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Welcome New Year by bowing to one thousand Buddhas
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Thousand Buddhas

Repentance

Feb. 12~14, 2010, 2
the Lunar New Year ¢
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No fighting, no greed, no seeking, no selﬁshness no pursuing personal advantage, and no lying.
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Living Beings Are Boundless I Vow to Save Them All
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How can we bear to let them suffer, and not find a way to bring them happiness?
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Bodhisattvas fear causes;
living beings fear effects.
It is not only living beings who
cannot escape cause and effect;
even the Buddhas and Bodhisattvas
cannot avoid them. However, because
Bodhisattvas have far-ranging vision,
they avoid creating bad causes and
only receive joyful rewards.
Living beings, on the other
hand, short-sighted.
Seeing only what's in front of

are very

them, they often plant evil causes,
and so they must often suffer the
bitter retribution.

It is said, "Plant more
peach and plum trees, and fewer
thorn bushes." By planting more
good causes, you will undoubtedly
be laying out a golden future for
yourself. But if you only see the
present, and you engage in lots of
immoral practices and plant no
good causes, you will doubtlessly
be preparing a thorny path to
travel in the future.

What is the golden future?
"Point to the distant setting sun in
the West." "To the west of here,
passing a hundred thousand
million Buddha-lands, is a land
called Ultimate Bliss."

What is the thomy future?
"Hell has no gates; you bring
suffering upon yourself." In
the Land of Ultimate Bliss, the
ground is made of gold and the
pools are filled with the seven
gems. Celestial music is carried by
the breeze and heard everywhere,
and everything goes according to
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your wishes. You can also see the
Buddha, hear the Dharma, and
quickly accomplish Buddhahood.
What about the hells? Your best
companions there are the Mountain
of Knives, the Oil Cauldron, the
Tree of Swords, and the Great
Furnace.

Living beings are absolutely
free to choose their own future. If you
wish to be bomn in the West and you
make a vow to that effect, you can
accomplish it by vigorously reciting
the names of the Buddhas and
Bodhisattvas. If you prefer the
hells, it's even easier--just do
evil deeds and you'll fall into the
hells for sure. But I can assure
you of one thing: no one would
prefer falling into the hells to being
reborn in the Land of Ultimate
Bliss. That is, unless he doesn't
believe in the hells and the
Land of Ultimate Bliss, or he
doesn't know that the hells are
misery and the Pure Land is
blissful.

If people have cut off
their good roots or have little
faith, there is no way for us to
save them. But if it's a matter of
should be
compassionate. Other religions
"The Kingdom of
Heaven is near. The Kingdom of

not knowing, we

often say,

Heaven belongs to you." We of
the Buddhist faith should also
forget our bodies for the sake of
the Dharma, and hasten to tell our
friends and relatives about the
merit and virtue of reciting the

Bodhisattva's name, and the
benefits of the Land of Ultimate
Bliss. "The Land of Ultimate
Bliss belongs to living beings." If
you constantly proclaim this
kind of principle, you are truly
a Bodhisattva with a great mind
for the Way. Those who walk the
same path as the Bodhisattvas will
have irreversible Bodhisattvas as
their companions.
Therefore, we should
recite the Bodhisattva's name
ourselves, and frequently urge
others to recite it as well. Then
we can be considered Buddhist
disciples, and we can say we
haven't forgotten the Four Vast
Vows we made when we took
refuge. It's said, "Solitary happiness
is not as good as happiness shared
with everyone." Since all living
beings have the same Buddha-
nature and are no different from
us in that respect, how can we
bear to let them suffer, and not find
a way to bring them happiness?
"Where there's a will,
there's a way." Although living
beings are hard to save, we who
are Buddhists must never forget

to save living beings.
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A Great Treasure in Your Nature (2)
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Today we heard a story of
Chan Master Zhi Gong and
Emperor Liang. I’ll tell another
story about them.

Once Emperor Liang went
hunting and found a 500 year old
meditator. This person had sat in
meditation for five hundred
years. Thinking he had hit the
jackpot, the Emperor invited him
back to the palace. Chan Master
Zhi Gong came to the palace
often. The Emperor was curious
about whose skill was better and
gave them a test. He invited the
two cultivators to take a bath. Many
maids in the nude were sent to
attend upon them. This 500
year old meditator started to
sit in meditation, closing his
eyes and remaining still. The
Chan Master was still talking in a
jovial mood, totally at -ease.
Later, the old meditator couldn’t
stand it anymore, so he pushed
the maids away and quickly ran
out. Chan Master Zhi Gong had
the real skill. This skill does not
come in one or two days. Do
not expect that by bowing in
repentance for a week, your
mind will be cleansed. How
could Chan Master Zhi Gong
remain unmoved? He simply
had no likes or dislikes. It does
not work in cultivation to insist
on a fixed way of doing things.

We cannot cheat others. This
old meditator, who had sat for five
hundred years, had not uprooted the
source of illness. I feel this is the most
difficult part in cultivation. For
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many lives and eons, lust, hatred
and delusion have been deep in
our nature. How should we dig
them up? We have to examine
ourselves in each state that
manifests: Has a dish tempted
me? Was I taken in by someone’s
words? Did I have a grand or
agonizing time because of
something? We have to apply
effort honestly to empty every
one of them. You cannot cheat
others or yourself. When you
empty them all from your mind,
it means your mind become a single
thought, a single taste, a single sound,
a single fragrance. It is one: free of
good or bad, likes or dislikes,
wanting to have or not. Everything
is okay. When everything is okay,
you attain single-mindedness in
reciting the Buddha’s name, in chan
meditation, in bowing in repentance,
and in whatever you do.

Q: What does it mean to say our
nature is not dependent
upon anything?

A: Our nature does not depend

upon sense organs or sense objects,

and it has awareness. I’ll give you
an example. You are in San Jose.

Without needing to make a call,

you can know what someone is

doing somewhere else, say your
children are in New York, or

Africa, or Taiwan or Malaysia.

They do not need to call you;

you will just know what they

are doing. There’s no need to
contemplate. As soon as you
think, “What are they doing?”
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you will know. That’s due to our
independent nature. The first time
I met with the Venerable Master,
I found that he knew everything
without needing to be informed by
others. Since I became his monastic
disciple, 1 have realized that
every one of us is transparent.
The Venerable
know what you said and what

Master would

you thought about him.

If we could realize the
empty Matrix of the Thus Come
One, wonderful existence would
come into being from this genuine
emptiness. I’ve noticed this in my
fellow sisters and the Venerable
Master, that when someone starts
paying attention to the inherent
nature and lets the nature function,
not relying on external conditions,
this cultivator is always joyous, and
the strength is inconceivable.

Q: You mentioned that there
were three characteristics of
the inherent nature in the
Shurangama Sutra. You said
the first one.

A: The second is ‘not empty’ and

the third is ‘empty and yet not

empty.’

The empty and yet not
empty is the middle way. In our
inherent nature, there is nothing
and from the nothingness there
are infinite possibilities. For
example, space is empty and yet
all phenomena may appear in it
depending on conditions. Those
phenomena are not real; however,
emptiness and forms can coexist.

Right within the form, there is
emptiness; and emptiness is not
apart from form. This is the
middle way. Everything can be
explained by the primary principle
of the Middle Way. There is no
duality, or rather, there is a balance
between the two sides. There is no
leaning to either side.
Someone was speaking
about the repentance text, which
reminds me of the text we read
this morning. We talked about
how to stop the seeking
mind. How do we do it? It’s very
clear in the sixth roll. We all have
the Buddha nature, so we should
be at ease and joyful, however,
we have many obstacles. The
title of this roll is “Untie the
bonds with your enemies.” Near
the end of the roll, it says we
have the obstacles of not seeing
the Buddha, not hearing the
Dharma, not bringing forth
the Bodhi resolve and many
other obstacles. Because of
these obstacles, our cultivation
becomes difficult. If you can read
the repentance text well, without
the obstacles, you don’t need a
good and wise friend to promote
you or bless you; you will be at
liberated,
joyful, and giving. You will have

ease, compassionate,
great fearlessness. All the spiritual
powers and many other things are
within. Personally, I like the text
we read this morning very much.
Are you all tired of sitting? |
two words for

have another

7




you. Let me remind you of this
simple practice: keep filial
compliance in your mind all the
time. In terms of Dharma, being
filial means correctly reflecting
on and contemplating all people
and matters. Contemplate that
everything arises from the Buddha
nature, that we all have the Buddha
nature, including those working and
interacting with us. No matter what
you do, you should know it’s from
the Buddha nature. Contemplate
this way for everything.

What is compliance? It
means realizing and entering all
the stages of bodhisattvas without
abandoning any. To become a
Buddha, we have to go through a
total of 55 stages: the Ten Faiths,
Ten Dwellings, Ten Practices,
Ten Transferences, Ten
Grounds, Four Wondrous and
Perfect Additional

Equal  Enlightenment and

Practices,

Wonderful Enlightenment. In
evolving from an ordinary
person to a Buddha, you have
to realize them all without any
abandonment. We ordinary people
make distinctions and talk about
likes and dislikes. I don’t want to
cultivate this; I want to cultivate that.
I am going to liberate this person but
not that one. We are unable to stop
making distinctions.

How can you be compliant?
Cultivate what you don’t like to
cultivate. When you see someone
you don’t feel like talking with
or seeing, regard him patiently

without personal opinions. It’s
hard to remember many dharmas,
so I only offer these two words to
you. In any circumstances, if you
practice filial compliance, you
will be able to pass the test. Even
if you do well, don’t be too pleased
or too wild and arrogant. Remember
to contemplate properly. Everything
goes smoothly for you because
you have done good deeds.
Contemplate this way, and you
will be able to follow what a
Buddha does, respect and praise
the future Buddhas around you;
even if they are yakshas or ferocious
people, you can still praise and
respect them. The Ten Great
Vows are not patented by Universal
Worthy Bodhisattva. They teach us to
practice in our daily life. For example,
how can you request the Buddha to
dwell in the world? Where is the
Buddha? It’s within. If there is
no Buddha within and you don’t
have a Buddha mind, how can
you ever become a Buddha?

Q: Is the consciousness apart
from our true mind?

A: How far is the consciousness

from the True Suchness? This

will be a good conclusion for my

talk.

Being deluded, we are
using the consciousness which
is a very shallow part of the
mind; we are awakened when we
realize the Buddha mind. It is not
two things. The mind contains the

myriad phenomena; the myriad

phenomena arise from the

mind. All dharmas are not
separated from the mind. Why
do you have the question: Is it
really the case that everything
comes from the mind? It’s
because you don’t recognize
your mind and are not able to use
it. When your mind is clear, free of
distinctions and clinging, your pure
mind can create everything. Say
you wish to build a certain
monastery, a certain type of
family, or a particular school,
and you want certain kinds of
people to come to cultivate with
you, or certain types of teachers
and students to come, you might
fulfill all your wishes. Of course,
when we fail to see the mind and
realize the nature, everything will
be created by our karma.

We have all kinds of dualistic
VIEWS In our consciousness; we are
constantly calculating. When we
are able to stop calculating, there is
the one Trueness, the single flavor,
the single sound I talked about
earlier. If you really understand
the Buddhadharma, you can all
become Buddhas, Bodhisattvas. There
are many spiritual penetrations
and other wondrous qualities in
your inherent nature waiting for
you to explore. Now we already
feel our life is full because we get
to eat several times a day, we feel
life is colorful. If you know that
there is a great treasure in your
nature waiting for you to discover,

how could you not be vigorous?
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‘N?e’re grateful to the

Kindness of Buddha and
Bodhisattvas, as well as Master
Hua for teaching wus to
understand the foundation for
being a person. The past year of
recession has been much
difficult for my job and life.

However, 1 acted in accordance
with Buddha’
s guidelines to get through darkness

s and Master Hua’

to the light, making my life easier.

My learning reflection
was: the most important thing in
learning Buddhism is practice;
Master Hua’s teaching is the
guidelines of my daily life.
Master Hua told us: You might
be able to fool people, but you
cannot fool the spirits, Buddha,
or Bodhisattvas. He taught us that
we should propagate the Dharma
by setting an example with our
own conduct; by observing the
four great deportments; upholding
the five precepts; and using the
Four Unlimited Minds of
kindness, compassion, joy and
giving to rescue living beings.
We should discipline ourselves
by the means of the Six Guiding

Principles of not fighting, not
being greedy, not seeking, not
being selfish, not pursuing
self-benefit, and not lying.

I use Master Hu’s teaching
as my guidelines of life. I try my
best to cultivate diligently. When
I encountered difficulty in my work
or life, in stead of keep on working, 1
read sutra, and my mind become
clear and the affliction dis-
appear. I correct my behavior
continuously. I have profound
believe in Dharma. I won’t do
anything that hurts others and I
don’t care whether other people
know what good deed I have
done.

I would like share an
experience | had. I accepted a
job that I have to review a
commercial investment in another
country, I found out that the
number is not right, and there is
some fraud in profit sharing. I
pointed out the situation to them
sincerely and told them that it is
not right to cheat others; at the
end they accepted my opinion.
There is another case that I was
doing another investment review
oversea. The agent thought the

company [ represented did not
give him reasonable commission.
He threatened me that I could not
leave the country safely, and cut
off other investment that I shared
with my friend, made me lose all
my personal investment. At that
time, I insist on my daily sutra
reading, and I came back to
United State safely. Although I
lost some money, my responsible
attitude earned me more trust and
opportunity.

I deeply believe that sutra
is teaching us how to behave, and
it is the guildline of self discipline.
Master Hua wisely used simply
word to help us understand the
profound theory. We should learn
diligently. I like very much
following verse that Master
Hua said
When every thought is sincere,
every thought penetrates;

In silence, responses are quietly
received.

I would like to cultivate
with all Dharma friends to progress
more in the coming year.

Wish everyone a happy Chinese
New Year.
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The Great Bodhi Way is straight as can be.
Don't let yourself get sidetracked or try to find a shortcut.

If you seek the Dharma with a true heart, there's sure to be a response.

If you are insincere and negligent, you're just wasting time.
Advance vigorously, be patient, and don't retreat!

Practice giving, uphold the precepts, and cultivate wisdom.
One day you will complete the journey to the other shore
And join the Buddhas of the ten directions at the lotus pool.
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GOLD SAGE MONASTERY ANNOUNCEMENT OF DHARMA ASSEMBLIES

TR 'ﬁif iF7 Buddhist Events in February , 2010

2/7,21 (8:00am~9:00am) VBERILAE The Shurangama Mantra Recitation

51701 |EICIIRBSEAETEEE (9.0 A~ 11:00 aM)
’ Lecture on The Golden Light of the Most Victorious Kings
IJE[E [ 2/12~14 :Fﬁ%'@ifé (8:15AM ~ 4:00PM )
Sunday Thousand Buddhas Repentance Dharma Assembly
2/28 IL;\1%/ \ﬂ /ﬁE (8 15 AM ~ 400 PM)
Dharma Assembly of Buddha Recitation

: SEEYE (830am~1:00rM)

NE [ = : :

AT SUN 2/14 Elders’ Dharma Study Group

: —HmE (8:00 AM~ 3:45 pMm)

i+ (SAT) 2127 One Day Meditation

50 pm ATEEE (1 (=9t )
Great Compassion Repentance

= k] I,}ﬁf []EI*J Buddhist Events in March, 2010 FI#] Date Y EHF
~F|5 Y7 Elders’ Dharma Study Group 3/6 #HE! 2:00PM~ 4:30PM
LN PRET SR 3/7, 21 51 9aM~ 1AM e

, e (GSM)
A X ’Iﬁ Dharma Assembly of Buddha Recitation 3/14 ! 8:15AM~ 4:00PM
AR -0 Fﬁl Great Compassion Repentance 43 B ( Everyday ) 1 pm
AR FEE AR
Celebration of Gwan Yin Bochisattva’s Birthday Fﬁ; 13k B IR

PEFBEHLTHRETRANEE  HR3ABEKITHRE 3/28 W[

Gold Sage Monastery will arrange bus tour for same-day travel.

(CTTB)
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We are all a family

In the new year , may you Always be joyful of the Buddha dharma.
May you achieve countless blessing and wisdom.

BY: 1} %

I am a Vietnamese Buddhist disciple who knows nothing about Chinese language. When I came to Gold Sage
Monastery, I was surprised to find out that everyone is so friendly to each other, regardless of the person’s race,
language, or new to the temple. Everyone helps each other and cultivates together. I sincerely appreciate all
the Dharma Masters.
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I amgvery lucky to come to Master Hu’s way place to learn Buddhism and be able to have some premonition.
Now I try to cultivate by following the Master’s six guiding principles of not fighting, not being greedy, not
seeking, not being selfish, not pursuing self-benefit, and not lying. I feel peaceful to have my mind and body
immersed in the joy of dharma every time when I come to GSM.
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My two sons and I had an opportunity to come to GSM. My youngest son, Kenny, had a vow to be vegetarian
three weeks later. I am very grateful to Master Hu’s helping us to understand Buddhism; this is the Master’s
compassion for all living beings. We feel peaceful and immersed in the joy of dharma whenever we come to
this way place to learn Buddhist dharma with Dharma Masters and all the dharma friends.
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