiencing these
amazing events leaves me with

no doubts at all. Amituofo!
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Achieving Universal Harmony through the Use of Propriety
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Talk given by the Venerable Master Hua on September 28, 1983
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All men share their social

responsibilities. Men have their

duties, positions, and responsibilities.

They should fulfill their obligations
to their families and their country.
They cannot be lazy or become
deadbeats.

All women have their re-
spective roles. Women who
have families should assist
their husbands,

children,

teach their
and be able wives
and good mothers. Those are
the duties of women. Everyone is
content with his or her position
and role, and doesn't try to
change it or abuse his or her
rights. Men are in charge of
external affairs and women of
Men and
women shouldn't fight with each
They

should each have their respective

domestic affairs.

other for their rights.
responsibilities and rights.

Chinese culture exhibits a
preference for men and women
who are unrelated to keep their
distance. In order to avoid
suspicion, men and women
should not casually chat with
each other. In this context, an
bend

down and put on your shoes in

adage advises: "Never
the middle of a melon patch;
never get up and touch your hat
while standing underneath a
plum tree." In order to maintain
propriety, men and women should
keep some distance between each

other. Another piece of advice:

"Brother and sister-in-law should
not give or receive things from
each other; children should not
walk side by side with adults."
Natural
commodities are not wasted.

resources and

We should conserve natural
resources, food supplies, and
other things we use. We should
not squander food or waste
commodities. Countries with a
surplus of agricultural produce
should not dump the excess in
the ocean, or burn it, or otherwise
destroy it. To do so is to waste
natural
surely bring a retribution in the
future.

Or appropriated for
selfish  ends.
should be circulated, not hidden
hoarded for

or monopolized.

resources, which will

Commodities

for selfish ends,
higher prices,
There should be fair trading of
commodities.  One
should
goods with other countries to
get the things it lacks. That is
benefiting both self and others.
Isn't that a positive thing to do?

country

exchange its surplus

If we refuse to trade, it is the same
as wasting goods or appropriating
them for selfish ends.

People want to contribute
their strength and ability to the
society for public good. We
should not consider the
knowledge and skills we have
learned to be for our own use.
Instead, we should use what we

know and what we are able to do




to serve the people of the world.
To apply our education in that
was known as learning that is put
to good use.

Not for private gain. We
should never scheme for ourselves.
The plans for our lives should not
be made just for ourselves; they
should include all living beings. We
must have this spirit of devoting
ourselves to others; that is a basic
principle of being a person.

If all of the above prevailed,
then people would be frank with
each other and would not scheme
or fight against each other either
openly or covertly.

Deception and cheating
cannot occur in such a society:
There would be no more deception.
The door of fighting and cheating
would be closed. Dishonest tactics
to cheat people of their money
would not be used. Such improper
conduct would no longer exist.

Robbery, larceny, rebellion,

and other crimes all disappear. To
take something by force is robbery;
to steal it covertly is larceny;
uprising against the government
is rebellion. When there is unfaimess,
such as one person having things
another one doesn't have, robbery
and larceny will occur. If everyone
lives secure and peaceful lives,
with adequate food and clothing,
then robbery and larceny will
naturally disappear. People revolt
when there are famines and they
don't have enough to eat. When it
is impossible to make a living,
when nine out of ten houses are
deserted because their occupants
have been forced into homeless
then
people suffer is unspeak—able.

wandering, the misery
Thus the saying: "The winner
becomes a king; the losers
become bandits.” Given those
circumstances, people will rebel.
But if everyone were employed and
well fed, rebellion would naturally

disappear.

Gates and doors are not
locked. If such an ideal society
were to prevail, then there would
be no internal troubles and no
external calamities. Everyone
would abide by the law. In such
a social climate, no one would
take things belonging to others,
even if they found something lying
in the street. Since no one would
think of stealing, doors and gates
would not need to be locked at
night. In such a social climate,
even the weather becomes temperate
and the whole country becomes safe
and peaceful.

This is a world where
harmony, equality, and justice
prevail. No one will be selfish
or pursue personal advantage.
Everyone will be honest, just,
happy, and friendly, and so the
world will be peaceful.

—HRARFERETF L HEIE - AER A
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Most people do not realize how much toil it takes to produce every single grain of rice, so
they waste food carelessly. You should understand that people who have nothing to eat
now are undergoing the retribution for having wasted food in past lives. I'm telling you

this simple principle, so you won't be wasteful.

—E LA #E4%/ by Venerable Master Hua
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GoLD SAGE MONASTERY ANNOUNCEMENT OF DHARMA ASSEMBLIES

- %] V}iﬁﬁj Buddhist Events in October, 2014

10/19, 26 (8:00aM ~8:50am ) [P EF{fi 1k f]fff The Shurangama Mantra Recitation
10/5 A A X ﬁﬁ (8:15AM ~4:00PM )
irﬁ’lE | Dharma Assembly of Buddha Recitation
Sunday | oo |[EEEEE (9:00AM~10:50aM)
’ Lecture on the Shurangama Sutra
10/11 E’T‘R@[m jF"[ EJ’I K;-L_‘_—H 'r%‘i FI (8:30aM ~10:20AM )
irfﬁ Celebration of Guan Yin Bodhisattva’s Leaving Home-Life
.
Saturday L0/18 JTRR R 7 (8:30aM ~2:30PM )
Dharma Assembly of Pray for Rain
y y
=1 pm *?f[%ﬁikﬁ Great Compassion Repentance

B i 7 T

Celebration of Guan Yin Bodhisattva’s Leaving Home-Life

S IR ERISRE Q> S50 5] 9[RS -

GSM will arrange bus tour for same-day travel. Please sign up before October, 9

10/12
i

iy 2o
(CTTB)

- - £ V}iﬁ'ﬁlﬁ Buddhist Events in November, 2014

FIHEY Date

EEFFJ (71287 Elders’ Dharma Study Group

11/1 ¥+ 2:00PM ~4:30PM

S

s < Lecture on the Shurangama Sutra

11/2 - 16
Y F19: 00aM ~10:50AM

A X FT Dharma Assembly of Buddha Recitation

11/9 ¥ 8:15AM ~4:00PM

DRI TﬁfThe Jeweled Repentance of Emperor Liang

11/23~30
£ [18: 15AM ~4:30PM

It E%éﬁf? Transmission of the Eight-fold Precepts

]

R 3] )

*?-Ef%ﬁikﬁ Great Compassion Repentance

£ ( Everyday ) 1 pm

L
(GSM)
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kAN d 3]
The Jeweled Repentance of Emperor Liang
S EFH U1 F] 23 [1 % 30 [ IR IS

(BRIER A S 2T Y
T B AN IR - B g
IR > 2 R R G

ARBER: BRANEATHAHNRNGLAE A
Transmission Refuge with the Eight-fold Precepts:
The date please check the next issue or check: http://drbagsm.org.

Gold Sage Monastery will be conducting The Jeweled Repentance of Emperor Liang
from November 23 to 30,2014 (8:15 am—4:30 pm everyday )

The faithful can thus repent their karmic obstacles, benefit the living and
the underworld, So that they leave suffering and attain bliss.
Setting up Plaques for Lengthening Life and for the Rebirth is available.





<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /ENU (Use these settings to create PDF documents with higher image resolution for high quality pre-press printing. The PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Reader 5.0 and later. These settings require font embedding.)
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308030d730ea30d730ec30b9537052377528306e00200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /FRA <>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


