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Anyone who avoids eating meat

is helping the world become free of war.

—'8@ 2 XA %3/ Bythe Venerable Master Hua
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No fighting, no greed, no seeking, no selfishness, no pursuing personal advantage, and no lying.
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Guanshiyin Bodhisattva Manifests Appropriate Forms
to Teach Beings Everywhere
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Lecture by Venerable Master Hua
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Guanshiyin Bodhisattva

holds a very important position
in Buddhism. Some people say
Guanshiyin Bodhisattva is Chinese,
while others say he is another
nationality. Some people say
this Bodhisattva is a man, while
others say the Bodhisattva is a
woman. Now [ will tell all of
you: Guanshiyin Bodhisattva is
neither Chinese nor any other
nationality. Where is he from
then? He can be found everywhere
throughout space and the Dharma
Realm, and yet there is no place
where he is. He manifests in
response to different kinds of
beings, appearing in whatever
form is most appropriate to
speak Dharma for living beings.
Therefore, his appearance is not
fixed.

Guanshiyin Bodhisattva
appears in the body of a Buddha

to cross over all the living beings

who are meant to become
Buddhas. He also appears in the
body of a Bodhisattva in order to
cross over all the living beings
who are meant to become
Bodhisattvas. He also manifests
the body of a heavenly king to
cross over all living beings. In
general, Guanshiyin Bodhisattva
appears in whatever form a living
being needs to see in order to be
crossed over, and comes to speak
Dharma for that kind of living
being.

In Buddhism, Guanshiyin
Bodhisattva goes everywhere to
teach and transform living beings.
He wants to cross over all living
beings and cause them to bring
forth the resolve for Bodhi. He
first contemplates to see what a
living being likes and then caters
to his likings. When he caters to

that person's likings, the person

feels happy and is glad to listen
to whatever Dharma he speaks.
Thus he
over that living being. So I said

successfully crosses

Guanshiyin Bodhisattva is not
necessarily male or female; he is
both male and female, but that's
just his transformation. In his
fundamental identity, Guanshiyin
Bodhisattva is thus and unmoving,
just like the Buddhas. What is
more, Guanshiyin Bodhisattva
became a Buddha a long time
ago by the name of Light of
Proper Dharma Tathagata. Now he
is manifesting as a Bodhisattva to
come teach and transform living
beings.

He appears as a Bodhisattva
in Buddhism, but he also appears in
other religions as personages of
those religions. There is a
white-robed figure known in
Christianity as the Holy

Mother. Who was the Holy
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We should cultivate our inner virtue and integrity to perfection, be well-learned and activate
our wisdom. Only then can we be considered a capable person. Don't be greedy for worldly fame;
don't hanker after worldly gain. Those are sterile flowers which bloom but don't bear fruit.

This is such a crucial point, I hope everyone will take heed of it!

—'F 2 kA #3/ By the Venerable Master Hua
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Mother in fact? She was just
Guanshiyin Bodhisattva coming
to teach and transform that class
of living beings. He appeared as
a person in white robes and the
Christians all said that was the
Holy Mother, but in fact it was
Guanshiyin Bodhisattva appearing
to inspire those living beings to
bring forth resolves. Sooner and later,
they would come to understand the
Buddhadharma, and after they
understood the Buddhadharma,
they would bring forth the Bodhi
resolve. That's the inconceivable
state of Guanshiyin Bodhisattva's
inexhaustible, wonderful functioning,

Today I will briefly
explain the name of Guanshiyin
Bodhisattva, the "Bodhisattva
Who Contemplates the Sounds
of the World.”

What is contemplation?
It refers to a contemplative
wisdom, the wisdom that is
able to
sounds of the world are the

contemplate. The

state that is contemplated. The
wisdom that is able to contemplate
is used to contemplate the state that
is contemplated—all the states
within this world, all the sounds.
The sounds include sounds of
suffering, sounds of happiness,
wholesome sounds, evil sounds,
good sounds, bad sounds.
Guanshiyin Bodhisattva observes
all the various sounds of the
world. He fulfills all wishes. No
matter what living beings seek

from Guanshiyin Bodhisattva, he
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will grant their wishes for sure.
The Chinese character
shi (#) for "world" can also

refer to "period of time," as in
the three periods of time—past,
present, and future. Guanshiyin
Bodhisattva
past causes and conditions, present

contemplates the

causes and conditions, and future
causes and conditions of all living
beings. Observing the causes and
conditions in the three periods of
time for each living being,
Guanshiyin Bodhisattva employs
whatever method is suitable for
saving and teaching that being.
He uses the spiritual powers he
has accomplished through
cultivation to rescue living
beings. Thus, he is called the
One Who Contemplates the
Sounds of the World.

Pusa is an abbreviated
transliteration of the Sanskrit
word "Bodhisattva" in Chinese.
The meaning is translated thus:
"Bodhi"
and "sattva" means sentient being,

means enlightenment

so it means "one who enlightens

n

sentient beings," and also "an
enlightened one among sentient
What s

"sentient being"? It refers to any

beings." meant by

living thing endowed with
awareness, sentience, breath, and
blood. Guanshiyin Bodhisattva
used to be the same as all of us,
but because he cultivated without
fear of suffering or hardship and
became enlightened, he is an

enlightened one among sentient

living beings. Moreover, he uses
the wisdom of his enlightenment
to further enlighten all of us living
beings. Such a one is called a
Bodhisattva.
Bodhisattvas
another name: They are called beings

have

with a great resolve for the Way.
They have the greatest resolve for
the Way. Beings with a great
resolve for the Way are Bodhisattvas.
Guanshiyin Bodhisattva is such
a being.

Before they become
Buddhas, Bodhisattvas are called
living beings, but they are
enlightened living beings, not
confused ones. When confused
beings encounter any kind of
state, they cling to it and fail to
awaken. No matter what
situation they come across,
they cannot see it for what it
is and let go of it. Guanshiyin
Bodhisattva is able to see
through and let go of all matters.
Since he is not attached to anything,
he is enlightened. Not only is
he himself enlightened, he can
also enlighten all other
unenlightened beings. Therefore, he
is called Guanshiyin Bodhisattva.
That's a general explanation of the
Bodhisattva Who Contemplates

the Sounds of the World.
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Be A Good Driver

IR

A talk given by Venerable Master Hua in May 1983 Lecture
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Due to the influence of the

six sense faculties—eyes, ears,
nose, tongue, body and mind—
people are reborn in the hells or
become hungry ghosts or animals.
It's also due to the functioning of
the six senses that people become
asuras or are reborn in the heavens
or as humans.

It is also because of
the functioning of the six sense
faculties that we can become
Arhats, Pratyekabuddhas,
Bodhisattvas, or Buddhas. Why
are the six sense faculties so
powerful that they even influence
whether we are reborn in the
heavens or fall into the hells?
Do they determine whether
people become Buddhas or
ghosts?

Actually, the six sense
faculties aren't in control; it's just
that we don't know how to use
them. The master is within
everyone's own nature, the bright
nature of enlightenment. This master
is also known as the inherent
Buddha-nature. When it is in
charge, proper thoughts manifest,
and one is free and at ease, not
obstructed by anything. But
once this nature is covered up
by even a single thought of ignorance,
a dull darkness is erroneously stirred
up; the six sense faculties then
become the masters and take
control. As a result, we are
plundered by the six thieves—
the eyes, ears, nose, tongue,

8

body and mind. They rob our
house and steal all our precious
treasures. So it is said,

When not a single thought arises,
The entire substance manifests.
When the six sense faculties suddenly
move,

There is a covering of clouds.

Because of this, people
who are supposed to advance
along the Buddha path go down
the ghostly path instead. This is
like a driver who should be driving his
car along the highway, but instead
drives it into the ocean, both drowning
himself and sinking the car. It's
also like somebody who aims
high without doing the fundamental
work, or someone who climbs
a mountain and falls off a cliff,
getting smashed to bits. When a
person is not familiar with the
road conditions and doesn't
know how to drive, he's prone to
accidents. The six sense faculties
of our bodies can be compared to
cars. If we know how to drive,
we can reach our destination
safely; if we don't, we risk losing
our lives in an accident.

Our inherent nature,
which is clear, perfect, and
wonderfully bright, pervades
the ten directions and permeates
heaven and earth. It is omnipotent,
capable of doing anything. However,
as in the analogy about driving, even
though we may know how to drive,
once we go into the womb and

enter this “stinking skin bag,” we
become muddled. After this we
can't even distinguish between
east, south, west, north, above, or
below, and run around aimlessly.
Original-ly we wanted to become
Buddhas, but if we are the least
bit careless, we may end up being
reborn as horses, cows, or sheep.

Buddhists are
most pitiful. They single-mindedly

Some

want to leave the three evil paths,
but because they don't know how
to drive the car of the six sense
faculties, they are controlled by
them instead, and so they let the
demon king get a hold of them.
Trapped in this illusory body of
the five skandhas and incapable
of freeing themselves, these
people suffer unbearable pain.
Their
been buried, and the bright light
of wisdom cannot manifest.

inherent natures have

The myriad things
are speaking dharmas. If you
understand, they are speaking
the Buddhadharma, the
transcendental Dharma; if you do
not understand, then they are
speaking worldly dharma, defiling
dharma. In this way everything is
contained within a single thought
of your mind. When you have
wisdom, you'll be able to readily
solve any kind of problem; when
you don't have wisdom, there are
obstacles everywhere.

Our body depends on
food to survive. However, this
kind of food is coarse. In addition,

WSS & 27588 2019 F 038



we also rely on the Buddha-nature
and the bright light of wisdom
to survive. Just as a car needs
gasoline to run, people need
food and drink to generate
energy in order to move. But
some cultivators can survive
without food or drink. How do
they do this? They eat the bright
light of wisdom—that is their
nourishment.

On a coarse level, our
body needs food and drink; on a
finer level, our souls need the
spiritual nourishment of the
Buddha's nature.
day, when we work, walk, stand,

During the

sit, and recline, we exhaust a lot of
our energy, use a lot of gasoline.
At night when we rest, our pores
open up and come into contact
with the Buddha light. The bright
light of wisdom from the
Buddha's
enters our pores, replenishing the

radiant treasury
energy we lost during the day. After
we get enough rest at night, our

energy returns to its normal

level the next day.

Hearing this principle,
some people become greedy and
think, “Oh, so the Buddha shines
his light on me while I sleep.
Then if 1 sleep more, will I be
wiser?”’In reality, we all need a
certain amount of sleep. However,
if we sleep too much, our brains
will become muddled and dull,
and our wisdom will be diminished.
It's said, “The longer the night, the
more you dream.” Dreaming also
wastes energy. Sleeping too
much gives you headaches. So in
all things we must know where
to stop, and not go to extremes.

Ordinary people don't
understand this principle. They
think people can survive on just
food and drink. But skilled
cultivators concentrate on food for
the soul. They enjoy sitting in
Chan meditation and developing
samadhi. By being in touch with
the Buddha's wisdom-light, they
replenish their energy and

increase their wisdom power.

But you can't be greedy for
meditation, either, or get attached to
it. Too much meditation will give
you Chan sickness.

We students of Buddhism
should not run east and west, seeking
outside for some secret dharma,
looking for shortcuts, being greedy
for bargains, wanting to get
enlightened quickly. This will
only waste the limited gasoline we
have, exhaust us, and diminish our
wisdom, and we'd gain nothing.
This is the problem with not
understanding the principles of
fundamental Buddha-dharma and
seeking outside for dharmas.

What I said today is
not a myth. It can be called a
Even the

most advanced scientists have

spiritual principle.
not discovered this principle, let
alone understood it. They can't
even dream of this wonderful
doctrine. Basically it's a very
ordinary principle, but everyone
has overlooked it.
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It makes no difference whether you are practicing meditation or practicing mindfulness of
the Buddha, as long as you diligently death. At the end of your life, your body will experience
no pain, and your mind will have no desire or longing. As if you have entered samadhi, you
will pass away with a smile on your face.

ik 3%/ By the Venerable Master Hua
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By the Venerable Master Hua
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The first step in benefiting others is not to
obstruct others. To benefit ourselves at the
expense of others, thus bringing harm and af-
fliction to others, is not a proper thing to do.

All dharmas (phenomena) have no intrinsic
substance, nothing to depend on. They arise
expediently through a false process of combination.

T he Vajra Sutra says, "One should produce
the mind which dwells nowhere." If there is a
place, there is still dwelling. Dwelling nowhere
means thinking of neither good nor evil. This
is where we should focus our effort. If we
pay attention to the place, thinking of it as
good or bad, these are all attachments. We
practice in order to be free from attachments.
We want to get rid of all attachments and forget
even our bodies. Without a body, how could
we still have attachments?

If we earnestly cultivate, we will
spontaneously understand all principles. The
zero is essential. If we work on it and
investigate it, we will certainly find a way.
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GoOLD SAGE MONASTERY ANNOUNCEMENT OF DHARMA ASSEMBLIES

= K| f}}iﬁﬁﬁ Buddhist Events in March , 2019

T~

3/1~3

ey ’%—Eﬁ 7 (weekday lpm Sat & Sun. 8:15am~ afternoon )
Avatamsaka Sutra Recitation

L F
(Sunday)

3/10

A A f’%iikﬁﬁ (8:15AM~4:00PM )
Dharma Assembly of Buddha Recitation

3/17,31

PEIE & (8:00AM~8:50AM )
The Shurangama Mantra Recitation

PRS2 (9:00AM~10:50AM )
Lecture on the Shurangama Sutra

3/25

@Ejﬁl BTG (8:30AM~ 10aM)
Celebration of Gwan Yin Bodhisattva’s Birthday

=11 pm

*?f[%ﬁikﬁ Great Compassion Repentance

S R

4 % %,

Celebration of Gwan Yin Bochisattva’s Birthday
BEFHEH S THIEFRANES - FR3A210HRE -

Gold Sage Monastery will arrange bus tour for same-day travel.

3/243# 8

(CTTB)

PUE| lﬁiﬁﬁl Buddhist Events in April 2019 FIH] Date i %!T

AP hﬁ Dharma Assembly of Buddha Recitation 4/7 ! 8:15AM~4:00PM

Edoahibes ’ff The Shurangama Mantra Recitation 4/14,28 i} 18AM~8:50AM

B RS RE % Lecture on the Shurangama Sutra 4/14,28 S 1 9AM~ 10:50aM | & f:r'F';fJ
(GSM)

o o ACpE ﬁﬂiiﬁﬁ Six Syllable Mantra Dharma Assembly 4/21 ¥ 1 8:15AM~ 10:50AM

{?f[;%‘diﬁﬁ Great Compassion Repentance ZJF! (Everyday ) 1 pm
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What is the Bodhi resolve? I have a very simple analogy: Before we bring forth the Bodhi resolve, we
are like flour before yeast is added. Bringing forth the Bodhi resolve is like adding yeast to the dough,
so that it will rise and expand over time. What is the Bodhi resolve like? It is without any form or mark;
it is only the enlightened Way. To be enlightened means to understand; to understand the principles of
the Way. Yet we should not stop at understanding the principles; we must also cultivate the Way.

The Bodhi resolve can also be compared to a pagoda: no matter how tall a pagoda you plan to build,
you have to start from the ground. The ground is analogous to our "mind ground." Just as we have to
build a pagoda story by story from the ground up, the Bodhi resolve is similarly built up from the mind
ground. Starting very small, it gradually grows greater and higher. And eventually, when we perfect our
merit and virtue, we will become Buddhas. This is only a very simple and rough analogy.
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