BT

Pure Sound From Silicon Valley

2018 4F 05 A28 265 81  Issue 265, May 2018

AEREBERF-ENRE , BERSE X1

In our lives, we should decide upon our principles and practice
according to them.

—%8 % LA 34k /By the Venerable Master Hua
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No fighting, no greed, no seeking, no selfishness, no pursuing personal advantage, and no lying.
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Buddha’s Wisdom Knows the Mind of All Living Beings
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Excerpt from the Commentary on the Flower Adornment Sutra by the Venerable Master Hua
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The Buddha’s wisdom is

inconceivable. We living beings
also have something which is
inconceivable— our stupidity.
What is stupidity? It is the inability
to distinguish between right and
wrong, proper and deviant. We
do not know what is proper
and what is deviant. We do not
differentiate between black and
white. We say that what is black
is white, and what is white is
black.
"black" and "white" are not absolute.
If we had named the black color
"white" in the beginning, it would be
known as "white." "White" would
be used to refer to black things. If
we decide to call white things
"black,"
black. Although these terms are

Basically, the terms

then white becomes

not absolute, most living beings
identify black as black and white
as white, because these names
have been fixed by convention.
In the beginning, if the names
"black" and "white" had been
used to name the opposite color, that
would be one thing. But since living
beings are already used to the
conventional way of defining
these terms, the terms are in
effect fixed. Nevertheless, they
still don't know the difference
between black and white. Wouldn't
you say that's inconceivable? Thus,
the stupidity of living beings is
inconceivable. Alas! They take
what is bad to be good, and what is
good to be bad. Transcendental

dharmas ought to be cultivated,
but they consider them to be
Worldly
dharmas ought to be renounced,

completely  wrong.
but they insist on clinging to them.
Since they cannot re-nounce
worldly dharmas, it is difficult
for them to successfully cultivate
transcendental dharmas. Wouldn't
you say living beings are
inconceivable? Well, is it the
case that living beings lack
the wisdom of the Buddhas,
the Thus Come Ones? No. The
sunlight is there for everyone, but
sometimes it gets blocked by
clouds. Those dark clouds represent
stupidity, while sunlight represents
wisdom. When your dark clouds
block out the sunlight, the day is
dark and gloomy. Where do
these clouds come from? They
are produced by greed, hatred,
and stupidity. Where does wisdom
(sunlight) come from? It is produced
through precepts, samadhi, and
wisdom. If we living beings
wish to recover our original wisdom,
it is essential that we cultivate precepts,
samadhi, and wisdom.

Precepts serve to stop evil
and prevent wrongdoing. They
are summarized as follows: Do
no evil, and practice all good. If you
can do this, then through observing
precepts, you will acquire samadhi
(concentration). If you practice
good deeds, you will have merit
and virtue, which in turn produces
samadhi. Samadhi is a result of
external merit and inner fruition.
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You must externally cultivate the
Six Paramitas. Once you have a
foundation in the Six Paramitas,
you will have samadhi. Therefore,
the first four Paramitas— giving, holding
precepts, patience, vigor— are
aids to Chan samadhi. You can
estab-lish merit by giving. There
is also merit in holding precepts,
being patient, and being vigorous.
The merit of the four Paramitas
helps you to attain samadhi, and
when that samadhi is full and
complete, wisdom arises. If you
lack merit and virtue, however, it
is very easy to go astray. Merit
and virtue help you to achieve
samadhi more quickly. There-
fore, in cultivation, take care not
to be stingy and unable to give
things away. You have to give
before you can receive. Thus, it
is essential to first practice giving,
holding precepts, patience, and
vigor, in order to gain samadhi.
Once you have samadhi, wisdom
can develop. When your skill in
samadhi is deep, you will have
wisdom. This is similar to studying,
When you have studied a great deal,
your character will become refined.
There is a saying:

When one's erudition is
profound, one's manner is calm.

People who are educated
are naturally refined. Refinement
refers to a lack of greed, hatred,
stupidity, and ignorance. It is not
easy to get rid of ignorance.
However, you can gradually reduce
it day by day. What do you use to
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lessen ignorance? Prajna wisdom.
With Prajna wisdom, you can
destroy the darkness of ignorance.

An inconceivable state
basically cannot be described in
words. It is beyond conception
and impossible to talk about.
Nevertheless, 1 have "added a
head on top of a head" in trying
to say a few things about it. You
should not follow my example
and add yet another head on top
of that, for then there would be
three heads! Two heads is already
a lot. If another head is added,
then you would have three heads
and six arms. You see that
Guanyin Bodhisattva has more
than three heads and six arms,
and Junti Bodhisattva also has
many hands and eyes. Guanyin
Bodhisattva has a
hands and a thousand eyes, and
he really has three heads. But the
heads that you would add on are
dead.

The Buddha's wisdom is
such that he completely understands

thousand

the hearts of all living beings. How
many are the thoughts of all living

beings? We don't know. The Buddha
knows, though. As the Vajra Sutra
says, "The Thus Come One
completely sees and knows the
various thoughts of all living
beings." However many living
beings there are, there are
equally many thoughts. How
does the Thus Come One know
about living beings' thoughts?
Strange! Doesn't that mean that
the Buddha knows everything
that living beings are up to?
That's right. The Buddha knows
everything that living beings do,
and even knows the things they
have not yet done. Just as the
Thus Come One completely sees and
knows the various thoughts of all
living beings, he also completely
sees and knows the various affairs
of all living beings. The Thus
Come One also completely sees
and knows the various actions of
all living beings. "How can the
Thus Come One know about living
beings' thoughts?" I cannot explain
the principle, but I can offer an
example from science. This

analogy is not quite correct,

but I cannot find a better one.
This wrong analogy is the only
one I can give. What is it? It is
that of radars. No matter how
many radio waves there are, the
radar will detect them. It is also
like a wireless set. As long as the
correct number is dialed, the
wireless set can re-ceive news
from all the various stations of
different countries.

The Buddha is a great
scientist. Not only does he have a
radar, but his radar is invisible. It
has no physical form, and comes
into being spontaneously. Every
living being's nature has the
Buddha nature, and the Buddha's
radar detects the Buddha nature.
You shouldn't be under the
impression that this is a physical
radar, because it is without shape
or form. Nevertheless, the Buddha
can read this radar. That's why he is
said to be a great scientist. The
Buddha's radar is just his wisdom
eye.

BAAITAGRA? AEATIRE ? HEATIRYL?

WEARY HE -

Why can't we demolish our ignorance,

eliminate our afflictions, and reveal our wisdom?

Because we crave food and sex.

—F N A B

by Venerable Master Hua
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Stories of the Venerable Master Hua (2)
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‘ » hen I was little, I loved

to eat good food. If someone had
something good to eat but didn't
share it with me--it didn't matter
whether it was at home or outside--
I would fight for my share. I
was greedy; [ sought for
things; I selfishly thought only of
benefiting myself. This continued

until I turned twelve.

One day, I suddenly
realized how incredibly naughty
and unruly I was. It seemed
pointless to be like that--so wild
and rebellious. I felt sorry for
being so unfilial to my parents. |
also felt sorry for behaving so badly
towards my friends and relatives. |
felt great shame and remorse. At
the age of twelve, I knew that
everything I had done in the
past was wrong, but that I could
make a fresh start. And so I
turned over a new leaf. I changed
my faults and turned towards
goodness, and resolved to refrain
from all evil and practice all good
deeds. I did not know anything

about the
which "stop evil and prevent

Buddhist precepts,
mistakes." Nevertheless, what 1
was doing was in accord with the
precepts.

I intuitively knew that if |
wanted to cultivate, I had to do
many meritorious deeds to foster
blessings and virtue. Otherwise,
it would be easy to become
possessed by a demon. If I
wanted to become a better person,
I had to start by being filial to my
parents. Without anyone telling
me to do this, I wanted to repay
my parents' kindness. I made up
my mind to confess my faults in
front of my parents. I decided to bow
to them to seek their forgiveness.

The first time 1 bowed to
my parents, they were shocked.
"What are you doing?"' they demanded.
"It isn't New Year's or some special
holiday. Why are you bowing to
us?" "Father and Mother," I said,
"you have raised me for twelve
years. I have been most unfilial
and I have given you much trouble
and worry. In all these years, I
have never listened to you, but
have stubbornly followed my
own will. I have not been a good
son. From today onwards I will
change my stubbornness and my
bad habits. I will be filial to you
from now on." My parents wept
as they listened. "Please don't cry.
I will bow to you in repentance
every day, and I will not be so
rebellious." "You don't have to
bow," said my father. "It will
be enough just to listen to us
and do what you are told.
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If you keep bowing to us,
we will feel embarrassed." Even
though they asked me not to bow,
I was still so obstinate that no
one could stop me from doing
what I wanted to do. And so
from that time on I bowed to my
father and mother every day.
After bowing to my parents for
a while, it occurred to me that
besides my parents, there were
others in the world who were
good to me. There are five main
sources of kindness we should
repay, namely: heaven, earth, the
national leader, our parents, and
our teachers. Living in this
world, I am sheltered by the
heavens and supported by the
earth. To repay their kindness, I
made three bows to heaven and
three to earth.

I also made three bows to
the national leader to repay his
kindness. In monarchic times
the Chinese people considered
themselves indebted to the emperor,
and this idea carried into the era of
the Republic. Since I was neither
attending school nor cultivating
the Way, I had no teacher. Yet I
knew that if I wanted to leave
home, I would need a teacher. If
I went to school, I would also
need a teacher. Therefore, with
the utmost sincerity and respect,
I bowed to my teacher in advance.
I certainly didn't want to be
unfilial to my teacher.

At that time I didn't really
know about heavenly lords,
earthly rulers, or human leaders.
But 1 had heard people talk
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about heaven, earth, the national
leader, parents, and teachers be-
ing the five sources of kindness,
so I bowed three times to heaven,
three times to earth, three times
to the national leader, three times
to my father, three times to my
mother, and three times to my
teacher.

Can you imagine a person
bowing to his teacher even before
he has met him? And so after I left
the home-life, I never lost my temper
at those who were elder to me.
Whether they were right or not,
whether they were good to me or
not, [ never got mad at them. Yet
now I must undergo this retribution:
my disciples get mad at me all
day long. It's gotten to the point
that I have to bow to my disciples.
Since I've already opened the door,
in the future I will bow to any
disciple who gets angry at me.
There's no other way. I can't use
force to oppress people. Since I
lack virtue, I can only use this
method of someone who has no
abilities.

After an interval, I still
felt 1 wasn't doing enough, so I
started bowing to the sages of the
past and present. Having heard
that sages are wise from birth
and that they benefit people, I
thought I should thank them.
And so I bowed to the great
sages and worthies. Then I
reflected that I should also
bow to virtuous people, in order
to thank them for doing good
deeds and rescuing people.

Later I also added to my

list loyal ministers, filial children,
great people, wise scholars, brave
heroes, and faithful husbands and
wives. I bowed to Lord Guan Yu,
to General Yue Fei, and to just
about every renowned figure in
history. In general, I bowed to all
the good people in the world.
They could influence me to avoid
doing any evil and to practice all
good deeds, and to be an upright
and good person with a clear
conscience. That's why I wanted
to bow to them in gratitude.

In this way, | increased
the number of bows. Later on, I
also bowed to the most evil people
as well. Whatever I do, I like to do
it on a grand scale. I bowed to bad
people, hoping they would mend
their ways and become good,
bring forth the resolve for Bodhi,
and attain the Buddha Way. I
had been bowing to the great
sages and worthies, great virtu-
ous ones, great filial sons and
daughters, and great heroes, but
then I thought, "What about the
big evil-doers, the big bad guys,
and the big outcasts? What about
them?" And so I began bowing
to them as well. Other people
bow to the great Buddhas and
great Bodhisattvas, but I very
foolishly thought of the big evil-doers
and the bad guys. These people
are very pitiful, because the
longer they turn in the six
paths of rebirth, the farther
they get from the Buddha Way.
So I wished to transfer merit to
them, hoping they would reform
and renew themselves and become

9




good.

Later, I thought I should
also show respect to ordinary
people of all nationalities, because
in the past I might have mistreated
them in some way. As a result |
began bowing to all of the living
beings in the world, including
ants and mosquitoes. Why did I
bow to them? I figured that [ have
also been an ant, a mosquito, and
other kinds of creatures in the past.
Now that I am a human being, I
can't forget about my old friends.
When 1 bowed to them, I
thought: "I am paying respect to
you, because I used to be an ant
and a mosquito myself." I identified
with the smallest beings and felt that
I ought to guide them to quickly
accomplish Buddhahood. Those
were the reasons I bowed.

I kept increasing my bows
until I was making 833 bows
each time, which took me two
and a half hours. I bowed outside
the house in the open air. Every
morning before the others got up,
I would go outside and bow my
"superstitious" bows. At night
after everyone had gone to sleep,
I again went outside to bow. I
had no real reason for bowing
like this; I simply didn't want
people to know.

Think it over: if I wasn't
foolish, why would I bow so
many bows every day, rain or
shine? No one had told me to bow
these superstitious, senseless
bows. Wind, rain, thunder, and
snow couldn't stop me. I bowed
regardless of the weather. I didn't

care if the rain drenched me.
When it snowed, I continued
bowing, putting my bare hands
on the snow-covered ground.
Why did I do this? It was to
show my sincerity. I was sincere
to the point of foolishness.

For more than ten years, |
bowed two hours in the morning
and two hours in the evening,
hundred and
thirty-some bows twice a day. I

making eight
was bowing four hours a day. I
wanted to decrease the bowing
time and do some other things,
so I condensed the eight hundred
thirty-some bows to five bows.
The first bow is to the
eternally dwelling Buddhas,
Dharma, and Sangha pervading
empty space and the Dharma
Realm in the ten directions and
the three periods of time. The
second and third bows are also to
the Triple Jewel of the Buddhas,
the Dharma and the Sangha.
Whom do I bow to on the
fourth bow? I bow to the great
sages, great worthies, great filial
sons and daughters, great virtuous
ones, great heroes, and great
scholars, and all other beings in
the past, present, and future
throughout empty space and the
Dharma Realm, including great
evil-doers and great bad guys.
This includes my good friends
the mosquitoes and my good
friends the ants. I also bow to
them. Who knows how many
mosquitoes and ants [ killed
throughout countless eons in the
past? Now I feel truly sorry toward
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them and toward all living beings,
for I do not know how many of
them I have killed in past lives.
Now I feel I should bow to them
to compensate for my offenses. I
hope they will not bear a grudge
against me.

I often joke with people
and say, "You are bowing to me
now, but actually I've bowed to
each of you in the past. You may
not know it consciously, but perhaps
in your heart you know. Therefore,
you are simply returning my
bows! That's why I can neither
accept nor refuse your bows."
That's the fourth bow.

On the fifth bow, I bow to
the Pratimoksha, the precepts,
spoken by the Buddhas of the
past, present, and future throughout
the ten directions of the Dharma
Realm. The Buddha's precepts
guide me on the path to Buddhahood.
The kindness and benefit of the
precepts is infinite and boundless.

This is how I always bow.
I don't think there is anyone in
the world as stupid as I am.
Everyone is smarter than [ am,
and they don't think much of my
way of thinking and acting. They
think I am very pitiful. Not only
laypeople, but even left-home
people look down on me and
boycott me. If you have faith in
me, you should realize that you
are taking a big loss. On the
other hand, it might not be a loss,
because by learning to be kind
and humble, you can create
affinities with everyone, and
that's a positive thing.
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Sl lﬁiﬁéﬁ Buddhist Events in May, 2018

5/6 /2018

Ppig KA{ (8:15AM~ afternoon )
Earth Store Recitation Dharma Assembly

5/13 /2018 ﬁ[jﬁﬁ’ 7 (8:15AM~ afternoon )

A ! Dharma Assembly of Gwan Yin

(Sunday)

5/27 /2018 %’%’Hﬂﬁrﬁ (8:00AM~8:50AM )
The Shurangama Mantra Recitation

5/27 /2018 RBEE . (9:00AM~10:50AM )
Lecture on the Shurangama Sutra

R I 5/19.22 /2018 @ﬁﬂ%ﬂaﬁ PR (?",,@Jgﬁ) 8:3OA.M~ 10:00AM
(Sat.& Tue.) Celebration of Shakyamuni Buddha’s Birthday
Z [ pm *?ffé’%ﬁi’?ﬁ Great Compassion Repentance

LR % P l’é”iilﬁffy’ﬁ%ﬁ Siaeti)
Celebration of Shakyamuni Buddha’s Birthday
SRR IR O SRS ETE R

GSM will arrange bus tour for same-day travel. Please sign up before May 17.

5/20
T
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- [ 717 F) Buddhist Events in June, 2018

FIH Date

= A PE i YE hﬁ Six Syllable Mantra Dharma Assembly

6/3 ¥ F18:15AM ~9:45AM

;E,_I,;\J_ MEERT A = Eﬁﬁ [EH : 10am

23th Anniversry of Venerable Master Hua’s Entering Nirvana

6/3 5! 10:00AM

BE[[|8a% 7 Dharma Assembly of Medicine Buddha Repentance 6/10 [ 18:15am~ afternoon | = ZH=)
- . : GSM

E F"[ [E3eE kS hﬁ Medicine King Bodhisattva’s Birthday 6/11 75~ 8:30AM ( )

e g iR ’F’T The Shurangama Mantra Recitation 6/24 JiF18:15AM ~10:45AM

AR L@ Great Compassion Repentance &} (Everyday)1pm

POV AR A 2 %E',ﬁ\iiﬁﬁ o

23th Anniversary of Venerable Master Hua's Entering Nirvana 6/17 FJ =0

T (CTTB)

&IV 1L R A 61 1a T -

GSM will arrange bus tour for same-day travel. Please sign up before June 14.
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Celebration of Shakyamuni Buddha’s Birthday
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42 % 535 (408) 923-7243

May 20th The City of Ten Thousand Buddhas will celebrate the Birthday of Shakyamuni Buddha's Birthday
called “Bathing the Buddha Day.” Gold Sage Monastery will arrange bus tour for same-day travel. Please

sign up before May 17. We hope everyone will attend this event..
Please contact (408) 923-7243.

B F Bk
Aﬂﬂ*—mf\ﬁ AtABR (B8] =+ =8 (BI D) F LA = o @il B
P& BATIBMR IR BRI S
May 19 & 22 on 8:30 am at Gold Sage Monastery there will be a celebration event for Shakyamuni Buddha’s
Birthday. We welcome everyone to attend.
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