BT

Pure Sound From Silicon Valley

2013 £ 08 A28 208 #  Issue 208, August. 2013

2REB ) SRR wVKE o AT
KR! EHHFE - kAR HREE  HOKR -

This day is already done. Our lives are that much less.
We ' re like fish in a shrinking pond. What joy is there in this?

Great Assembly!
We should be diligent and vigorous, As if our own heads were at stake.
Only be mindful of impermanence.  And be careful not to be lax.

— £ H £ % %R/ Universal Worthy Bodhisattva’s Verse Exhortation
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No fighting, no greed, no seeking, no selfishness, no pursuing personal advantage, and no lying.
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The Buddhadharma Is in Practice, Not in Talking
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It's because the Way and virtue are a person's foundation.
Once we have the Way and virtue, we can stand on our own feet.
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Talk given by the Venerable Master Hua
on the 1958, during a Guan Yin Session.
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Time is like an arrow;

the days and months fly by
like a shuttlecock. The waves
in the river follow one after
fades
quickly. In the world, youth

another. Glory

is followed by old age. In this
way, we gradually return to
the decay and extinction of old
age and death, leaving no
trace or shadow. Clearly,
everything is impermanent.

Since everything is
impermanent, we should quickly
find a refuge. All of you can count
yourselves lucky, for you have
searched around and finally come
to believe in the Buddha.
Faith in the Buddha enables us to
attain the ultimate happiness of
permanence, joy, true self, and
purity. Therefore we should
believe in the Buddha. But it's
not enough to say that we believe.
We also have to cultivate according
to the Dharma. If you believe but
don't cultivate, it's like talking
about food without eating it, or
counting the wealth of others--it
doesn't benefit you in the least. So
the ancients said:

The Way must be practiced.
If it is not practiced, what use
is the Way?

Virtue must be cultivated.

If it is not cultivated,

from where does virtue come?

We should personally
practice,
words "birth" and "death" on our

and putting the words

always hanging the
brows,
"Way" and "virtue" beneath our feet.
Maybe that's hard to understand--
why should we put the words
"Way" and "virtue" under our
feet? Because the Way and virtue
are a person's foundation. They
are to us what roots are to a tree.
Once we have the Way and virtue,
we can stand on our own feet.
But with no base under our feet,
we have no place to stand. We
are in a fix, unable to advance or
retreat, and we cannot accomplish
anything. If we can actually
practice these two things, then
we can establish a good character
and naturally be successful in
whatever we do. So it's said, "The
Way and virtue are the foundation
of being a person." The Analects of
Confucius also say, "The superior
person attends to the root. When
the root is established, the Way
comes forth." Only when the
fundamentals are tended to can
the Way come forth. This is
wise advice from the ancients.

As mentioned earlier, the
days pass as swiftly as an arrow,
but we don't notice it. As for the
days gone by, just let them go.
Only the future is worth pursuing.
We should set guidelines for the
future, so we won't let the time
pass in a muddle.

Western Bliss Garden

Monastery has always promoted

RN =]

the Pure Land Dharma-door and
exhorts everyone to vigorously
Buddha's
Every year, on the nineteenth

recite the name.
of the sixth lunar month and the
seventeenth of the eleventh lunar
month, we will continue as usual
to hold Dharma Sessions for
reciting the names of Guanyin
Bodhisattva and Amitabha
Buddha. However, everyone
should
casually "attend as usual," not

certainly not just
taking it seriously and letting it
pass lightly. Rather, each year we
should be more vigorous than
the year before; we should work
intensively. During these seven
days, no matter when and where
we are, we should diligently be
reciting the Bodhisattva's name
and never become lax .

We should be mindful of
the Bodhisattva; it's not that the
Bodhisattva should be mindful
of us. Why don't we want the
Bodhisattva to be mindful of us?
If you are nominally participating
in this session, but in fact a lot of
idle thoughts are keeping you
from being diligent in reciting the
Bodhisattva's vast name, the
Bodhisattva of Great Kindness
and Compassion will certainly
take pity on you, this poor living
being, and be worried because you
are not sincerely participating in the
session.  Therefore, everyone
should earnestly and sincerely
recite, and go a step further by

nurturing kindness, compassion,
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joy, and renunciation in your
mind. If you can do that, then I
guarantee that the Bodhisattva
will aid and support you.

Moreover, everyone has
come to the session of his own
free will;, Western Bliss Garden
Monastery has never sent invitations
to anyone. This shows that everyone
is certainly not lacking in sincerity.
This spirit of initiative is very
commendable. Therefore, we
shouldn't let this sincerity go
to waste. We should all vow
to recite until "stones peep
out from the receding water" (the
truth is brought to light), until the
Bodhisattvas appear before us to
speak the Dharma; then, we will
not have come to the session in
vain.

This is the first day of
the session. On this day, I bless
you all and wish you success
this year. If you don't have any
success, I will have to settle
accounts with everyone. And
if your account isn't cleared up,
you will be sorry. I won't chatter
too much; we had better recite the
Bodhisattva's vast name some

more!
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The Retribution of Killing
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The greatest source of enmity in the world comes from killing.
As it's said,

If you kill someone, you must pay with your life.

If you owe a debt, you must repay the money.

If you kill someone's father or brother, then your own father
or brother will be killed by others. Such mutual killing goes on and on
without end. Because too many lives have been taken, the retribution
comes very fast; this is known as "getting one's retribution in this very
life."

Why do people nowadays have so many strange illnesses?
To put it simply, such illnesses come from killing. When you kill
living beings, they come back to demand your life as repayment.
There's nothing the doctors can do to treat the strange illnesses
that result. Then what should you do? You should repent with a
true heart, reform and renew yourself, and do create more merit
and virtue to benefit living beings so that the karma from past and
present lives can be eradicated. If you don't do that, I'm afraid getting
well won't be easy. This is the truth; it's not a superstition.
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The “way” comes from practice
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alk given on the celebration of Guan Yin Bodhisattva’s accomphshmg the way on July 21, 2013,
by CTTB Abbot Dharma Master Heng Lyu.
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- » elcome everybody come

back to our home, city of Ten
Thousand Buddhas. So it is very
great we get together to celebrate
the Guan Yin Bodhisattva’s
accomplishing the way. The
way that Guan Yin Bodhisattva has
accomplished in the past is not an
easy way. It’s not like we were
driving an air-conditioning car
on highway 101 to the City of
Ten Thousand Buddhas so
smoothly. He has encountered
many obstacles and problems,
sometimes even there is no way
to go, he had to fight his way
through all kind of difficulties.

It is the same as our life.
Sometimes we may face all kind
of difficulties with our health,
finance, relationship, family,
work, study, or even cultivation.
Sometimes we feel the way is not
clear. We are not certain what
our next step should be. What will
we look like and what direction we
are heading. At that time, if we
can sincerely recite the Guan Yin
Bodhisattva’s holy name, we will
let go of our fears, anxiety, and
out mind will calm down.

Why is that? Because
Universal Door Chapter tells us,
Guan Shr Yin Bodhisattva is the
giver of fearlessness. Those who
recite his name will attain his aid
and be free from fearlessness and
anxiety. Our next step will be
revealed out of a peaceful state,

and the way will show itself

naturally.

The Venerable Master
always told us the “way” comes
from practice. Without practice,
where is the way? For example,
in today’s Dharma assembly, we
can make a choice to transfer our
peace and joy from sincerely
recitation of Guanyin
Bodhisattva’s name to all living
“May they
discover the inherent peace and

beings, and wish:
happiness in their nature.” If we
can do that, we are walking on
the way to the Buddhas and
Bodhisattvas.

There is a saying goes,
“Those who bring sunshine into
the life of others cannot keep it
for themselves.”

Let us sincerely recite
Guan Yin Bodhisattva’s holy
name in his kind and compassion
light, we can together purify the
collective karma of the world,
such as the Dharma Master
mentioned that through pure
recitation, we can gradually
reduce the poison sent forth by
the poisonous Dragon Monsanto.
We also can purify our individual
karma, just as the Dharma Master
mentioned, “Don’t be so greedy,
but be content instead.” If we can
do that, we are closer to the Land
of Ultimate Bliss.”
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Buddha-dharma Q and A
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Dharma Talk by the CTTB Abbot Dharma Master Heng Lyu
b= VE i 9'\35 / English Translation by Huali Yuan
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Question: How do we

educate this and next generation
to have the right Dharma-Selecting
Eye in studying Buddha-dharma?
Some Dharma Master criticized
Buddhist

renounced

associations that

practicing the
Eight Ways of Paying Respect
and agreed to certify same-sex
which
undermines laws governing

marriage for women,

traditional opposite-sex marriages.
Should CTTB make a serious
statement similar in style to Shr Fu’s
Vajra-like criticisms?

DM Lyu: 1 think the point for
this issue is we should not fight
in our heart. By not fighting, it
does not mean that we do not
talk about it. We however keep
calm and cool inside. We do
not get angry, neither do we avoid
or escape from it. Then think about it:
What were the causes and conditions
behind the talk? What were the causes
and conditions of the Venerable
Master’s talk? What is that
“thing” we must make a choice
for? Is there such a thing for
which we must make a choice? In
fact, suffering exists whenever
attachment arises.

As for Eight Ways of Paying
Respect, we should respect all
living beings, like the Never-slighting
Bodhisattva did in Dharma Flower
Sutra,
capable of becoming a Buddha,

“Every living being is

so I do not dare look lightly

upon you.” The same principle

9




applies here. In fact not only
should we respect Sangha groups
of Bhikkhus, we actually should
respect all living beings. For
living beings who are attached
to emotional love, we should
use compassion to regard and
treat them. The sea of sufferings
is boundless, but a turning around
is the other shore. If we understand
this, then we will be more calm
The Venerable
Master was able to do vajra-like

and peaceful.

criticizing because he knew the
causes and conditions at that
time. If we speak like that these
days, some people may say we
They
may wonder: “Well, some states

are not compassionate.

already passed laws allowing this.
Why are Buddhists in opposition?”
But we know that, as long as one is
attached to emotional love, one is
planting the cause of suffering.
Therefore, no need argue or fight
with them. We know where to go,
and this is the most important.

Question: 1saw a bug caught
up in the spider web. Should I
rescue it? Since if I save its life,
then the spider will be starving.
Should we let the food chain
work naturally? What should I
do? Do we save one and harm

the other?

DM Lyu: From the perspective
of Buddhadharma, I personally
will save the bug, because the
bug is suffering. Will the spider
die without this meal? Not for

sure. However we should not

destroy the spider web.

Question: Does taking the five
precepts require us to be vegan? Can

we eat food containing eggs?

DM Lyu: 1t is best if you be
a vegetarian after taking the
precepts. If due to some causes
and conditions, you are unable
to do so, you can try as much
vegan diet as possible. That is

my suggestion for you.

Question:  He made a vow
with his mother so that they go
to the Land of Ultimate Bliss
together. Thus they recite the
Buddha’s name everyday together.
Is there an even better method for
achieving this goal?

DM Lyu: 1 think this is very
nice. We just talked about the
twelve causes and conditions,
one of which is the “tangible”
condition of “contact”or

“touch”. You can select a
“tangible” environment where both
you and your mother can recite
the Buddha’s name together.
This willcreate good roots and
wholesome seeds of consciousness
whereby, in time, you will achieve

your goal.

Question: How does Buddhism
interpret dreams? We cannot decide
or control our dreams, be they good
or bad. Are there any dreams that

come from the Buddha or a demon?

DM Lyu: We are right now in

10

a dream. The dream during your
sleep is just a dream within a
dream. It is said in the Vajra Sutra
that “All conditioned dharma is
like a dream, illusion, bubble
and reflection.” Actually when
we realize we are having a
dream, we will wake up and
then find ourselves in another
dream. It is the case that we are in
layers upon layers of dreams. No
matter if it is a bad or good
dream, if you can, first, you
should be aware that you are in a
dream; second, you can work on
cultivation in your dream, which
is the most important. You
can recite the Buddha’s name
or recite some mantra in your
dream. As for whether it is a
Buddha or demon, simply make
dedications on their behalf with a
compassionate heart.

Question:
we should not put a Buddha image

You just mentioned

or sutras on a dead body. Then can
we use a Darani quilt?

DM Lyu: Actually it is not
according with Dharma, because
when you have mantra on the
quilt, you should be respectful, and
make offerings with seven jewels,
incense or flowers. The dead body
will decay and give off smelly odor.
Sometimes it even discharges liquids.
It is not respectful if you put sutras or
mantras on it. We should avoid
doing this. Nowadays, in most
cases, people use a lotus quilt.
(The End)
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GOLD SAGE MONASTERY ANNOUNCEMENT OF DHARMA ASSEMBLIES

mE] f}}iﬁgﬁl Buddhist Events in August, 2013

R/ 4 A S %’7 ( 8:15am ~4:00pm )
Dharma Assembly of Buddha Recitation
{Ei'“; I 8/ 11 %’%‘Hﬂii’k 7 ( 8:15am ~10:50am )
Sunday The Shurangama Mantra Recitation
8/ 19~25 %ﬁ%ﬂu ( 8:15AM ~4:00PM )
Earth Store Recitation
T+ ’/3 ;'%EFJ 2252 (12:00PM~ 4:30PM )
Saturday Elders’ Dharma Study Group
EA S (8/17.21 B AEEE (8/17 Sat. 8:30AM,8/21 Wed. 8:15AM)
- ’ Celebration of Ullambana Dharma Assembly

E [ pm ek %‘?Great Compassion Repentance (i (1 #Ififfj# 9t

Je k] 7y FI,E*J Buddhist Events in September, 2013 FIH] Date 4 &ﬁ
7| P45 7= Elders’ Dharma Study Group 9/7 i+ 2:00PM~ 4:30PM
A X fﬁl Dharma Assembly of Buddha Recitation 9/8 JHF! 8:15AM ~4:00PM

B <7 [ U Y I S 4
Lecture on The Four Kinds of Clear Instruction on Purity (GSM)
#¢=# &7 Honoring Elders’ Day 9/29 H&HF' 9:00AM ~2:00pM
{?f[%ﬁiblﬁ Great Compassion Repentance [ (Everyday) 1 pm
%ﬁﬁﬂﬁ%%’ [iZHFEE Celebration of Earth Store Bodhisattva’s Birthday 9/1 | RS
£ A PR ) = absEk 'FA{ ’ ﬁ%ﬁ% Fl29 PR £ o el ‘E T%B )
GSM will arrange bus tour for same-day travel. Please sign up before August, 29
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Parents! Open up a happy life for the children
PEFFTRBEIKRERFEALA 0AgH

Gold Sage Monastery Sunday School will start from Sept. 8, 2013
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Parents! Open up a happy life for the children, leading them toward the path of bright light,
please bring your children to attend the Sunday School in Gold Sage Monastery. Dharma
Masters and teachers will guide them, teach them how to be caring, broad-minded and
compassionate towards all living beings, so they will learn how to be grateful, be
confident, and appreciate the wonderful of Buddhadharma.

Time: Sunday 9:00AM — 11:00AM, &3pa

Sept. 8, to Dec. 8, 2013 11455 Clayton Road, San Jose, CA 95127

Age : 4-17 years old i .
Fee :$ 70, Second Child $ 50 Tel : (408) 923-7243 / Fax: (408) 923-1064




