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To celebrate the new year, we have to make a great resolve to
definitely change and become good. Do no evil, and practice all good.

— %% LA #4%/ By Venerable Master Hua
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No fighting, no greed, no seeking, no selfishness, no pursuing personal advantage, and no lying.
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What Meaning Is There to a Muddled Life?
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A talk given by the Venerable Master Hua on February 10, 1983 at CTTB
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Time flies, and the year has gone by before we
know it; the next year is approaching. In the same way,
people progress from birth to old age and death without
being aware of it. Birth, old age, sickness, and death
come in quick succession as we pass the years in
muddled confusion. If we do not wake up to our own
birth and death, then, having been born muddled, we
will also die muddled. What meaning is there to this
kind of life? Take a look! In every country and family,
every person is taking this well-worn path of muddled birth
and death; we lead our muddled lives in total ignorance. How
does ignorance come about? One unenlightened
thought produces the three subtle attributes: the
attribute of karma, the attribute of manifestation,
and the attribute of turning. The three subtle attributes
result in all the various differences in our lives. Each
individual finds himself in various situations, and
each has his own lot in life. Once we recognize what
is going on, we should make a great resolve to reach
enlightenment and seek wisdom and understanding.
Since the Buddha has the greatest understanding and
wisdom, he is called the Greatly Enlightened One.
If we want to stop being muddled and attain understanding,
we must first do our best to get rid of bad habits and faults,
for only then can our wisdom shine forth. The lunar
new year is coming, and I hope everyone will make a

great resolve to seek enlightenment!
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Sincerely Recite the AuspiciousSpir‘i‘r Mantra for Eradicating Disasters

LN

4y

{/\[:‘/#ﬁﬁl(z\ﬁjﬁ F[ )41 e

e | 2R W% - 2R Fﬁ [
AHEEK o ﬁ” o 7RIy o TEVE Y o [
= H?P“' o FHF - T HEHERE T H R
R R R Pﬂ% £35S A
B0 R BER W B - WBR - i
Emogwwoyﬁﬁoj

EER Sk LT R o
e o 57 F?H r@fgﬁﬁ—f\ , ﬁ;%ﬁglﬁfgiﬁﬁg °
=Y 5 1 el Af e AR 2 K4 = 1 P
RIS VI A AL 2
CHEES I AL - IREA T SRR 2
fi] R i ¢ 5 o

5P g B I QG R R
ShETEpY UG AR R (R P T (R
Py SURLE N v RLER ~ 7 PR £ P
ol ;Jﬂ k,rr:}' HE o Bl B2 §f~ I
= *Jl’é’ﬂﬁ?ﬂ\aﬁ? SASE I?i%ﬁ&lﬁﬁg}'i sl
CHERE o JY R NPV ICHE L PR
T EEE LR SERLT MR- ]
Bl BLE R R xﬂi | i

—E

[{* = * Ei= /A talk given by the Venerable Master Hua

EIN

By A0 LT 5 2B ) TR
FE- VS F'aﬂilf‘ﬁ e F[ﬁ??ﬂﬂﬁi f"i !
é;e-’Jplﬁ%sdi rﬁﬂ% WEC | B SR sg,
fﬂﬁﬁ$’ﬁ\mﬁ’jﬁ%wwﬁ e
Ve o SR - PR S ]

S0V A A
o Do !

Hj“

r

From the first day of this New Year, everyone
may sincerely chant the Auspicious Spirit Mantra
for Eradicating Disasters, which goes like this,

“Na Mo San Man Duo. Mu Tuo Nan. E Bo La Di.
He Duo She. Suo Nang Nan. Da Zhi Tuo. Nan. Que
Que. Que Xi. Que Xi. Hong Hong. Ru Wa La. Ru
Wa La. Bo La Ru Wa La. Bo La Ru Wa La. Di Sai
Cha. Di Sai Cha. Shai Zhi Li. Shai Zhi Li. Suo Pan
Zha. Suo Pan Zha. Shan Di Jia. Shi Li Ye. Suo Wa
He.”

If you recite single-mindedly, you will
certainly invoke an inconceivable and miraculous
response. These are called “response and the Way
intertwined.” Why do we recite this mantra? We
wholeheartedly recite to alleviate the calamities of
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mankind, to improve human
welfare, and

to save all beings from
the sea of suffering. Then, we
dedicate the merits from this
recitation to every human being
in the world. In this ceremony,
we hope to benefit all beings
through our recitation. Whether
people are Buddhists, good or bad,
we share our merits to alleviate their
suffering and bring unconditional
happiness to each individual. By
reciting sincerely, we move the
Buddhas and Bodhisattvas to take
pity on living beings with great
compassion so that the disasters
and calamities will be abated.
Perhaps major disasters will turn
into minor ones and minor ones
will disappear. We must strive
to pray for all mankind so that
disasters will be eradicated and
auspicious events will occur.
This is a sacred and meaningful
purpose. On the eve of every
Chinese New Year, the City of
Ten Thousand Buddhas will
host the Purification Ceremony.
On the morning of the Chinese
New Year day, recitation of this
mantra will begin. It is a great
honor to have this precious
opportunity to participate. How
fortunate we are! We must rouse
our spirits to recite sincerely. Do
not be indolent or perfunctory.
We shall all unite our energy to
liberate beings from suffering.
Recite! Recite! Recite!
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The Twelve Great Vows of Medicine Master Vaidurya
Light Tathagata No. 7~9

)1/ A talk given By Venerable Master Hua
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English translation excerpt from the VBS No. 337, 338
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Sutra:

"The seventh great vow: 'l vow that in a future
life when I attain Bodhi, I shall cause sentient
beings who are oppressed by many illnesses
and who are without aid, without a place to
turn, without a doctor, without medicine,
without relatives, and without a family, who
are poverty-stricken and filled with suffering
to be cured of their sicknesses upon having
my name pass by their ear, so they are peaceful
and happy in body and mind. They will
have a family and relatives, and acquire
an abundance of property and wealth, and
even realize unsurpassed Bodhi.'"

Commentary:

Many of the newcomers still don't know who
Medicine Master Vaidurya Light Tathagata is. I
shall tell you a little more about this Buddha.
He is a great king of physicians who cures people
without using medicine. Living beings only need to
hear his name, and their illnesses will be cured.

Chinese physicians use the methods of looking,
listening, asking, and feeling the pulse to diagnose a
patient's condition. Physicians are classified as
"spiritual," "sagely," "skillful," or "clever." The
"spiritual" are the very best, while the "sagely" are
not quite as good. "Skillful" refers to those who have
to apply some skill and effort before they can know a
person's condition. The "clever" can know in an
ingenious way. In general, the "spiritual” know by
looking; the "sagely" know by listening; the
"skillful" know through asking; and the "clever"
know through feeling the pulse. Ordinary doctors

must use these four methods to diagnose sickness.

Medicine Master Buddha, however, doesn't use these
methods. He can cure people as long as they sincerely

recite his name. That's his special way of helping people.

Such awesome spiritual power comes from the

8

following vow.

The seventh great vow: I vow that in a future life
when I attain Bodhi, I shall cause sentient beings
who are oppressed by many illnesses, and who
are without aid, without a place to turn, without a
doctor, without medicine, without relatives, and
without a family, who are poverty-stricken and
filled with suffering. They have no one who can
help them, and no safe place where they can take
refuge. Being sick is the greatest suffering. They're
poor and alone and beset by hardships.

To be cured of their sicknesses upon having my
name pass by their ear. If they hear my name,
"Medicine Master Buddha Who Quells Disasters
and Lengthens Life," they will be cured of all disease,
without having to take medication or get shots, X-rays,
or CAT scans. There's no need for electrotherapy,
acupuncture, or any other treatments or operations.
However, this passage doesn't mean that doctors
will be out of business, so doctors should not worry!

So they are peaceful and happy in body and
mind. They will have a family and relatives, and
acquire an abundance of property and
wealth. They will fully regain physical and mental
health. They will not be alone in the world, nor will

they be poor.

And finally, they will even realize unsurpassed
Bodhi. All living beings have the Buddha-nature and
can become Buddhas. The Buddha didn't say, "I
alone can become a Buddha, and no one else can."
Buddhism is very democratic. The Buddha is just
the same as us, except that he has great wisdom,
so he doesn't say or do confused things. We study
the Buddha's teachings in order to learn to live in
harmony, be good people, and ultimately, become
wise Buddhas. However, if we don't follow the rules,
we will never become wise.
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Sutra:

"The eighth great vow: 'l vow that in a future
life when I attain Bodhi, if there are women
who give rise to a deep loathing for their
female body and wish to renounce it because
they are oppressed and disturbed by the myriad
sufferings of being female, upon hearing my
name, they will be able to turn from women
into men who are replete with the features of
a hero, and ultimately realize unsurpassed
Bodhi.'"

Commentary:

Why would women want to become men? Don't
misunderstand and think that Buddhism considers
women to be bad. Some members of the Women's
Lib movement in America have accused Amitabha
Buddha of being a male chauvinist, because his Land
of Ultimate Bliss is "men only." Actually, Amitabha
Buddha doesn't discriminate between "men" or

"women."

Why does the Land of Ultimate Bliss have no women?
It's because the bodies of women are sometimes impure.
Sometimes women are afflicted by many illnesses, and
when that happens, things become quite inconvenient
for them and they undergo a lot of trouble. Some
people prefer not to be women, because they don't
want to undergo the myriad sufferings of being female.
There are said to be a hundred sufferings, which
means there are extremely many sufferings, perhaps
even more than 100. There might be 110, 120, or 130,
or only 90 or 80; it's not fixed. In general, the myriad
sufferings refer to the many troublesome pains and
sicknesses that commonly afflict women. Their
bodies are periodically unclean, and during those
times, they cannot do much. That's why cultivators
sometimes find a woman's body too much hassle and
wish to become men, so they don't have to endure so

much pain and inconvenience.

Pure Sound From Silicon Valley Newsletter Issue 238 February, 2016

When a woman has her menstrual period, she's
usually not in a good mood. Some women experience
great pain right before or after their periods. Their
menstruation may be irregular, so that it doesn't stop
flowing, or else they never have their period. These
problems make having a woman's body very
inconvenient, and so some cultivators prefer
to be men.

Moreover, the sexual desire between men and
women can be very strong. In this day and age,
there are all sorts of strange problems. Demons and
ghosts take advantage of the lust between men
and women and stir up trouble. This refers to
homosexuality.

In the eighth great vow, Medicine Master Buddha
says: “I vow that in a future life when I attain
Bodhi, when I become a Buddha, if there are
women who give rise to a deep loathing for
their female body and wish to renounce it
because they are oppressed and disturbed
by the myriad sufferings of being female, if
they desperately wish to renounce the bodies
of women, upon hearing my name, they will
be able to turn from women into men who
are replete with the features of a hero and
ultimately realize unsurpassed Bodhi. They
will become just like men, and will eventually

attain the supreme fruit of Buddhahood.”




Sutra:

“The ninth great vow: ‘I vow that in a future
life when I attain Bodhi, I shall liberate sentient
beings from the nets of demons and the bonds
of external sects. If they have fallen into the
dense forests of evil views, I shall lead them to
have proper views and to gradually cultivate
the practices of Bodhisattvas so they will
quickly realize Unsurpassed, Proper and
Equal Bodhi."”

Commentary:

The ninth great vow concerns destroying the nets
of demons and gaining liberation from the dense
forests of the evil views of externalists. Medicine
Master Buddha said: “I vow that in a future life
when I attain Bodhi, I shall free sentient beings
from the nets of demons.” Right now as people,
we are very close to the demons and very far from
the Buddhas. If we wish to be demons, we can do so
anytime. If we wish to become Buddhas, we have to
break through many dense forests of evil views. We
have to cast out deviant views and constantly cultivate
proper views before we can escape the demons' nets.
As these nets are very tough to break, we may easily
become followers of demons and asuras. If we are
always getting angry or doing stupid things, we are

in the demons' nets.

When a fisherman nets a big fish, he thinks,
“What a big fish I've caught for supper today!”
When a demon catches a person in its net, it
thinks, “Great! I've got another person for my
retinue!” How can we escape the nets of demons?
It's very simple. Just avoid getting mad and doing
stupid things. Demons use their tricks to lead people
to believe in wrong views, and it's very difficult for
them to get free. However, if we rely on the power of
Medicine Master Buddha's vow, it becomes very easy
to escape the demons' nets.

And the bonds of external sects. External sects

follow the demons in the heavens. They use various
evil methods to control people, even making them
say spells and swear that if they disobey their religion,
they will be struck by lightning or suffer other
calamities. Thus the adherents of external sects
are afraid and dare not offer any opposition,
even though they know their belief is mistaken.
They are as if tied up with rope, so that they have no
freedom and cannot escape.

If they have fallen into the dense forests of evil
views. There are all sorts of teachings based upon
deviant knowledge and deviant views, as thick as
forests, that totally control people's minds and allow
them no freedom whatsoever. Buddhism, however,
does not attempt to control people. I once announced to
a group of Buddhists in the presence of the Roman
Catholic Cardinal of Taiwan, Paul Yubin, "If you
think Buddhism is too old-fashioned and you want
to find a new, trendy religion, here is your chance to
change your faith. Buddhism is not a prison. People
are free to choose whatever religion they like." Then
I turned to Cardinal Yubin, "Do you dare to tell your
followers the same thing?" He shook his head and

said no.

Why couldn't he do it? It's because his religion
still wants to control people. Those who desert
the religion are considered the greatest offenders.
The "dense forests of evil views" refers to views that
cannot be brought out into the open and discussed in
public.

Medicine Master Buddha says, "When I meet people
of deviant views,I shall lead them to have proper
views and to gradually cultivate the practices of
Bodhisattvas. I shall explain proper views to them
and teach them to cultivate the Six Perfections and
myriad practices of Bodhisattvas so they will
quickly realize Unsurpassed, Proper and Equal
Bodhi."
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GOLD SAGE MONASTERY ANNOUNCEMENT OF DHARMA ASSEMBLIES

E| f}}if [ ]EI*J Buddhist Events in February, 2016

2/21, 28 (8:00AM ~8:50AM ) | 15 B A hFT The Shurangama Mantra Recitation

2/6.8 %HF %di (8:30AM ~ afternoon)
l{ﬁ_ﬁ‘ S ’ Dharma Aisembly of Medicine Buddha Repentance
(f? 'imit "F’f) 2/ 7 A5 PR (8:30AM ~ afternoon)
Dharma Assembly of Water Repentance
2/ 14 S SRS (8:15AM ~4:00PM )
Dharma Assembly of Buddha Recitation
{Jﬁ__{l; I 2/21.28 %%;n%ﬁf (9:00AM~10:50AM)
’ Lecture on the Shurangama Sutra
Elders Dharma Study Group
=11 pm *‘\?’ﬁ%ﬁ?ﬁ Great Compassion Repentance (3 ﬁﬁﬂf’ﬁjﬂ%fﬁ)
I F,‘EI*J Buddhist Events in March, 2016 FIH] Date Y EHP
PFHERSE " Lecture on the Shurangama Sutra 3/6,20 Y& [ 19:00AM~ 10:50AM
AP R bA[' Dharma Assembly of Buddha Recitation 3/13 JaF18:15AM ~ 4:00PM
j EES
et B R 307 spissoav~ 1000 | (GSM)
Celebration of Gwan Yin Bodhisattva’s Birthday
NARERE hﬁ' Great Compassion Repentance (3 ﬁﬁﬁﬁf&ﬂ[ﬁ%% ) ZJFI (Everyday ) 1 pm
LR R 327 P
Celebration of Gwan Yin Bodhisattva’s Birthday CTTB)
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Words of Encouragement for the New Year from Venerable Master Hua
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At all times, Buddhas light universally shines.

Day in and day out as you wish and auspicious.
Each month both blessings and wisdom increase.
Every year long life and good fortune never ending.
Days auspicious; nights auspicous!

Day and night at all times auspicious!

Buddhas, Bodhisattvas, Dharma protectors and
kind spirits gather at this place,

So this place is most auspicious
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