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Now everyone of us should open your genuine wisdom eye, truly turn back
your ear organ to hear your inherent nature, do not seek outside.

¥ % LA #4%/ By the Venerable Master Hua
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No fighting, no greed, no seeking, no selfishness, no pursuing personal advantage, and no lying.
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Cultivating Blessings and Giving Away Blessings
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Excerpt from Commentary on Lotus Sutra by Venerable Master Hua
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How to cultivate blessings?

In all situations, you took the
short end of the deal and did not
try to get off cheap. You benefit-
ted others and not yourself. You
helped others and did not ask
others to help you. If you help
others for long enough, you will
naturally obtain blessings. Suppose
you see a person who has no
blessings at all. If he has twenty
cents in his hand, he will either
get sick or get into trouble. Why
doesn’t he has any blessings? He
has never cultivated blessings.

Cultivating blessings is
not just helping people out, it
also includes not obstructing
others or making them unhappy
with you. This refers to specifics,
which means whatever you do,
you won't make people upset or
dissatisfied with you, and you
help others instead. Regarding
the principles, it means that you
don't obstruct others even in your
mind. If you obstruct others, you
are renouncing your blessings.
To renounce means to give away,
SO you are giving away your
blessings. You may argue, “But
isn’t that practicing giving?”” Right.
It is giving. However, others won't
be able to receive the blessings
donated by you, neither of you
are benefited. You lose you
blessings, but it is of no any
benefits to you or others.

What does it mean to give
away blessings? Take for instance
how we close the door when we
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are entering or leaving the room.
When leaving, you slam the door
loudly where everybody is either
meditating, or studying, or doing
other work. The loud sound startles
the person who is meditating,
keeping him from entering
Samadhi. He is shaken out of
Samadhi by the sound of the
door. People who are studying
Buddhadharma or translat-
ing sutras are very focused,
however, the sound scatters their
concentration. This is how you
have given away your blessings.
It just one of the examples. In
general, anything which gets in
other people’s way and makes
them unhappy is giving away
your blessings.

As another example: You
have all taken refuge with the
Triple Jewel, and bowed to me,
such a stupid person, as your
teacher. Why do I say that [ am
stupid? Because I often give rise to
afflictions, which is a manifestation
of stupidity. Why do I have
afflictions? Perhaps because

one of you does not follow my
teachings. When you took refuge
with me, you said that you would
practice according to the teaching,
But after you took refuge you just
turn your backs on the teaching
and refuse to practice it. You
disobeyed my teachings and do
not follow them. Why did you
take a teacher? I am not joking
with you or playing with you. If
study the
Buddhadharma, you must take

you want to

your study seriously, and you
cannot get the Buddha dharma
by being sloppy. Dharma Master
Xuan Zhuang in China went to
India to get the Sutras. You see,
how many demons and tests he
had to go through and how much
hardships he had experienced for
him to finally attained the
Dharma. Now, we easily have
opportunities to listen to the Su-
tras and study the Dharma. If
you still are not sincere in your
study, it really can be said that
you don't have enough virtue and
haven't planted good roots in

past lives, therefore you do not
study the Buddhadharma earnestly.
Your not being serious in study
make your stupid teacher very
upset.

Therefore, I remember I
told two of my disciples last year,
“Study the Buddhadharma well,
and do not give me too much
trouble. If you are still not serious
in learning Buddhadhama, you will
cause me a lot trouble; By
constantly

giving your

teacher trouble, then not
only are you failing to support
your teacher’s Dharma, but you
are destroying it.The consequences
of destroying the Dharma are in-
describably dangerous. ““ Therefore
if you cause trouble to the
Temple or make trouble for
the Triple

“giving away” your blessings.

Jewel, you are
By giving away blessings, you
will run out of blessings. Without
blessings, you will certainly not
succeed in your cultivation of the
Way.
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We should be true and genuine in everything, and not tell lies. Telling a small lie
will result in straying off thousand miles away; If you tell a single lie here, your
accomplishing Buddhahood will be delayed for one hundred million of great eons.
You see, who is taking the loss?

¥ % LA #4%/ By the Venerable Master Hua
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The Shurangama Mantra--
The Efficacious Language of Heaven and Earth
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We should be true and genuine in everything, and not tell lies. Telling a small lie
will result in straying of f thousand miles away; If you tell a single lie here, your
accomplishing Buddhahood will be delayed for one hundred million of great eons.
You see, who is taking the loss?

¥ % LA #4%/ By the Venerable Master Hua
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The Dharma of Quelling
Disasters means that if a calamity
is due, reciting the mantra will
make it disappear. The disaster
will be quelled. Suppose some-
one is due to drown in the
ocean. Reciting the mantra can
change the situation so that he
doesn't get drowned. Or you're on
a boat that's supposed to sink.
Recitation of the mantra can keep
the boat from sinking. Or the
airplane is supposed to crash,
but you are reciting the mantra
and so it doesn't. Nonetheless,
you have to take responsibility for
dispelling the calamities in your
own mind. What calamities are
there in your mind? Well, if you
merely rely on the mantra, but
inside you are a bundle of false
and malevolent thoughts, scattered
thoughts, lustful
thoughts, then you certainly haven't

and impure

expelled the calamities in your own
mind. In that case, no mantra is go-
ing to work. And so if you want to
avoid disasters you must first pu-
rify your own mind. The purity of
your mind is what really dispels
If you are full of
greed, hatred, and stupidity, no

calamities.

mantra is going to be efficacious.
Our frame of mind is extremely
important. We must be kindhearted
and filled with goodness, wishing
to help others. Our mind should
be wholesome.

The Dharma for Hooking




and Summoning is for use when
you meet up with heavenly demons
and externalists and want to
catch them. Just as law enforcement
officers catch criminals, so too, the
Hooking and Summoning Dharma
catches weird creatures, demons,
and ghosts. They do something
here to harm others or do some
bad thing that causes people to
get sick and then they run away.
But you want to catch them and
so you recite the mantra, using the
Hooking and Summoning Dharma.
Well, no matter how far away from
you they are, the Dharma-protecting
good spirits, or members of the
eightfold division, or some of
the eighty-four thousand Vajra
Treasury Bodhisattvas will
immediately snatch them and
bring those demonic beings
back. Even then, sometimes they won't
give in and you have to use all
kinds of expedients to teach and
transform them. If you use brute
force to subdue them, then that's
the lowest grade of dharma, it's
not a good method. The best
methods don't use any sort of
power plays to oppress beings.
Don't oppress them and don't
contend with them. Don't be like
an asura--tough and looking for a
fight. Even when you clearly have
the power to do so, don't use the
dharmas to subdue them. You
should use virtuous conduct to
influence beings and then teach
and transform them.

And finally, there is the
Dharma of Subduing. Demons
have spiritual penetrations and
they also have mantras. You
recite your mantra and they
recite theirs. But when you use
the Shurangama Mantra, you
break through all their mantras
and subdue them. You use the
power to quell them and make
them behave. I've told you all
before that the Shurangama
Mantra has within it a few lines
of mantra that rends the nets of
demons. Why was the mantra
from the Brahma Heavens
rendered useless? It was because
of the Five Great Hearts Mantra.
The Five Great Hearts Mantra
destroys the mantras underlying
the demons' and externalists'
spells and incantations. It doesn't
matter what mantra they use,
when you recite these lines, their
spells are smashed and their
mantras become ineffectual. If I
wanted to market this Dharma,
a million dollars wouldn't even
touch my asking price! But I
can see that you have a bit of
sincerity and so [ am transmitting
it to you absolutely free. To sum
it up, no matter what Dharma you
cultivate, you must have the
unsurpassed resolve for Bodhi;
you must have great kindness
and compassion; you must practice
great giving and great renunciation.
You must not use the powers you
gain in practicing the Way to oppress
any other person or to squelch any

demon, monster, goblin, or ghost.

Furthermore, the Dharma
of Auspiciousness enables things
to go your way when you recite the
mantra. Good fortune prevails.
Now I've given you an explanation

of these Dharmas.

I could talk for several
years and never finish describing
the good points of this mantra. All
Buddhas of the ten directions
come forth from the Shurangama
Mantra. The Shurangama Mantra
is the mother of all Buddhas. It
was by means of the Shurangama
Mantra that all Buddhas perfected
Unsurpassed Proper and Pervasive
Enlightened Knowledge. The
ability of the Buddhas of the ten
directions to create response
bodies and go throughout the ten
directions turning the Dharma
wheel to teach and transform
living beings; to rub the crowns
of those beings and bestow
predictions upon them; to rescue
beings from their complex sufferings;
to enable beings to escape both
large disasters and small calamities-
-their ability to do all that comes
from the power of the Shurangama
Matia Heat ffyouwarto aanthe fruition
of Arhatship, you absolutely
must recite this mantra to keep
demonic things from happening.
During the Dharma-ending Age
if people can memorize the
Shurangama Mantra or encourage
others to memorize it, well, fire

PN -
Sy N=]

% 255 B 2017 F£ 078



cannot burn such people and
water cannot drown them. No
matter how potent a poison, it
cannot harm them. For those who
recite the Shurangama Mantra,
poison turns to sweet dew as soon
as it enters their mouths. People
who recite the Shurangama Mantra
will never get born in bad places,
even if they want to. Why is that
so? It's because the Shurangama
Mantra pulls you back and won't
allow you to go. Someone who
recites the Shurangama Mantra
may never have amassed any
blessings or virtue, but, simply
because he recites the mantra,
the Thus Come Ones of the ten
directions will bestow their own
merit and virtue upon that person.
Wouldn't you call that a bar-
gain? That happens based on the
recitation of the Mantra alone. If
you recite the Shurangama
Mantra, you will continually get to
be bomn at a time when a Buddha is
in the world and will be able to
immerse yourself in cultivation
under that Buddha's guidance.

If your mind is terribly
scattered so that you can't
concentrate and don't have
any samadhi-power, but you
think about the Shurangama
Mantra and recite it with your
lips, the Vajra Treasury King
Bodhisattvas will very attentively
watch for ways to invisibly help
you gradually until your confusion
has disappeared and you develop

Pure Sound From Silicon Valley Newsletter Issue 255 July, 2017

samadhi. They will imperceptibly
help you open your wisdom and
concentrate your mind to the point
that you become crystal clear
about all the events spanning the
thousand

previous  eighty-four

Ganges' sands of eons.

If you can learn the
Shurangama Mantra until you
have memorized it fluently--so
that you become one with
the mantra--then you attain
the mantra's samadhi and
your recitation will be like
flowing water, welling up
uninterrupted. If you can do
that, then at the very least for
seven lives to come you will
be as wealthy as America's
richest oil magnates. And you
say, "That's great! I'm going
to learn the mantra right
away! I wouldn't mind being
a magnate of some kind!"
Well, if you are that selfish, then
don't even bother learning the
mantra. Seven lives pass in the
blink of an eye anyway. What
should those who learn the
Shurangama Mantra be hoping
for? You should hope for ultimate
Buddhahood; hope to attain the
Unsurpassed Proper and Equal
Right Enlightenment. Don't be so
petty! Actually those who are
really dedicated in reciting
the Shurangama Mantra are
transformation bodies of Buddhas.
Not just any transformation bodies,
but those atop the Buddha's

crown--transformation bodies of
that transformation body! And
so you see that the wonderful
aspects of the Shurangama
Mantra are difficult to express,
difficult to
Wherever someone is seriously

conceptualize.

reciting the Shurangama Mantra,
a great white canopy will be
there in the space above him. If
your skill in reciting the mantra
is high-level and far-reaching,
then when you recite, the canopy
will extend for thousands of
miles, preventing any disasters or
difficulties. If you only have a
little skill, then the canopy will be
right above your own head
protecting you. If you have virtue
in the Way, if you are a High
Sanghan, then when you recite, the
entire nation will be benefitted and
no calamities will occur. Or if
disasters are unavoidable, big
ones will turn into little ones,
and the little ones won't even
happen.
(To be continued)
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Question And Answers by the Venerable Master Hua
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2 : Which Sutra should I recite or which
Dharma should I cultivate so that I can become
a Buddha the soonest?

A: You can recite the Sutra of not getting
angry, the Sutra of not losing temper and the
Sutra of not scolding others. With these three
Sutras, you will become a Buddha very soon.

3 : How to eradicate karmic obstacles?

A: If you do not get angry, whatever
karmic obstacles will be removed right way.
Whenever you feel like losing temper, be
patient for a moment and tell yourself: wait
one more minute. Being patient for one
moment, the wind ceases and waves will calm
down; Taking one step back, you will discover the
vastness of the ocean and the emptiness of the sky.
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GoOLD SAGE MONASTERY ANNOUNCEMENT OF DHARMA ASSEMBLIES

= E| f}}iF [EI*J Buddhist Events in July, 2017

7/ 2,23 (8:00AM ~8:50AM ) | A5 EEHH 1k Tﬁ The Shurangama Mantra Recitation
7/2.23 %%;%ZK (9:00AM ~10:50AM )
’ Lecture on the Shurangama Sutra
bl 7716 A ['Tiif ( 8:15AM~4:00PM )
Sunda Dharma Assembly of Buddha Recitation
( y)
7/30 B IR (8:15AM~10 :50aM)
Dharma Assembly of Gwan Yin
&l 212 T PR A (D-F) (8:30aM~10:00aM)
(Wed.) Celebration of Gwan Yin Bodhisattva’s Enlightenment
ZJF11 pm *?f[‘%ﬁiﬁﬁ Great Compassion Repentance
Bkt [@'f', jﬁ[ﬁ%’?‘/fﬁﬁ T? 1 Celebration of Gwan Yin Bodhisattva’s Enlightenment 779 fl 2SR
:J’FI I
S R 0 6 T Al TTB)

GSM will arrange bus tour for same- day travel. Please sign up before July 6.

E| I,}NF [FI*J Buddhist Events in August, 2017 FIH] Date

BRpRER % Lecture on the Shurangama Sutra 8/6,27 5[ 19:00AM~10:50AM

AT PRk ¢ The Water Repentance Dharma Assembly | 8/13 4|1 8:15AM~afternoon

[

A ["Qifiiﬁﬁ Dharma Assembly of Buddha Recitation 8/20 ' 8:15AM~ 4:00pM

£l (Everyday ) 1 pm

J\?f[;%kiiﬁﬁ Great Compassion Repentance

L
(GSM)

OBEZEMHBSYWERS
BERLBFLOUSZRMU > Email to: linww@yahoo.com
If want to cancel subscribing newsletter by mail.

Please write your name and address. Send the Email to : linww@yahoo.com
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Gold Sage Monastery
11455 Clayton Road, San Jose, CA 95127
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Gold Sage Monastery Summer Sunday School Registration

leL KR tﬂkry(;'zﬂ:é\;iyg FOSELE  SefEdk A pud ﬁaﬁj ¥ SERLEY

TANEENIEEE R e Sle e S ISR A Sl Bt iR A

On this hot summer day , bring your children to this peaceful dharma place to explore
the meaning of life and to learn the virtues of filial obedience, love, compassion, and
gratitude.

Don’t let time pass by in vain, take full advantage of their shaping period, so that
they experience the wonderfulness of Buddha dharma.

CEEBUETHA 2017 & 7E]16F 1~ 8E[20f ! Time : Sunday 9:00AM — 11:00AM,

EJﬁEJE[E*'f9N11E3J; July 16 to Aug. 20,2017
; M Age :3-17 years old
SEIFET T 3~17 5% Fee : $20
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