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All the dharmas in the world,
if you know how to use them, are just the Buddhadharma.

—ENEA B/ by Venerable Master Hua

0 ﬁghtin

TR TR PR PR
g,

no greed, no seeking, no selﬁshness no pursuing personal advantage, and no lying.
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How to Attain Transcendental Wisdom

- ﬁ [ v =& /Alecture by Venerable Master Hua
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V. » e have to use the false

to facilitate the cultivation of
the true. We should follow
the example of the Buddhas
and Bodhisattvas, who have
transcendental wisdom and
inconceivable spiritual powers.
How did they attain their wisdom
and powers?

To put it in a nutshell,
when they were on the causal
ground, they cultivated seriously
and upheld the precepts carefully
at all times and in all places.
They had perfect deportment
while walking, standing,
sitting, and reclining, setting
an example with their own
conduct. They spared no effort
for the sake of living beings
and took all the work and
blame upon themselves. They
never showed off or publicized
the meritorious deeds they did
to benefit living beings; they
took rescuing living beings as
their personal duty. The
Buddhas and Bodhisattvas
helped living beings without
seeking any rewards or feeling
any regret. They showed great
kindness to those with whom
they had no affinities and
practiced great compassion
by regarding all beings as
with
such

identical themselves.

Through cultivation,
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they attained transcendental
wisdom and inconceivable
spiritual powers.

When listening to Sutra
lectures, we have to contemplate
and digest what we hear before
we can receive the benefit.
Otherwise, after having listened
to many lectures we'll begin to
neglect the doctrines spoken
in the Sutras, or even put
the principles on the back
burner, neither investigating
nor contemplating them,
only using our worldly
intelligence to do muddled
things. This kind of foolish
behavior is unfilial to the
Buddhas and Bodhisattvas,
our ances-tors, parents, and
teachers. We should earnestly
practice and wuphold the
Buddhadharma, and not be
lazy or careless. We must be
cautious at all times and
places, be vigorous, and strictly
uphold the precepts. These are
the guidelines cultivators must
follow.

If we have improper
habits and faults, we must
correct them. We cannot
cling to our faults, refuse to
correct them, even defend
them. That would be "helping
King Zhou perpetuate evil."
King Zhou was a depraved tyrant
during the late Shang dynasty,

and evildoers are said to have
helped him in his tyranny. The
"King Zhou" of cultivation is
Mara, the demon king. When
the demon king sees the
Buddhadharma flourishing, he
feels uneasy and does all he
can to destroy Buddhism and
disrupt its Way-places. If you
have a Way-place, he'll come
to disturb it. If you don't have a
Way-place, then he'll come to
disturb your body and mind,
making you feel restless and ill
at ease, so that you cannot
practice the Dharma. This is
a case of direct sabotage. There
is also indirect sabotage, such
as enticing you with all kinds of
states that cause you to lose
samadhi power, get carried
away and fall into his trap,
losing the resolve to cultivate.

Therefore cultivators
should be as calm and steady
as Mount Sumeru, remaining
unmoved no matter what
states they encounter. Then
the demon king will be help-
less to do anything; he will
have to abandon his armor

and run away.
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The Wondrous Meaning of “Precepts and Samadhi Make True Fragrance”

BEZW 204F 20 AF# & %E KRB IEL

Spoken by Dharma Master Heng Yun on February, 2014
at the Dharma Realm Buddhist books Distribution Society, Taipei

i3 %3§/English Translation by Lotus Lee
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V‘ ~ hen we do many things,

we are actually planting seeds.
For instance, the precepts are
wholesome seeds, for receiving
the precepts is to bring forth the
wholesome seeds of the Buddha
nature. We can compare this to
growing a tree: for there to be a
tree, a seed must sprout and grow
before there are flowers and
fruit. By 2015, it will be the
20™ anniversary of the Venerable
Master entering Nirvana. Many
Way-places go into decline after
their founder passes away, but the
founded by the

Venerable Master do not have

monasteries

this problem. Of course, we
should still work hard to support
the monasteries. As long as we
practice them diligently, the
Venerable Master’s teachings
will continue on. There are
many people who like to draw
near to his Dharma. In recent
years, every time the City of Ten

Thousand Buddhas holds the
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Cultivators shouldn't feel that they can get away with an evil deed, however slight it may
be; nor should they neglect doing a good deed even if it is small. If you can cherish,
cultivate, and plant blessings day after day, you'll certainly have great blessings in

the future.

—E 2 EA E48F/ by Venerable Master Hua
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memorial for the Master’s
Nirvana day, do you know what
ethnicity of people there are the
most of? Vietnamese people.
Why are they so thankful to the
Venerable Master? In 1974, during
the Vietnam War, the Venerable
Master accepted an invitation to go
to Ho Chi Minh City, even though
it was very dangerous at the time.
Many people asked him not to go,
but he insisted because he had
already given his word. During
that critical period, the Venerable
Master still went to Ho Chi Minh
City and spoke the Dharma in
Vietnam for some time. We still
have the recordings of his lectures.
During the Vietnam War,
the United States took in many
refugees, and the Venerable Master
set up a refugee camp in the City
of Ten Thousand Buddhas for
refugees
Cambodia, and taught them the
Buddhadharma. When I went
to the US, I would usually
stay at Gold Sage Monastery,

from Vietnam and

and although the ceremonies
there are performed in Chinese,
many Vietnamese laypeople
come anyway. Even though they
do not know any Chinese, they
participate nevertheless. Some of
them could even follow along
through an entire session of
Emperor Liang’s Repentance,
albeit with no knowledge of
what we were doing. Later,
some people would bring a
copy that had been translated

into Vietnamese, and read along
so that they would have a better
idea of what was being recited.
Even though it is quite cumber-
some for them, they still insist
to the Venerable
Master’s monasteries. Gold Sage
Monastery has a little Buddha Hall,
and they would go there to bow to
the Buddhas
the Venerable Master. Some of
them said that the Venerable
Master would speak to them and

on going

and bow to

pat their heads. We used to have
small ceramic statues of the
Venerable Master, but most of
them were bought by Vietnamese
laypeople. Now we order copper
statues, which are made in Taiwan.

There is a layman whose
Dharma Name is Guo Kong, who
is about sixty years old. He is
Chinese Vietnamese and speaks
Mandarin. Now he is helping Gold
Sage Monastery obtain permission
from the government to begin
rebuilding. When I asked him
what affinities he had with the
Venerable Master, he said that
when he was young, his entire
family took refuge with the
Master, but after that, not only did
he fail to learn the Buddhadharma,
he also did many bad things. The
certificates of all five family
members were placed on the
altar, but one day, his certificate
disappeared. The other four
certificates were still there. He
was very shocked and began to
himself,

change diligently

learning Buddhism. After more
than ten years, when the Venerable
Master was about to enter Nirvana,
his certificate suddenly appeared
on the altar again. He said that
this was because the Venerable
Master was trying to teach him
something. Many Vietnamese
laypeople have responses related
to the Venerable Master. I believe
this is all because of the wholesome
seeds that the Venerable Master
planted. He went to Malaysia to
speak the Dharma in 1978, 1982,
and 1988, and monasteries were
eventually established there as
well. I heard that in one day, Tze
Yun Tung Temple had 500 visitors.
One morning, a layperson went to
Deng Bi An Temple and stood
near the door at seven o’clock in
the morning, counting the number
of people that came in, and reported
that more than 120 people arrived
in the span of about ten minutes.
They say that even if the monasteries
in Malaysia all closed their doors, the
people would come anyway. This
is also because of the wholesome
seeds that the Venerable Master
planted.

I think that many of these
seeds are things that we did not
see in the beginning, but when
you think back, you will see that
they have begun to sprout. Let us
turn back to Taiwan. Other than
the United States, the country
that the Master
traveled to most frequently
was Taiwan. In 1974, 1982,

Venerable
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1988, 1989, 1990, and 1993, the
Master
people’s invitations to speak

Venerable accepted
the Dharma or to host Dharma
Assemblies for the protection of
the country and eradication of
calamities. In 1974, he went to
Taiwan twice, and during the
second time, lectured on the Pure
Conduct Chapter and stayed until
the first few months of the coming
year. In 1989, the Venerable
Master also came to Taiwan
twice: the first time was for the
opening of the Proper Dharma
Buddhist Academy on January
3" there were also quite a few
people who were ordained as
monastics. The second time was
in October, to host a Dharma
Assembly for the protection of
the country and eradication of
calamities.

In 1990, there was a big
Sangha meeting
Asia, and the Venerable Master
was invited to be the main
speaker. At the time, Proper
Dharma Buddhist Academy had
moved to Jinshan, and Dharma

in Southeast

Master Liang and I, along with
about twenty people, were living
in a very cramped space of about
700 square feet. The Venerable
Master came to Taiwan to see us,
and also went to Liugui to establish
residency in Taiwan. He traveled
to Taiwan more than ten times.
We should know that he cared a
lot about this place. In 1989,
the Venerable Master stayed
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in Taiwan the longest, and during
that period, there was a big
earthquake in San Francisco.
When he heard the news, the
Master said: “Ah, all of my
attention was on Taiwan. I
neglected the other side.”
This is because he once said, “If
I am in San Francisco, I will not
allow any big earthquakes to
happen.” When he was not in
San Francisco, a big earthquake
occurred.

Dharma Realm Buddhist

Books Distribution Society was

actually started by some
laypeople, like Guo Guan
and Guo Zhu. We’re very

grateful to their efforts, as
monastics did not take up
1991.
lived at

residence there until
Before that, they
Dongjing Monastery in Hualian,
because starting in 1989, the
Venerable Master wanted to
establish Buddhist academies
outside the United States. The
first of these academies was
called Proper Dharma Buddhist
Academy. Many current Sangha
members, including Dharma
Master Cai, were students there.
However, after about a year, we
moved away.

In the past, I was never
really aware of things that
happened, because of the whole-
some seeds that the Venerable
Master had planted in the past. It
never crossed our minds that

we would leave Dongjing

establish
Amitabha Sagely Monastery in
Hualian. An old lady, Mrs.
Chou, offered the land to the
Master, and so Amitabha Sagely

Monastery, and

Monastery was founded. About
twenty years later, we now have
a bigger area. The new Amitabha
Monastery is very big. We can
establish a Buddhist
Academy for people new to
the Buddhadharma,

people who want to gain a

cven

and for

deeper understanding of the
Buddhdharma  or

Amitabha
Monastery has the capability to
do all that. Looking at Amitabha
Monastery’s history, we can see
that the wholesome seeds that the

Venerable Master planted in

become

monastics. Sagely

Taiwan are growing.

My personal hopes are to
continue the Proper Dharma
Buddhist Academy, help more
people learn the Buddhadharma,
and teach and develop talented
people in Buddhism, especially
members, so that

will be able to

combine practice and learning,

Sangha
monastics

and cultivate precepts, samadhi,
and wisdom. Monastics serve to
lead the assembly, so if the
monastics do well, the laypeople
will follow suit. This happens
very naturally. On the other
hand,
sluggish and do not have correct

if the monastics are

views, the laypeople will not do
things right either. Yesterday, Jin

9




Jie Shr’s daycare teacher came to
visit her. Her daycare teacher is
an elderly layman, and he said
that because there were some
problems in his family, he went to
a temple to do some fire offerings
and whatnot. The Dharma Master
there said that they were not allowed
to go against or argue about anything
he said. Afterwards, this monastic
took them to eat meat. This
layperson began to have
doubts, and when he came to
Amitabha Sagely Monastery, he
immediately asked Jin Jie Shr why
this monastic would take them to
eat meat.

If monastics lead laypeople
in this way, and if some laypeople
follow along without clearly
understanding the situation at
hand, the Buddhadharma will
eventually die out. Therefore, 1
believe that our responsibility as
monastics is to practice well,
carry on the traditions, and guide
others to learn the proper Dharma.
Due to all of these things, I believe
that the wholesome seeds that the
Venerable Master planted have
begun to sprout. It takes a long
time for a tiny seed to grow into a
big tree, so this can be seen as
an incubation period. By doing
Emperor Liang’s Repentance
now, what seeds are we planting?
We are planting wholesome seeds,
seeds for attaining Buddhahood, so
I hope that everyone will cherish
this opportunity.

In the precepts and samadhi

praise, the last sentence is “In the
past, Yashodhara eradicated
calamities and avoided obstacles.”
Who was Yashodhara? She was
the Buddha’s wife. When the
Buddha was still known as
Prince Siddhartha, Yashodhara
wanted a son very badly, and his
father King Suddhodana wanted
a grandson very much as well.
Prince Siddhartha then pointed at
Yashodhara’s

announced, “You are now with

stomach and

child,” and went on to renounce
the lay life. After six years,
during which the Buddha was
not present, Yashodhara had a
son named Rahula. In Chinese, the
word Rahula means “obstacle.”
Rahula had to undergo the
retribution of being stuck in his
mother’s womb for six years
because in one of his past lives,
he trapped a mouse in its hole for
six days. At the time, traditions
in India were very strict and
brutal. If a woman was unfaithful
to her husband, she would be burned
to death.

When people saw that
Yashodhara had a son six years
after the prince renounced the
lay life, they concluded that
she had been unfaithful. They
proceeded to dig a hole which
they filled with fire and were
about to burn Yashodhara and
Rahula to death. At this time,
Yashodhara said: “If [ have been
faithful, then the child and I will
not be burned to death. Lotus

10

flowers will appear to protect
us.” She then jumped into the
fire. Lotus flowers really appeared
from the flames and held up both
of them. Therefore, it is said that
she “eradicated calamities and
avoided obstacles.” Why was she
able to do so? Because in her
past lives, she upheld the precepts
very well, especially the precept
against lying. As a result, whatever
she said always came true. If you
want whatever you say to become
reality, then you must diligently
uphold the precept against lying.
This is the story behind the sentence
“In the past, Yashodhara eradicated
calamities and avoided obstacles.”

The last line is “Homage to
Incense Cloud Canopy Bodhisattva,
Mahasattva.” There are two possible
interpretations: the first is that
Incense Cloud Canopy Bodhisattva
arrives at the Dharma Assembly
personally, and the other is that we
are helping Incense Cloud Canopy
Bodhisattva achieve his goal,
because the fragrance that is
produced from precepts and
samadhi pervades all directions,
like the clouds in the sky. In the
New Year, I hope that everybody
will become Incense Cloud
Canopy Bodhisattva and keep
up the good work. After we
become Incense Cloud Canopy
Bodhisattva, we have to attain
Buddhahood. I hope that everyone
will make true fragrance from
their cultivation of precepts and
samadhi.
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GoLD SAGE MONASTERY ANNOUNCEMENT OF DHARMA ASSEMBLIES

- = K| lﬁiﬁ E*J Buddhist Events in December, 2014

12 /14, 28 (8:00am ~8:50am ) | P55 B}k ﬂF‘f The Shurangama Mantra Recitation
1277 AP 'Tiifg :15AM ~4:00PM )

{_ﬁiE [ Dharma Assembly of Buddha Recitation

Sunday 19/ 1408 | BT (9:00AM ~10:50aM )
’ Lecture on the Shurangama Sutra

Je =+ 12/ 6 :T?J 24287 (2:00PM ~4:30 PM )

Saturday Elders’ Dharma Study Group
=1 pm {?f[%?diﬁﬁ Great Compassion Repentance

LRI g i 21 AR S0 ?’f Celebration of Amitabha Buddha'’s Birthday
£ }ﬁ:j/}ilg 4 fif’l PUEpB R o SR @R
127 18] 1% Bk 498 ¢

Gold Sage Monastery will arrange bus tour for same-day travel.
Please sign up early.

12/21 Jf!

0k & 3R,

(CTTB)

J [

|JJ3F iF7 Buddhist Events in January, 2015

FIHEY Date

r’iﬂléﬁg Elders’ Dharma Study Group

1/3 ¥5++  2:00PM ~4:30PM

AP R FT Dharma Assembly of Buddha Recitation

1/4 &F' 8:15AM ~4:00PM

L[ g {2 ARk rﬁ Celebration of Amitabha Buddha’s Birthday

1/7 = 8:30AM

Lo

PR  Lecture on the Shurangama Sutra

1/11, 25 Y& F!
9:00AM ~10:50AM

@'ﬁ, 1F FF Gwan Yin Recitation

1/18 HF! 8:15AM ~10:50AM

et % T RS

Anniversary of Shakyamuni Buddha’s Enlightenment

127 {6~ 8:30aM

*?-Ef%ﬁikﬁ Great Compassion Repentance

£ ( Everyday ) 1 pm

& §[3J
(GSM)
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If want to cancel subscribing newsletter by mail. Please write your name and address.
Send the Email to : linww(@yahoo.com

A% T I ExXE&EEeH
It is a blessing to receive dharma education from a young age.

£ 5 20155 ) AL %8%5?5 ) ﬁﬁFﬁJﬁfiﬁ?l FI11f!
GSM Sunday School spring season will start from Jan. 11, 2015

| Wﬁf 31T FIZ65]14 F12015 5 (BHIFIRIFORE ~ 11 )
:'%:JE[I—‘ 22 3 18@
2 A% 70, By b 50

?ﬁ—atﬂ%?—[ﬁ 1 (408) 923-7243
Time : Jan. 11 to June 14, 2015, Sunday, 9AM ~ 11AM
Age :3-18 years old

Fee :$70, Second child: $50

TEL :(408)923-7243
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