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Patience means: “If people scold me, I can bear it. If they hit me, |
can take it. No matter how badly they treat me, I can endure it.”

‘T X A 324/ By the Venerable Master Hua
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No fighting, no greed, no seeking, no selfishness, no pursuing personal advantage, and no lying.
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Firmly Practice the Four Vast Vows
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By the Venerable Master Hua
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The Four Vast Vows are: 1

vow to save the infinite number
of beings; I vow to sever the
endless afflictions; I vow to
study the limitless Dharma-doors; 1
vow to realize the Supreme
Buddha Way. But the Four Vast
Vows are not something simply to
be recited. You must actually put
them into practice. You, personally,
must do all you can to fulfill these
Four Vows. If you just recite them,
that is useless. You must return
the light to illumination within and
ask yourself:

“Living beings are limitless,
I vow to save them all”. Have I
saved any? If I have, well, that
is practicing the Bodhisattva
Way. If I have not, what should
I do? I better start saving them.”
However, when you save living
beings, you should not attach to
the mark of saving living beings.
Do not say, “I saved that one,
and that one...” Do not have this
mark. It is said, “Separate from
all marks, sweep away all
dharmas.”

“Afflictions are endless, I
vow to end them all”. Ask
yourself everyday, “I vow to

end all afflictions, have I eradicated

seek afar.

ENEA B

KE®R T LOES  RIR

Parents are living Buddhas right in your own home, so don’t neglect what is near to
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them or not? If not, I better do it.”
Unless you end your afflictions, you
will never be free of them. How
does one sever afflictions? It is
not hard at all. It is not a matter of
taking a knife and slicing them off.
If you know the principle that
affliction is Bodhi. just like ice
is water and water is ice, all you
need to do is melt the ice of your
afflictions into the wisdom water
of Bodhi, then you are eradicating
afflictions. Do not search for
afflictions apart from Bodhi.
Do not look for Bodhi apart
from afflictions.They are one
thing. If you know how to use it,
it is Bodhi. If you do not know
how to use it, it is affliction.

Why is it said that living
beings are Buddhas and Buddhas
living beings? When you have
saved all living beings, you are a
Buddha; otherwise you are still a
living being. There is no difference
between living beings and
Buddhas. Once you wake up, you
are a Buddha. When you are
confused, you are a living being.
Therefore do not search outside
of yourself for living beings to save.
That is just seeking outwardly. When
you have saved all the living beings
in your own inherent nature, then
you have saved all living beings.

In the Sixth Patriarch's
Platform Sutra, the Sixth Patri-
arch says, “I vow to save living
beings in my inherent nature.”
Why didn't he say, “I vow to

save living beings in other's

nature?” It says, “my nature,”
because all living beings are
one. There is no “you” or
“me” or “them.” All are included
within the inherent nature.

“I vow to end the afflictions
in the self-nature.” Note that it
says “self” nature, instead of
“other”nature. It is not about
looking at others, “Hey, you
have studied the Buddhadharma
for so long, how come you have
not severed your afflictions?”
If you had ended your own
afflictions, how would you
see others have afflictions? If
you ended your afflictions, then
even when living beings have
afflictions, you would not
perceive them as afflictions.
You just think, “Well, that is
the way living beings are. If
they were not like that, they
would not be living beings. They
their
make-up. Living beings are just

cannot change basic
living beings.”
What about the Buddha? He is
just the Buddha! The Buddha is
not different from living beings.
What matters is that you
should cultivate. Enlightened,
you are a Buddha. Confused, you are a
living being. There is no difference
between enlightenment and confusion,
either. If you are not confused, you
are enlightened. If you are not
enlightened, you are confused.
There is no real difference. It is
just like ice and water.
“Dharma-doors are limitless,

I vow to study them all.”
“Have I studied them? Ah, all I
did today was sleep. I did not
do anything.” Then you haven't
studied them! Without studying,
it is of no use, you still have to
study!

“Buddha Path is unsurpassed,
I vowed to accomplish it.”
Have you accomplished it? No?
Would you like to accomplish it?
“Well, let me think...” If you think,
you will have to wait another three
great kalpas. If you do not need
think about it, you do not have to
wait. You may become a Buddha
tomorrow, because you do not
need think, and it is very certain:
“I must become a Buddha!” If
you must, you will. Those who
have firm resolve will succeed.
The Buddha is just waiting for
you to realize Buddhahood. If
you do not want to, nobody is
going to force you. Therefore it
must be you yourself who likes
cultivating Buddhadharma and
accomplishing Buddhahood. If
you have mnot yet realized
Buddhahood, you should cultivate.
If you do not cultivate, there is no
way you can realize Buddhahood.
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The Shurangama Mantra--
The Efficacious Language of Heaven and Earth

© BALA BT
By the Venerable Master Hua
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The Shurangama Mantra is
an efficacious language. Every
line has its own particular
efficacy. But you don't need
to think: Why don't I get any
responses from holding the
Shurangama Mantra. Don't pay
any attention to whether there
are responses or not, just keep
reciting it. It's like practicing
martial arts, every day you have to
practice your punches, regardless
of what your skill is like. Skill
comes through training. It's
impossible to have skill without
training. By the same principle,
you should cultivate your
Dharmas every day, no matter
what happens, no matter how
busy you are. Don't slack off after
you've been at it for a while, losing
interest in the Shurangama Mantra.

It's certainly not the case that
you will have some efficacious
response as soon as you begin
reciting it. Regardless of whether
you perceive any response, you
should continue reciting it every
day. You must deepen your skill
day by day. Success doesn't happen
overnight. For instance you have to
study for ten, twenty, or even
thirty years before you gain real
scholarship. It's the same with
cultivation. You must keep your
mind on your recitation of the
mantra, continuing your recitation
without ever letting it get cut off. It
should be just as important as
putting on clothes, eating food,
and going to sleep; you shouldn't
be able to be without it for a single
day. It doesn't matter whether
there's any response, because by
reciting every day you will
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%%/ By the Venerable Master Hua

XM A IE R A o FTABER R
KmET o

A wholesome thought will bring auspiciousness to the world, while an evil thought
will bring about gust and storm. Therefore if people in each country are all kind
and wholesome, observe the Five Precepts and practice the Ten Good Deeds, then
the country will be at peace.
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gradually have a foundation and
quite naturally the mantra will
function.

If you hope for its wonderful
functions and inconceivable
power, then you must not keep
having false thoughts, always
day-dreaming and fantasizing. If
you cut off your recitation of the
mantra, then you will not be able
to attain samadhi. You must use
your true mind and practice the
Shurangama Mantra with sincerity.
What's a true mind? It means that
for the sake of reciting the
Shurangama Mantra you can forget
all about time and even space
disappears. You don't know if
it's day or night; you don't know if
you've eaten or not; you don't know if
you've slept or not. You forget
everything else. Everything
disappears and one thought extends
for infinite eons, while infinite eons is
one thought. That's the kind of spirit
you should have--forgetting to eat
and sleep for the sake of cultivating
the Shurangama Mantra. In that way
you certainly can attain the
Shurangama Samadhi. If you
cannot be that way, then you
aren't really cultivating the
Shurangama Dharma-door. You
should be that way not only in
cultivating the  Shurangama
Mantra, but in the cultivation of
any Dharma door--walking
without realizing you are walking;
sitting with being aware you are
sitting; being unaware that you are

thirsty or hungry. "Well," you

8

say, "isn't that just turning into a
stupid person?" That's right. It's
said,

When you learn to be a big idiot,
then you start to have some
skill;

Studying until you are as if stupid
is the beginning of real insight.

If you can learn to be as if
stupid, then no matter what
Dharma door you cultivate you
will attain samadhi and gain
some realization. It's just because
you are unable to be stupid that
you cannot properly enter into
samadhi and don't get any response
from your cultivation.

When you are developing
your skill in reciting the Shurangama
Mantra, you may dream of yourself
bowing to the Buddhas; or in a
dream see the Buddhas emitting
light; or dream that you see the
Buddha come as rub the crown
of your head; or dream that the
Buddhas speak Dharma for you,
or dream that you see the
Bodhisattvas, or Condition-enlightened
Ones, or Hearers, or Sagely Sanghans
or gods and heavenly generals; or in
a dream see yourself ascending
into space; or dream that you can
fly. All of these are good
experiences. Or you may be riding a
horse or crossing a river and encounter
all sorts of auspicious lights; or there
may be other extremely rare
appearances that manifest. If
you do attain responses such as

these, then you should be very
careful. You should bring forth
the resolve for Bodhi; guard the
purity of the karma created by
your body, mouth, and mind; and
increase your efforts and tighten
your skill in reciting the mantra.
You should not tell others what
kinds of responses you've had in
order to get others to believe in
you or to think highly of you. It's
enough for you yourself to know
what responses you've had. If
you keep advertising your own
merits and selling your cultiva-
tion out on the streets, then you
are wrong. If you act like that,
you leave yourself open and the
demons will attack. That's like
failing to put your jewels in a
safebox. If you leave them at the
doorway, then someone is certainly
going to steal them. Therefore, we
must be very careful in our
cultivation of the Buddhadharma.
Don't let the heavenly demons and
externalists have their way with you.
But you can report your experiences
to your fellow-cultivators if you are
not doing it in order to get famous or
rich or to make people respect
and praise you.

The Shurangama Sutra says,
"If you recite and uphold the
Shurangama Mantra until you
gain skill and can make it function,
then eighty-four thousand Vajra
Treasury Bodhisattvas and their
retinue of followers will always
stay near you and protect you, so
that everything you hope for will
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come true." But the demon kings
never give up searching for a
hole so they can give you more
trouble than you can handle.

In the past, Great Master
the Fifth Patriarch,
was cultivating in Hubei at
He wupheld
the precepts strictly and cultivated

Hongren,

East Mountain.

with unusual intensity. Once when a
group of bandits surrounded the
city of Hubei, Great Mater Hongren
could bear it no longer and
decided to try to save the people in
that city. He came down the
mountain and walked into that
city. As soon as the bandits saw
Great Master Hongren coming,
they were terrified, dropped their
armor and weapons, and fled.
Why? Because although Great
Master Hongren came alone into
the city, the bandits saw an army

of heavenly generals and
heavenly troops clad in
golden armour. It was as if
the gods themselves had come
earth--all

golden armour and carrying

down to donning
jeweled swords and other awesome
weapons. That's what caused the
bandits to retreat in such haste. And
so, without the use of a single
knife, spear, or arrow, he routed
the bandits. It was because Great
Master Hongren recited the
Shurangama Mantra that the bandits
found him to be so terrifying. You
could say that was a manifestation
created by the Vajra Treasury
Bodhisattvas or you could say
it was the awesome virtue of
Great Master
frightened them. That a cultivator
was able to frighten the bandits
into retreat without the use of a single

Hongren that

soldier or weapon is verification of
his genuine skill. How else could
there have been such a response in

the Way?
Shakyamuni Buddha
proclaimed the Shurangama

Mantra in order to protect of all
of us who have brought forth the
initial resolve to study the Way;
to aid us in attaining samadhi; to
help us be at peace in body and
mind; and to keep us out of trouble.
Therefore we should never forget
this Dharma. We should recite and
uphold the Shurangama Mantra
with single-minded sincerity. By
doing so we are helping to
perpetuate the Buddhadharma,
to keep the Proper Dharma long
in the world.

money everyday.
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People tend to renounce the root and pursue the branch tips, putting cultivation the
second and making money the first. They forget the fundamental principles and use
efforts on the trivial. Making money can only sustain your life, while studying
Buddha-dharma can nurture you Dharma body and increase your wisdom. You
should pick a sutra you like and investigate it, don't just be concerned with earning
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Question And Answers by the Venerable Master Hua

g LA FE5F

Fﬂﬂ B R 2 RIS Q: What is the benefit of being a
TemEIR 27 vegetarian? What is the harm of not being
EIREMHTEREFRE ? a vegetarian.

_LA.-’&;:— y E1 =3 15
R i:ifi% Iz A: Being a vegetarian is being at a

disadvantage when you are alive; not
5 PR 0 RLIRI2ES o : . . ’
’g T P[‘;ﬁ f‘\—7 '/Xpég being a vegetarian will be at the

disadvantage after death.

F‘ﬂ BRI 2 Q
: How to be free of the fire of

ignorance?
EA ppise s

AU » A6 AR AL A |
: You should cultivate the Dharma

B FI‘J%*EJ%’ T\ S T e El door of patience parameter. Absolutely
2 never lose temper, and this is the critical
! point. If you do not lose temper, you will

have wisdom.
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GOLD SAGE MONASTERY ANNOUNCEMENT OF DHARMA ASSEMBLIES

Juk] f}}iflgﬁ Buddhist Events in September, 2017

9/4~10 YH— ~F!

M-~ Earth Store Recitation Dharma Assembly
8:15AM~4:00PM

Ta ! 9/ 24 SPHISER (8:15Au~4:00m)
(Sunday) Dharma Assembly of Buddha Recitation

JE5 T T B¢ Celebration of Ullambana Dharma Assembly

9/5 .
(Tuesday) = fﬁﬁ%?ﬁﬁﬁ Afternoon: Earth Store Recitation ( 8:15aM~4:00pPM )

b1 9/ 19 LA R 830a
(Tuesday) Celebration of Earth Store Bodhisattva’s Birthday

=11 pm *?-Ef%ﬁikﬁ Great Compassion Repentance

i [ E rﬁ Celebration of Ullambana Dharma Assembly 9/ 3 JHF!

@*ﬁﬁ[fﬁﬁ%i?’[ e ZH ”FT Celebration of Earth Store Bodhisattva’s Birthday 917 JH ! fl PIZHbs

TTR)
S LA e N = gﬁ SRR

GSM will arrange bus tour for same-day travel. Please sign up early.

- Fl 0 F[FI*J Buddhist Events in October, 2017 FIH] Date fie] EHP

A 03, [S?iﬁrﬁ Dharma Assembly of Buddha Recitation 10/ 17T 8:15AM~ 4:00PM

S 10/ 8, 15,22
B R4 Lecture on the Shurangama Sutra T 9:15AM~10:45AM

10/ 8, 15, 22 & 2
W@%ﬂﬂiiﬁﬁ The Shurangama Mantra Recitation ST 800AM~9:00AM (GSN{)

Hr# 87 Honoring Elders’ Day 10/29 8:30AM~ 2:00 PM

*‘\?f[%i?iﬁﬁ Great Compassion Repentance ZFl (Everyday ) 1 pm

OBEZEREHBSVERS
ERLEG LM BRMIU » Email to: linww@yahoo.com

If want to cancel subscribing newsletter by mail.
Please write your name and address. Send the Email to : linww(@yahoo.com
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Dharma Realm Buddhist Association

Gold Sage Monastery
11455 Clayton Road, San Jose, CA 95127
Tel : (408) 923-7243 / Fax: (408) 923-1064

FER B g MUt www.drbaorg
website: http://drbagsm.org

NON-PROFIT ORG
U.S. POSTAGE
PAID
PERMIT # 34
SUNNYVALE, CA

© B RBEKERIFHALEY 2017F 9108

Fg'f'ﬁﬁ D2017F 9 FI10 pI=12 I8 P BIIETRIE 9 ~ 11
ﬁ%—y$mn,a;@$wa
Time: Sunday 9:00AM — 11:00AM, Sept. 10, to Dec. 8, 2017

Age : 3-18 years old
Fee :$ 70, Second Child $ 50

O $AH Honoring Elders’ Day
VHV#H - El@ﬂp_ypﬂﬁ {N?H‘%Sg
et LR - TR 0 AR

GSM will hold Honoring Elders’ Day on Oct. 29, 2017 at 8:30AM
Registration starts from now, Limited Seats.

Gold Sage Monastery Sunday School will start from Sept. 10, 2017
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