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A cultivator should never lose his temper:;
he should be able to endure all things.

—E kA % / by the Venerable Master Hua
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No fighting, no greed, no seeking, no selfishness, no pursuing personal advantage, and no lying.
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What Is Samadhi?
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Talk given by the Venerable Master Hua
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When one's nature is settled,
Demons are subdued,

And every day is happy.

If false thoughts do not arise,
Every place is peaceful.

When the mind stops and
thoughts cease,

That is

honor.

true wealth and

Complete severance of selfish
desires
Is truly the field of blessings.

V- » hy do we have demonic

obstructions? They occur when
our nature is not settled. If our
nature were stable, it would be
lucid and clear at all times. In that
state, one inwardly observes the
mind, yet there is no mind; one
externally observes the physical
body, yet there is no physical body.
At that time body and mind are
both empty. One observes external
objects, and they are non-existent
too. The body, the mind, and
material objects, all three have
vanished. There is only the
principle of emptiness, and the
Middle Way arising from it. In
the Middle Way, there is no
joy, no anger, no sorrow, no fear,
no love, no disgust, and no desire.
The seven emotions of joy, anger,
sorrow, fear, love, disgust and
desire make no waves. At this
point, internally there are no idle
thoughts, and externally there is
no greed. The body and mind are

all clear and pure. This is the
state of having a settled nature. A
settled nature is the essence of the
Middle Way.

When the nature is stable,
it is as firm as a vajra mountain,
not swayed by the states of the seven
emotions. If you are delighted by
pleasant states and upset by states of
anger, your nature is not settled. If
you experience greed or disgust
when states appear, your nature is
not settled.

The seven emotions are
like waves on the ocean. Mighty
tidal waves can wreck a ship,
but if the wind is gentle and the
waters calm, the ship can sail to
the other shore safely. Cultivators
need to really understand the
seven emotions. It's not enough to
know them in principle. We need
to know how to control ourselves
when these emotions arise. If we
aren't influenced by them, then
our nature will be settled.

Once our nature is settled,
the demons are subdued. They can't
make waves to disturb cultivators'
minds and bodies. With the demons
subdued, we'll be happy, whether a
good or a bad state manifests.
Whether it's a joyful situation or
an evil one, we'll be happy either
way. This kind of happiness is
true happiness, unlike the happi-
ness brought about by external
things. Our mind experiences
boundless joy. We are happy all
the time, and never feel any

anxiety or affliction.

4

When the nature is settled
and demons are subdued, one is
always happy. If idle thoughts do
not arise, every place is peaceful.
It is said,

When the mind moves, everything
appears;

When the mind stops, all things
disappear.

If our minds don't move
and thoughts don't arise, our
bodies and minds will naturally
be pure and peaceful. That's
why it's said, "When the mind
stops and thoughts cease, that is
true wealth and honor. Complete
severance of selfish desires is
truly the field of blessings." This
is the criterion of cultivation.
Don't take a thief for your son.
He will steal all your treasures
and leave nothing behind. Don't
listen to the devil for he will
cheat you. If you fall for his
schemes you will lose in a big
way. Don't befriend the followers
of demons, for they'll only ensnare
you and cause you to do muddled
things.

Cultivators should make
their natures settled so that they
can return from delusion to
enlightenment, renounce evil and
return to propriety, and have a
proper mind at all times. Then
there won't be any afflictions.
When a situation arises, deal with
it, but don't try to exploit it.
When the situation is gone, it
leaves no trace, and the mind is
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as pure as if newly washed. Realize
that the mind of the past is
unattainable, the mind of the present
is unattainable, and the mind of
the future is unattainable. We
should be determined to destroy
ignorance and reveal the
Dharma-nature. This is our goal
in studying Buddhism; however,
it can be done only if our nature
is settled.

Once we understand the
Dharma, we should put it into
practice, for only then can we be
said to truly understand the
Buddhadharma. If we study but
don't practice, then no matter
how much Buddhadharma we
learn, it's all useless. We'll
still have plenty of ignorance
and afflictions, and we'll never
obtain any response or be able to
reveal our real wisdom. Even if
we do gain a little wisdom, we're

just skimming the surface.

People cultivating at the
City of Ten Thousand Buddhas
should cherish this precious time
and not waste it. It is said, "An
inch of time equals an inch of
life." We should truly and actually
practice the Buddhadharma that we
learn in this Way-place. Don't
dawdle and be perfunctory about
things; that would be going
against the Way.

If you want to study
Buddhism, you should certainly
not give up halfway and fail to
finish what you started. If you
draw a line halfway and stop
advancing, all your previous
efforts will come to nothing.
You will never get to the treasure
trove that way. Please remember
this. Whatever you are doing,
finish the job you have started.
Don't be moved by external
states and lose your resolve.
Your resolve should be as firm

as steel; don't be swayed by bad
states and disappointments and
lose your resolve for Bodhi.
The loss of the resolve for Bodhi
is the greatest loss. People who
truly understand the Buddhadharma
will hold on to the Bodhi
resolve and not retreat under any
circumstances.

don't

understand the proper way to

People who
cultivate will be vigorous in the
beginning but lazy toward the
end. As a result of their sloppy
practice, the outcome of their
cultivation will be far from
perfect. The principle of cause
and effect never fails. In learning
Buddhism, one must believe in
cause and effect. Don't make
mistakes in cause and effect and,
above all, don't dismiss it. You
should be aware that cause and
effect is an unchanging law for

all time.
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There are all kinds of peculiar matters in this world. Because peculiar causes were
planted before, now peculiar results appear. If we hadn't planted a certain cause, there

wouldn't be a corresponding effect. If we understood the principle of cause and effect, we
wouldn't do any evil deeds, but would only do good.

& EA 8%k / Talk given by the Venerable Master Hua

Pure Sound From Silicon Valley Newsletter Issue 209 September, 2013




wiE = I > IR

With the banner of precepts rising up high,
the proper Dharma dwells forever

[YS9EH) BA- 2013F 87]12f 'E?F'J {24 2H I5y
Talk given by Dharma Master Heng Sgun at the CTTB on August 12, 2013,
A B 4T Huali Yuan

FyPRIEE 1 B[ HBISET S IR S LR A > S A A o
9 R S = O TSR AR 50 T Y R B T B B %
it B« R T R T RN e D S O RE TR R

P~ EREA  HUEET) R R -

— PR P RS A

The City of Ten Thousand Buddhas held an event for ordination of Bhikshu and Bhikshuni on August
9, 2013. There were 28 people who received the precepts. There are many young people who will join
the Sangha in the years to come. By doing so, they will follow the Venerable Master’s aspiration of
promoting dharma, sutra translation, education, and communication amongst religions.
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Today, seeing twelve

Bhikkhus and sixteen Bhikkhunis
took the complete precepts, I was
touched, not only because I saw so
many new preceptees, especially
the twelve new Bhikkhus, which
is the most number even since I
left the home-life. Then why was I
touched? Because the transmission
of precepts was in accordance with
Dharma. In addition, I saw many
Bhikkhus whose name start with
Jin participated in or assisted in
transmitting the precepts, and I
felt that the Buddha-Dharma was
being handed down over, and I
was touched. I believe if the
Venerable Master was in the
world, he would be very happy to
see this.

The Venerable Master
once said, “I came to build
foundation for western Buddhism.”
We also saw how the Venerable
Master worked hard for the
foundation work. In the earlier
time of 80s, not long after the
CTTB was established, the Venerable
Master built the precepts platform.
In our daily life, we were exhorted

and reminded to pay attention to
precepts whenever we are in
walking, standing, sitting and
reclining. Because, only after the
precepts take root, can the proper
Dharma dwell
Therefore the Venerable Master
always stressed this point.

in the world.

What kind of era we are in?
When the Buddhadharma was
firstly brought to China, the precepts
has not been completely brought over.
Therefore, many greatly virtuous
monks went through hardships to
translate the precepts, erecting
the banner of precepts and
building the foundation for
2000 yrs of Buddhism in China.
We are now in the beginning
of bringing Buddha-dharma to
the west, which is very similar
with the situation back then. The
Venerable master already plowed
the soil and opened a road for us, so
how we are going to walk on this
road and follow the Venerable
Mater's instructions become extremely
important.

Actually it is very difficult
for the precepts to take roots. Being
able to learn and receive the precepts

are both not very easy. In China,
there was a Dharma Master Fa
Xian, after he took the complete
precepts, he was concerned that
the translation of precepts was
not perfect, therefore he made a
resolve to go to the west, India, to
look for books of precepts. After
many life-threatening situations, he
arrived in India, then he travelled to
over twenty countries where he
mastered the Sanskrit and hand
copied the precepts books. Then
he brought them back to China.
After 15 years, he was
able to bring so many precept
books to China, however what
happened to him in the sea?
Where did the hurricane blow
away Dharma Master Fa Xian
and the precept books? To the
western sea shore of American
and Mexico. Therefore, in the
Water and Mirror Reflecting
Heaven, the Venerable Master
mentioned that some places in
very
China, it was likely that the
Dharma Master Fa Xian was

Mexico was similar to

brought to there, therefore, those
places kept some flavor of China.
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A great hero must have the spirit of firm, unshakable perseverance to conquer

every kind of suffering.

—'% /N kA 3%/ bythe Venerable Master Hua
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Later on, Dharma Master Fa Xian
went through a lot of difficulties to
return back China and translated
the precept books.

the Monk
Jian Zhen made the resolve to

In addition,

bring the precepts to Japan, after
failure for 5 times, he succeeded in
taking the precepts to Japan. Many
similar examples about how these
virtuous monks built up the
foundation of precepts bit by bit,
therefore we should be very
grateful to them. From this we
know that, it is very rare and
inconceivable that we are able
to learn the precepts, take the
precepts, and even read the
precepts. I hope every one
well cherish this.

As a person from Asia,
I received the nourishment of
Dharma in America, and I really
hope Buddhism can take deep
roots in America. During this
precepts period, I saw many
preceptees made determination
to learn the precepts, or translate
the precepts, and I am very
delighted. I believe as long as
we keep the spirit of learning and
holding precepts, Buddhism will
be able to take roots. I hope every
one inherit the past and usher in
the future, continuing working
hard. May the Banner of precepts
of American Buddhism rise up
high, and the proper Dharma
dwell forever!
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Leaving the Home-life Is Truly a Heroic Act
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Leaving the home-life is

something that rarely happens
in the world, and it is also
something most people find
hard to understand. Why does
leaving the home-life mean you
have to take suffering, and cannot
enjoy the pleasures between men
and women, or go dancing, or
have an orgy? It's because if you
want to become a pre-eminent
individual, one who stands out
from the crowd, you must bear
the things that others cannot bear

and take the suffering that others
cannot take. Only through this
kind of discipline can you
achieve a Vajra-indestructible
body. As the saying goes,
If the plum tree did not endure
cold that chills to the bone,
How could the fragrance of its
blossoms be so sweet?

When you leave the
home-life, you must be
psychologically  prepared.
You leave home in order to be
eternally liberated from birth
and death and to be free of
the suffering of transmigration
forever. Therefore, you cannot be
afraid to face any kind of hardship.
The more you suffer, the better.
Don't give in to suffering, lose
your initial sincerity, and retreat.
A great hero must have the spirit
of firm, unshakable perseverance
to conquer every kind of suffering,
So leaving the home-life is not
something ordinary people are
able to do. Even generals and
prime ministers are unable to do
it. That's
home-life is said to be the work

why leaving the
of sages and is not at all what
most people ridicule as "being
parasites of society." As it is said,
To endure suffering puts an
end to suffering.
To enjoy blessings uses up
blessings.

Take a look at the noble
Sanghans and great worthies of
old: it was through bitter cultivation
that they reached the state of

10

None of the
patriarchs became enlightened

enlightenment.

through relaxation and enjoyment.
You can read through the whole
Tripitaka (Buddhist Canon) but
you won't find a single one.

We must have endurance
before we can gain the benefit of
being filled with Dharma bliss. We
must suffer hardship before we
can obtain the wisdom of
enlightenment. Don't work in
opposition to the Buddha Way.
Apply effort with a concentrated
and focused mind. Gather in the
mind, and don't indulge in idle
thoughts. Restrain the capricious
monkey-mind, and don't let it run
outside.

In leaving home to
cultivate the Way, we must first get
rid of greed, eliminate anger, and
extinguish delusion. When these
three poisons are cleaned out,
wisdom will naturally come
forth. How can we sweep them
clean? Use the three studies of
precepts, samadhi, and wisdom as
tools. Precepts can counteract
greed; samadhi can counteract
anger; and wisdom can counteract
delusion. Therefore, left-home
people are called Shramanas.
"Shramana" means "diligent" and
"putting to rest," that is, they
diligently cultivate precepts,
samadhi, and wisdom and put to
rest greed, anger and delusion.
When all people are free of greed,
anger and delusion, the world

will be at peace.
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GoLD SAGE MONASTERY ANNOUNCEMENT OF DHARMA ASSEMBLIES
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Juk] f}}iF IE*J Buddhist Events in September, 2013

9/8 P fE3E 7 (8:15AM ~4:00PM )
Dharma Assembly of Buddha Recitation
9/15 FEBHE €7 (8:15AM ~10:50AM )
NE The Shurangama Mantra Recitation
A
Sunday o/ 2 FE RS R A A ( 9:00AM ~11:00AM )
Lecture on The Four Kinds of Clear Instruction on Purity
9/ 29 %IV:EZ Q{‘T ( 9:00AM ~2:00PM )
Honoring Elders’ Day
A+ 9/7 R PSP (2:000M~ 4:30PM )
Saturday Elders’ Dharma Study Group
=7 [ 11 pm AN ﬁﬁGreat Compassion Repentance (i 73} 91 )
- F10 F,‘EI*J Buddhist Events in October, 2013 FIH] Date # E’!I‘
AP X IFA Dharma Assembly of Buddha Recitation 10/6 [T 8:15AM ~4:00PM
G 7 ) U VG FE| S 2
%%\ID I;EJ/E{*IF Jn:.gin%}i;é . - 10/13,27 iﬁf'gAM~11AM
Lecture on The Four Kinds of Clear Instruction on Purity P EFFE[J
- " GSM
BTV et 5 T 10/19, 23 #4+4, = 8:30AM ( )
Celebration of Guan Yin Bodhisattva’'s Leaving Home
*?f[;%‘diﬁﬁ Great Compassion Repentance ZF1 (Everyday) 1 pm
Ll
Celebration of Guan Yin Bodhisattva’s Leaving Home 10/20 FJ G557
&AL R R [ii%‘ %Eﬂlo a7 PR JH ! TTB)
GSM will arrange bus tour for same- day travel. Please sign up before October, 17




%5
Dharma Realm Buddhist Association

Gold Sage Monastery
11455 Clayton Road, San Jose, CA 95127

Tel : (408) 923-7243 / Fax: (408) 923-1064
FERGHE L. www.drba.org
website: http://drbachinese.org/branch/GSM
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Gold Sage Monastery Sunday School will start from Sept. 8, 2013
Fg'f'ﬁﬁ D2013F 9 FI8 [1=12 78 [T BRI 9~ 11 [

ia[f" Hl$70 7+ - 57 A $ 507
Time: Sunday 9:00AM — 11:00AM, Sept. 8, to Dec. 8, 2013

Age : 4-17 years old
Fee :$ 70, Second Child $ 50

@ %PJ'V‘:EZET Honoring Elders’ Day

PR » SR ¢ L

GSM will hold Honoring Elders’ Day on Sept. 29, 2013.
Registration starts from now, Limited Seats.
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