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When the light of your wisdom appears, just that is the
Buddha’s light shining everywhere.
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No fighting, no greed, no seeking, no selfishness, no pursuing personal advantage, and no lying.
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Penetrate Every Dharma: Recite the Name of Guanyin Bodhisattva
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Atalk given By Venerable Master Hua on March 15, 1976
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From beginningless eons in
the past, we have died and been
reborn, over and over, passing
through hundreds of thousands of
myriads of eons. During all this
time, we've never encountered a
Guanyin Bodhisattva Dharma
Session, so our bad habits and
faults have not decreased by the
slightest bit. In fact, our ignorance
and afflictions have increased day
by day. Now that we've encountered a
Guanyin Bodhisattva Dharma
Session, we might say that the
roots of goodness we've planted

throughout measureless eons in

the past have matured, enabling
us to join this wonderful and
inconceivable Dharma session.

lacked
roots of goodness, who has no

Someone who these
virtuous practices, would never
have the chance to attend a
Guanyin Recitation  Session.
Since this is the case, we must
cherish every minute of these
seven days. Don't indulge in idle
thinking, or let the time pass in
vain. If all you do is indulge in
idle thinking, then even though
you may take part in this Dharma
session, it's just as if you hadn't
come at all, because you won't
gain any advantages whatsoever.

Although this

session began only two days ago,

Dharma

I know that some people have
already seen the Bodhisattva, and
other people have seen lights. A
variety of inconceivable states
have occurred. Some people are
on the verge of opening their
five spiritual eyes. People who
haven't gained any advantages
should feel
Don't assume that just because

deeply ashamed.

you haven't experienced any
benefits, the same goes for
everyone else. That's not the
case.

Gold Mountain Monastery,
you might say, is a gold refinery.
Whoever wants to cultivate should
not leave Gold Mountain Monastery.
If you want to find another
Way-place in which to cultivate, it

may not be so easy. Cultivators at

RN =]
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Gold Mountain Monastery have a
"mind" for the Path. Even though
they are in an environment where
conditions are extremely difficult,
they still want to cultivate hard.

There are as many as
eighty-four thousand Dharma-
doors for cultivating the Path.
You should be familiar with each
one of these Dharma-doors. It
shouldn't be the case that you
only know a single method of
cultivation. If you know something
about the cultivation of each
Dharma-door, then over time
you'll understand all the myriad
Dharma-doors.

But if you only understand
one Dharma-door of cultivation,
then it won't be easy for you to
state of the
which is as

experience the
Buddhadharma,
deep as the sea. You'll be like a
foolish person who peers at the
sky through a tube and assumes
the sky is no bigger than the little
circle of light he sees at the end
of his tube. If he doesn't use his
bamboo tube, then he can see
how wvast the sky really is. So we
who cultivate the Buddhadharma
should not know how to practice
only one method, we should
penetrate every Dharma and
understand every kind of practice.
Now we're reciting the
name of Guanyin Bodhisattva,
which is a part of the Buddhadharma.
If youve never cultivated this
method before, then you should try
it! Don't stubbornly refuse to try it.
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People who fully participate in
this Dharma session to its end
will surely get benefits for both body
and mind. Under no circumstances
should you pass up this opportunity
which is right before you!

Bodhisattvas cultivate the
six perfections (paramitas) and
the myriad practices. The six
perfections are:

(1) Giving: This means that we
should give to other people, not
that other people should give to
us.

(2) Patience: During this Guanyin
Recitation Session, we'll see
whether or not you can be patient.
A patient person will successfully
complete this session, while an
impatient person will indulge in
idle thoughts all day long. He
might think, "I'll wait awhile, and
then go to a restaurant and have a
big feast." Or maybe he'll think,
"What's the use of my being here,
reciting Guanyin Bodhisattva's
name? It's a lot of nonsense. I'm
leaving right away!" These are
the thoughts of an impatient
person. An impatient person
cannot cultivate the Way. It
doesn't really matter whether
you sit in meditation or recite
the Buddha's name or Guanyin
Bodhisattva's name. These are
really the same Dharma-door;
there's basically no difference
between them. No matter which
Dharma-door you cultivate, you
need to have patience before you
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can succeed. If you have no patience,
then you'll never cultivate any
Dharma-door successfully. A
person who has no patience
always feels that everything
is wrong and bad. Nothing
ever suits him. If this describes
you, then what method could you
hope to cultivate? There is no
mark of self within the Way, and
no ego to attach to. One who is
attached will never be able to
cultivate the Way. Someone may
say, "I want to meditate!" Well,
if you want to meditate, then
even more do you need patience.
(3) Holding precepts: This means
"Do no evil and respectfully
practice all good deeds."

(4) Vigor: This means not being
lazy.

(5) Chan samadhi, or concentration:
We are now reciting Guanshiyin
Bodhisattva's name and seeking
Guanshiyin Bodhisattva's help so
that we can obtain Chan samadhi.
(6) Wisdom: Once we have Chan
samadhi, we can bring forth
wisdom. These six perfections
are interrelated.

Someone says, "I'd like to
specialize in Chan samadhi."
Well then, I'll tell you how to
cultivate Chan samadhi: once
you enter the Chan hall, you may
never under any circumstances set
foot outside it again. Someone
asks, "But what if I get sick?
What will I do then?" If you get

sick, then you are simply sick.

Even if you are sick, you still
must meditate. And if you die,
what'll you do then? Even if you
die, we won't carry you out of the
meditation hall. When a Chan
cultivator dies, his corpse is
placed under an empty seat. Even
though it stinks, it isn't carried out
of the hall. Our rules say that
even when somebody dies, he is
not allowed to leave.You say,
"Isn't that just like being in jail?"
I ask you, "Do you really think
you're not in jail right now?"
Every person is locked in his own
jail, only he's not aware of it.
When your self-nature wants to
leave, it cannot go freely. When it
wants to return, it cannot return.
If it goes out, it cannot come
back; when it comes back, it
cannot leave again. Is this what
you call freedom? Every person's
body is a jail, but you don't
understand this.

Therefore, during our
Chan session, once you enter the
Chan hall, you stay. You're not
allowed to go out of the door
whenever you want. Anyone who
wants to leave will be hit on the
head, shoulders, and back by the
proctor's stick. This is during a
Chan Meditation Session. When
we hold a Guanyin Recitation
Session, it's also the same way:
no one is allowed to leave the
hall. Anyone who leaves is in line
for a beating, because who told
you to come in the first place?
You say, "I saw the announcement;




that's what brought me here." Well,
the announcement didn't say that
youre free to leave after you
come. Actually, you may leave,
but only on the condition that
you pay everyone's food bill for
the entire session. Otherwise,
you can't go. Why not? Because
as soon as you go, other people
will watch you leave and they'll
want to go, too. Once you leave,
another person will leave, and
then everybody will go. That's
called "destroying the Way-place."
So in order to avoid creating the
offense of destroying the
Way-place, you should pay
for everyone's food. If you
can't afford it, then the best
thing would be for you not to
go!

All the people who've come
to Gold Mountain Monastery for this
session have deep affinities
with one another. If you didn't
these
wouldn't have entered the door

share affinities, you
of Gold Mountain Monastery.
Since we have these ties, why
don't we become friends within
this Guanyin Dharma Session?
Let's all join hands and go
forward together. Where are
we going? We're going wherever
each of us wants to go. Each one of
us should help the others out. Why
am [ saying this? Because I don't
want you to go down the wrong
path.

R

Cherish What You Have
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Young friends! This is your golden age. It is also the spring of your life. In the springtime, everything
flourishes and is full of energy. However, we should accord with our body's natural physical development
as we grow up. We should choose our food and drink with care. We shouldn't talk recklessly, consume
alcoholic drinks, or take drugs. We should not carelessly look at, listen to, taste, smell, touch, or think
about improper things, for that would hurt our body and spirit.
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T he flavor of the Buddhadharma
is bitter, then sweet. Frequently, the
process of cultivation goes through
suffering first and then happiness.
Why do I say that? Think about
the things that we usually regard
as suffering or as happiness.
For example, if you had to
work during the New Year while
everyone was on vacation, you
might regard this as suffering
and be very unhappy. Frankly, in
Buddhist terms, this is called
“having false thoughts.” If it
wasn’t the New Year, or if
everyone had to work as well,
would you still regard going
to work as suffering? Or, if
you had set certain goals for
work which you might be able to
meet by working harder, such as
getting promoted, you would not
regard working during holidays as
suffering, would you?

Why do we suffer?
Perhaps we see that other people
have big houses while our own
houses are shabby, or other people
have happy families and while our
own family members are
constantly arguing. All of
these make us feel bad.
Where does
from? Have you ever thought
about that? Now that we have
learned the Buddhadharma, we
understand that a cause will

suffering come

definitely yield a result. Therefore,
whatever I encounter in the present
is a product of what I have created
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in the past. If I plant oranges, |
am only going to get oranges.
If I was expecting to get apples
instead, then the outcome
would make me miserable.

Consequently, in life,
we should regard whatever we
possess at the moment as the
best. There are two sides to every
coin. For example, if you are not
the prettiest person on the block,
you can think: I may not be the
most beautiful or have the most
adorned physical appearance, but
I’m happy the way I am. Since
no one will try to court me, and I
will have less afflictions. Once
you think about it this way, you
will no longer feel that you are
not beautiful or that you do not
have anything. It will cease to
make you suffer. When you are
not suffering, you don’t have to
make a particular effort to search
for happiness, because lack of
suffering is happiness.

We should cherish what
we have and use what we have to
create our own future. Do what
you are capable of to the best of
your ability; do good deeds and
plant wholesome causes. If you
have a beautiful smile, you can
show it to others, so that they
will be happy upon seeing it. By
doing so, you can plant seeds of
happiness which will ripen in the
future.

Living the life of cultivators,
we get up very early and sleep late.
The early mornings can be very

cold, and it can feel like suffering
in general, but by living in this
way, we are planting seeds for
attaining liberation in the future.
If you look at it from this point
of view, then you will no longer
be restricted by your surrounding
environment. After you get used
to the cold, it will no longer
affect you. For the same token,
when we are not as dependent on
the material world, it will have
Nno POWEr OVer us.

Recently I heard a story
about a former homeless person.
He wanted to change his life for
the better, so he quit smoking,
drinking alcohol, and using
drugs, and was able to get a job
driving trucks. However, his job
was very demanding, as he had
to work seventy hours a week.
One time, he came to CTTB to
participate in a session, but he
only had enough money to stay
for one week. Before he left, he
complained that his boss abused
him and made him work seventy
hours a week. He wanted to
if he did, he
wouldn’t have anything and would

resign, but

have to go back to living on the
streets. Someone asked, “Haven’t
you saved any money over the
past five years that you have
been working? At this point, it’s
not the question of whether your
boss overworks you, but the
fact that you don’t know how
to manage your money. If you

are working seventy hours a
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week it should be quite possible
to save up money. You say that
your boss is giving you a hard
time, but who is it that is giving
you a hard time, really?”

This is what I mean by
not knowing how to put one’s
possessions and conditions to
good use. If you know how to use
what you have to your advantage,
you are a most wealthy person,
because the value of your wealth
is unrelated to the amount of
money you have or the size of
your house, but instead depends
with how you use what you have.
The Venerable Master once said:
“Increase the things over here,
and the things on that side will
decrease; decrease the things over
here, and the things on that side
will increase.”

If we can always be
mindful of the Buddhadharma
and stop comparing ourselves
with others, then we will be
happy, and being at peace is a
blessing. Plan your life and put
whatever you have to good use,
and you will be able to live an easy
life and create your own future at
the same time.

In the New Year, I hope
that all of you will be able to

level up in your cultivation and
work harder than before. For
instance, if you used to recite
the Buddha’s name two thousand
or three thousand times a day, you
could increase that number so that
you are always living in the
sound of the Buddha’s name.
When you live in the sound of
the Buddha’s name, you will not
have as many scattered thoughts.
Your mind will become more
pure and have less afflictions.
Our afflictions are a kind of false
thought that is out of touch with
reality, because we have afflictions
when we are unwilling to face
reality. If we are able to face
reality in our lives and ask ourselves
where we should be and what we
should be doing, then we will not
have too many afflictions. The
reason we have a lot of afflictions
is because we tend to forget where
we are standing and mistake the
position of others for our own.

I hope that all of you will
try to learn from anything and
anyone, regardless of where you
are or what you are doing. Even
if someone is doing something
wrong, you can still learn from
them by remembering not to make
the same mistake. However, even

when you are observing someone
else’ mistakes, your mind should
be at peace, and you should not
get angry. We should try not to
get angry; the Venerable Master
said that getting angry is one of
the worst things you can do.
Even if someone is doing
something wrong, you should
try to communicate with them
and not get angry.

Since we are human, we
tend to observe the world from
our own point of view, but now
that we are Ilearning the
Buddhadharma, we should realize
that this ego of ours is actually
very tiny. We should let it grow in
capacity so that we will be more
accepting of others and not always
insist on adhering to our own
viewpoints. If we can take our
surroundings into account and
ask ourselves what we should do
or say to make matters better,
then we will be able to do things
in a more well-rounded way, and
it will be easier for us to succeed
in our cultivation.

I hope all of you will be
able to increase your merit and
wisdom, and attain Buddhahood

soon. Amitabha!
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PUE] IJNF [FI*J Buddhist Events in April, 2015
4/12,26 (8:00aM ~8:50aM ) | 15 B HE fff,l The Shurangama Mantra Recitation
4/12.26 %%;n%ﬁf (9:00AM ~10:50AM )
{Fj[E | ’ Lecture on the Shurangama Sutra
Sunday 4719 S EH S 6 (8:15AM ~4:00PM )
Dharma Assembly of Buddha Recitation
Y 4/ 4 ﬁ<FJFJ%8 (2:00PM ~4:30 PM )
Saturday Elders’ Dharma Study Group
b 4/7 B eSO T (8:30AM ~10:00aM )
Tuesday Shakyamuni Buddha’s Leaving Home Day
ZJF11 pm *?f[‘%ﬁiﬁﬁ Great Compassion Repentance

Fz ffﬁﬁi ’AA Celebration of Gwan Yin Bochisattva’s Birthday
;M#W&tdﬁ¥ﬁﬂM$@ HROABWRE -

Gold Sage Monastery will arrange bus tour for same-day travel.

4/5# R

% b

IR
(CTTB)

E] IJﬁF [FI*J Buddhist Events in May, 2015

[ Date

~F l {1257 Elders’ Dharma Study Group

5/2 ¥ 2:00PM~ 4:30PM

A A Tﬁ Dharma Assembly of Buddha Recitation

5/3 Y& 18:15AM ~4:00PM

#BfHE 1 The Shurangama Mantra Recitation

5/10 ¥4 F18:15AM ~10:50AM

B BSR4 Lecture on the Shurangama Sutra 5/1748F 1 9:00aM ~10:50AM | & f;[{EI:TTJ
T4 S PERGEE  ( PYAT) © JF)1[6:30AM (5/23 Saturday) [5/23 25 i+ & it (GSM)

Celebration of Shakyamuni Buddha’s Birthday 8:30AM~ 10:20AM

[} The Cherishing Youth Day 5/31 7 18:30aM ~2:00PM

A AEEE ’F’T Great Compassion Repentance 1[I (Everyday ) 1 pm

SRR P (A

Celebration of Shakyamuni Buddha’s Birthday 5/24 F'J G

S (CTTB)

£ IR PR s o SRS EL 201

GSM will arrange bus tour for same-day travel. Please sign up before May 21.
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% w % The Cherishing Youth Day

—hB=+—B=2HB/0On Sunday, May 31,2015 —

LEFHARLETHALAZ+—0 (2H0)  FLENBZ+2ETF
—5 BREFRIT—F—AMNRIEH -
ﬁ%¢&éﬁﬂ%ﬁ%ﬁ4«°4ﬂﬁ#%1‘ﬁ?%wWﬁ%@’w ib i
HER S upjfiﬁlﬁ} 9 o El{f*]fF ﬂ&mu@fﬁw‘ , gj,gwj%@ﬁ&a;ﬂ (A -

lﬁlﬁ& " IRV %Jﬂ% M“ Vo B

Gold Sage Monastery and Gold Mountain Monastery will hold the Cherishing
Youth Day on May 31, 2015 from 8:30 am to 2 pm at Gold Sage Monastery.

We welcome all children to come this festive occasion. There will be performances, fun games,
and great prizes! There will be different stands with FREE food! This is a free festival for
everyone to enjoy!

We hope everyone will come. Please invite your friends Come and join us!
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